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Before we know it we will be forced into the winter season. Many of us nature lovers
struggle getting through the cold days ahead. With our favorite friends having left us for
warmer regions, it seems hard to grasp the brass ring. As the cold approaches, I have to dig
deep to find the beauty and joy. So let’s take a walk on a winter day and focus on what might
make us smile. (Did I say smile? Don’t forget when shopping online to smile on our society!
See our website for the smile logo).
Winter is a great time for reflection, and for me, reading facilitates this effort. One winter
season quote that jumps out comes from the author Anton Chekhov; “People don’t notice
whether it’s winter or summer when they’re happy.” I am a pretty happy person, so I will
file this one away and examine it for agreement later. Another quote I think resonates even
more, especially with the constant climate of negativity, is a Japanese proverb “One kind
word can warm three winter months.” This one does warm my heart. Perhaps I should look
back to previous winters and examine what has made me smile.
EAGLES!! Even though our beloved Osprey have gone south, we can spend lots of
time enjoying the mating season of the majestic Bald Eagle. All members can now take
joy in watching our very own Bald Eagle nest cam located in Charles County at the Port
Tobacco River Park. Check out the YouTube video feed at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=L8Tl-EYaWp8 or www.wildstreaming.com . We are extremely grateful to Charles
County Department of Recreation, Parks and Tourism, especially to Chief of Parks and
Grounds John Snow, for finding the funds and matching our enthusiasm with this wonderful
gift. The Southern Maryland Audubon Society has been partnering with the Port Tobacco
River Conservancy for this big wish to be fulfilled. Once we realized our friend Ryan
Abrahamsen from 360Terrain could handle the equipment installation, our dream soared
to great heights and became realized. Do you have an active Bald Eagle nest near you? If
so, please make sure it is being monitored by the Maryland Bald Eagle Nest Monitoring
Program. Checkout their website at https://marylandbirds.org/bald-eagle-nest-monitoring
to find out about this program and how you can get involved. I monitor two nests and find it
fascinating and rewarding.
Continued on page 2
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More winter fun is the Christmas Bird Count (CBC). This year
will be the 119th CBC, and I cannot preach enough to fellow
bird lovers that you simply must try it! Sign up with one of our
CBC coordinators. I promise you, once you participate in your
first count, you will do more. A whole day of being outside on
the hunt, sharing the excitement of finding a “good bird” is a
great way to spend part of your Christmas holiday season. I have
learned more bird identification from doing counts than on any
bird walk. Trust me, just do it! See in this newsletter a list of the
CBC coordinators for your area.

quiches, a tart of zucchini and goat cheese, various pates, salade
Nicoise, cheeses, and charcuterie. Dessert featured homemade
madeleines, chocolate truffles, and the most popular recipe of
the day---Julie Simpson’s cherry clafoutis! We also enjoyed wine
tasting to the tunes of my favorite local band---GrooveSpan.
In another treat, co-owner of the winery, John Behun, gave SMAS
a behind-the-scenes tour. As we stood amid the vines in gilded,
autumnal sunlight, John told us the winery’s story. He went on to
explain how their European varietals were grafted onto American
root stock to withstand local soil-borne diseases. John then took
us to the fermentation cellar and showed us their steel vats, oak
casks, and bottling area. The owners’ dogs, who we were told
REALLY run the show, were a friendly delight.

Something else you can do – join our Facebook group for public
postings! Go to Southern Maryland Audubon Society (SMAS)
Group. Add your pictures of fun birds and spice up the season.
So get out and find the joy and fun of winter. But hopefully you
don’t have to dig too deep!

As the evening bonfire was lit and only empty platters remained,
many of our friends bought wine to take home. Some might
have missed the fact that the winery donated 20 percent of our
event sales back to SMAS. Beside our venue hosts, many people
contributed to our success---by organizing, cooking, promoting,
donating, attending, or all of the above. Special thanks to Lynne
Wheeler and Georgiana Klesch, who executed the lion’s share of
the work. Our supporters not only enjoyed a “golden” afternoon
of kinglets and sunshine, wine and friends, but also strengthened
our ongoing educational programs! These funds help us pay for
monthly lecture venues, youth educational materials, plants for
native gardening partnerships, and so many other worthy efforts.
We are grateful beyond words to all of you!

Lynne Wheeler, President
Email: somdaudubon@yahoo.com

Earth, Wine & Fire: Fall FUNdraiser
a “Golden” Success
by Tiffany Farrell
Amid a record-breaking rainy season, the skies cleared on
Saturday October 20, for Southern Maryland Audubon Society’s
second annual Adventure Tour and fundraiser. Kicking off a full
afternoon, ten of us hiked a two-mile trail around the historic
grounds of Jefferson Patterson Park. Exploring archaeological
sites with park educator Laura, we learned about early colonial
settlement of this beautiful Patuxent Riverside property. She also
led us around the 1930s manor house grounds. Expert interpreter
Nate explained the lifeways of the area’s first inhabitants in the
reconstructed Indian Village. He led us through a lodge with
an open fire, complete with smoky ceiling and central oculus,
to explain how meat was smoked and the natural fibers of the
structure were preserved. He showed us the process to make
dugout canoes and demonstrated use of fishing tools. The village
featured a garden with a raised structure. From there children
protected the all-important food source by pelting pests with
rocks---acting as living “scarecrows.” We laughed: what a great
way to harness youthful energy!
Given the time of day, bird calls were infrequent, but we did spy a
few feathered friends. Near the woodland-edged fields, Blue Jays
were plentiful, as were Red-bellied and Downy Woodpeckers. On
the boardwalk over the marsh, we saw a Belted Kingfisher and
Eastern Phoebe. Most exciting were literally dozens of Goldencrowned Kinglets among a mixed group foraging in cedar trees.
As Greg, Julie, and I lagged behind to ogle the hyperactive, tiny
birds, I’m afraid we delayed some ongoing bridal photography!
After much joking, we decided NOT to crash the wedding
festivities just getting underway and instead moved on to the food
and fun at Perigeaux Vineyards and Winery, just five minutes
away. Thankfully, many more SMAS supporters greeted the
hikers in the tasting room. Several members made and donated
a spread of delicious French cuisine, including a medley of

Photos by Georgiana Klesch
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SMAS Youth Outreach Class
Signs of Fall & Nature Journaling
On October 25, our Youth Outreach Committee provided a 2 hour
learning exploration for 15 homeschoolers to observe the annual
change of the season and look for signs of fall. Younger students,
taught by Carrie Staples, had fun doing leaf rubbings and tree
ID, while older students learned about leaf pigment and how
to extract and view the pigments via paper chromatography by
Lee and Lynne. During the last 20 - 30 minutes, students learned
about Nature Journaling and how to express their experience via
words or drawings. Free blank journals were provided for all.
Huge thanks to Thomas Stone National Historic Site for allowing
us to use their wonderful visitor’s center. The class was based
on an environmental education activity in Project Learning Tree
from the American Forest Foundation. Our Youth Outreach
Committee Chair, Lee Vines, and his committee member, Carrie
Staples, continue to share their love of nature and teaching our
youth. This was the fourth class that the committee has offered.
Many more to come!

Students Nature Journaling for the first time

Tech Park Preserved!
In case you haven’t already heard, the Charles County Board of
County Commissioners voted to preserve the 208 acres known
as the Tech Park property earlier this week. It was a 3 to 2 vote,
just like for the 2016 comprehensive plan and the Watershed
Conservation District. Congratulations to Hal Delaplane of the
Conservancy for Charles County, who spent countless hours
poring over the ever-changing deed of easement and endured
multiple public hearings where the usual characters perpetuated
misinformation.
SGACC has long advocated for preservation of this property,
which is entirely within the Watershed Conservation District
and is bordered on the west by Chapman State Park and on
the east by Matthew Henson Middle School and J.C. Parks
Elementary School. The conservation easement to be granted to
the Conservancy allows the county to use the property as a public
park for passive recreation and public education, which could
include having an environmental education center onsite. Very
exciting!

Crafts, leaf rubbings and reading by Carrie

Kimberly Golden Brandt
Director of Smart Growth Maryland
PRESERVATION MARYLAND
3600 Clipper Mill Road, Suite 248
Baltimore, Maryland 21211
Students viewing paper chromatography pigment extraction

Lee Vines showing acorns on trees

A Wake of Vultures
Sketch by Carrie Staples
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2018 - 2019 Field Trips and Programs

the sexes. Light refreshments and mingling start at 7 p.m.
Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, somdaudubon@
yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text). Photo of female
Cape May Warbler provided by George Jett.

November 18 - SUNDAY - 8:00 a.m. - 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Mattawoman Wildlands, Marbury, Charles County
“EARLY WATERFOWL AND LATE MIGRANTS ON THE
GEORGE WILMOT TRAIL”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society and
the Southern MD Audubon Society. We usually expect large
concentrations of waterfowl on the Mattawoman Creek,
along with songbirds, woodpeckers (some Red-headed),
and raptors. Meet at Lackey High School parking lot, 3000
Chicamuxen Road, Indian Head, MD 20640 at 7:45 a.m. Bring
waterproof shoes or low boots, and dress for possible wind.
Be prepared for a one-mile walk to and from the head of the
trail, and then a half-mile walk on uneven forest trail. Make
reservation with Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or
301-751-8097 (prefer text).

January 2 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm		
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
North Point High School, Staff Development Room,
Charles County
2500 Davis Road, Waldorf, MD 20603
“BIRDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE: USING PROJECTIONS TO
INFORM CONSERVATION”
ZACH SLAVIN, Community Science, National Audubon
Society
Audubon’s new science sends a clear message about the
serious dangers birds face in a warming world. Protecting
them will require both redoubling conservation efforts
to safeguard critical habitat and curbing greenhouse gas
emissions. Of the 314 species at risk from global warming,
126 of them are classified as climate endangered. Join us in
learning about this threat and what we can do to help better
understand the impact of climate change on birds. Light
refreshments and mingling start at 7 p.m. Public invited. Free
event. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler at somdaudubon@yahoo.
com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

November 30 - FRIDAY – 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP – YOUTHS WELCOME!
Myrtle Point Park, St. Mary’s County
“WINTER OWL PROWL ON MYRTLE POINT”
Leader: Bob Boxwell
This trip is co-sponsored with the Friends of Myrtle Point
Park and is an annual event that attempts to “call out” the
resident owls of the park. Owls are nocturnal and therefore
not easy to spot. We will meet in front of the park gates and
attempt to attract owls by having them respond to recorded
calls. Please dress for the weather but avoid “noisy” clothing
(please no snowsuits!). This event is weather dependent. Rain
or high winds will result in cancellation, so please RSVP with
good phone/email address. To find Myrtle Point Park, take Rt.
4 in St. Mary’s County to Patuxent Boulevard, and follow to
the end. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at Bobboxwell@hotmail.com.
or 410-610-5124.

December 5 - WEDNESDAY - 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
St. Mary’s College of Maryland, St. Mary’s County
47645 College Dr., St Mary’s City, MD 20686
Anne Arundel Hall North Building, Blackistone Room
“FEMALE SONGBIRDS AREN’T SO DULL AFTER ALL”
J.JORDAN PRICE, Steven Muller Distinguished Professor of
the Sciences, Biology Chair
Scientists have long focused on why male songbirds have such
colorful plumage and sing such elaborate songs, while females
are relatively dull and quiet. Indeed, these sexual differences
were fundamental to the formulation of Darwin’s theory
of sexual selection. In this talk Dr. Price will describe recent
studies that are causing us to rethink some of Darwin’s
original ideas regarding the evolution of differences between

January 18– FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP – YOUTHS WELCOME!!
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“Owl Prowl at The Elms”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow
Come “call out” the owls!! Owls are nocturnal, and therefore
not easy to spot. A great Friday night family outing at The
Elms. Dress appropriately for the weather, and avoid noisy
clothing. This event is weather dependent. Rain or high winds
will result in cancellation. Directions: Take Rt 235 south, left
onto St. James Church Road (opposite Mattapany Road).
You will see the sign for the Elms Environmental Education
Center. We will meet in the hunter’s dirt parking lot on the
right 100 yards before the gate. Do Not Drive past the gate.
RSVP to Bob Boxwell at Bobboxwell@hotmail.com or 410610-5124.

continued on page 5
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This Bird Predicts Hurricanes Better Than
Meteorologists
by Joe Smith
The Nature Conservancy
4245 N. Fairfax Drive
Arlington, VA 22203

January 20 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Piscataway Park & Hard Bargain Farm, Prince George’s
County
2301 Bryan Point Road, Accokeek, MD 20607
“Winter Waterfowl and Resident Birds”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Mark Rositol
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society.
The varied habitat of water, woods, farm fields and edges
provide for a great variety of birds. See fergusonfoundation.
org for directions. Bill Townsend, HBF Educator Associate
will meet you at the entrance (red Chevy). No fee. Limit to
20 participants. RSVP to Lynne Wheeler at somdaudubon@
yahoo.com or text (301) 751-8097.

In predicting the severity of an upcoming hurricane season,
birds may have an edge on weather forecasters. Surprising
new research is showing that birds may be able to anticipate
the severity of the hurricane season ahead, months in advance.
With this ability, they can adjust their schedules accordingly and
potentially avoid the worst of the season when migrating south to
tropical wintering grounds.

January 28 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Jefferson Patterson Park, Calvert County
“Winter Waterfowl Trip”
Leader: Tyler Bell
Open fields and wooded areas provide good land birding
and the river frontage close views of waterfowl. Loons,
mergansers, seaducks and dabblers likely, often in great
numbers. Call or email Tyler for directions to the meeting
location. RSVP to Tyler Bell at jtylerbell@yahoo.com or 301862-4623.

Birds have good reason for evolving the ability to forecast a
hurricane season — the peak of storm season corresponds with
fall bird migration, when vast numbers of birds are crossing the
tempestuous Atlantic Ocean and Gulf of Mexico. A bird faces
the greatest odds of dying when it is traveling. For example,
research examining the survival of individual Black-throated
Blue Warblers in New Hampshire and Jamaica showed that a
warbler has a 15 times greater chance of dying during migration
when compared to the sedentary periods of its life.
Storms certainly take their toll. There are numerous examples of
birds appearing in strange places after being driven off course or
grounded as a result of hurricanes. Recently, Hurricane Florence
drove large numbers of seabirds many miles inland, including
species that are rarely expected to be seen within sight of land.
The majority of these off-course birds will not make it back to the
sea where they belong.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Cormac Flynn, Piney Point
Jerry Forbes, Port Tobacco
Stephen A Borsh, Lusby
Frederica A Foxwell, Nanjemoy
Diane Dilling, Lusby

But, although many die as a result of hurricanes, migrating birds
may not be hurling themselves blindly into jeopardy. Instead,
there may be subtle strategies at play which improve a bird’s
odds of successfully completing its migration.

119th Christmas Bird Count

For example, those species that migrate over the Atlantic Ocean
such as blackpoll warbler and Connecticut warbler tend to make
these long flights in October, after the peak of the hurricane
season has passed.

Please join us and help count birds. Participate in
one of the largest and oldest citizen science
programs. Beginner birders welcome!

Veeries Vary Their Migration

Dec 16 – Port Tobacco, MD
Compiler: Mike Callahan, 240-765-5192 or
raptorsrulemc@gmail.com

Timing of migration can also vary from year to year depending
on the hurricane outlook, as revealed in a publication by Christopher Heckscher at Delaware State University. For the past twenty
years, he has been studying Veery nesting in a forest just outside
of Wilmington, Delaware. He used this long-term dataset to examine how the bird’s nesting season length and nesting effort
relate to the severity of that year’s hurricane season.

Dec 16 – Point Lookout, MD
Compiler: Bob Boxwell, 410-610-5124 or
bobboxwell@hotmail.com
Dec 30 – Fort Belvoir, VA and MD
Compiler: Kurt Gaskill, 703-768-2172 or kurtcapt87@verizon.net
MD Sector Leader: Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or
somdaudubon@yahoo.com

The Veery is a thrush that nests in forests across the northern U.S.
and southern Canada and spends the winters in South America’s
Amazon region. Like most birds migrating to the tropics in late

Dec 30 – Patuxent River, MD
Compiler: Andy Brown, 410-535-5327 or
Andrew.Brown@calvertcountymd.gov

continued on page 6
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storms and hurricanes during migration. Once the pattern is
established, the more difficult job remains in figuring out how
the birds are making their hurricane season predictions.

summer and early fall, the Veery must reckon with the Atlantic
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico and the storms that may lurk
within them. Heckscher’s discovery is that this reckoning is
very explicit. He found that in the years that had a more severe
hurricane season, Veeries nesting in Delaware cut their breeding
season short. The severity of the season is measured with the
Accumulated Cyclone Energy Index, a numerical calculation
ranging from 0-300 that is based on the number and severity
storms that year.

The birds may be tuning into processes that contribute to meteorologist’s hurricane season forecasts such as the El Nino cycle
and the North Atlantic Oscillation Index – two phenomena that
affect the weather that Veery experience on their nesting grounds
in North America and their wintering grounds in the Amazon.
Alternatively, the birds may be perceiving something in the environment that is not part of our forecasting system. If so, finding
out exactly what the birds are perceiving may ultimately help to
improve our own ability to predict the severity of the next hurricane season.

When the birds end their breeding season early, they subsequently
complete their annual flight feather replacement earlier, which in
turn allows them to migrate south earlier than usual and avoid the
worst of the hurricane season.
Predicting Hurricane Season Months in Advance
Veeries also put more of their eggs in one basket in severe
hurricane years – by actually laying more eggs in early nests.
Typically a bird will hedge its reproductive investment by
devoting fewer eggs per nesting attempt. With many nests lost
to predators, they may have to re-nest several times before
successfully raising a brood in that season. But renesting is less
of an option in years when birds must cut the season short to
avoid migrating during a hurricane.

Veery
Photo by Jean-Pierre Marcil
Flickr via Creative Commons License

In years when the hurricane season is less severe, Veeries extend
their breeding season. During some of the least-active hurricane
seasons, the birds at the Delaware study site have occasionally
raised more than one brood of young – a rare event for songbirds
that migrate to the tropics.
Let’s let this sink in.
The Veeries don’t sense a hurricane coming a few days before it
was upon them. They instead somehow intuit the severity of the
upcoming hurricane season months in advance.
This, in response, kicks off a complex multi-step physiological
process that alters the timing of nesting and level of reproductive
output in order to prepare their bodies for a migration departure
schedule that is tuned to avoid hurricanes. Remarkably, Heckscher
found that measures of Veery nest timing are at least as good as
(and maybe a little better than) meteorological forecasts in their
ability to predict the severity of the coming hurricane season.
Case in point, Heckscher reported in early July that his Veery
data predicted an above average hurricane season for 2018, with
3 to 5 major hurricanes and an ACE severity index between 70
and 150. According to Heckscher, “meteorologists at that time
predicted a below average hurricane season this year, with most
predictions in the 0 – 2 major hurricanes range and ACE <70”.
Currently the ACE index for 2018 is 83, with much of the season
still ahead of us.
This is one species at one study site revealing what may be the tip
of the iceberg. You can be assured that researchers with similar
long-term datasets are now combing their records to look for
similar patterns with other bird species. We will soon know if this
is a pervasive pattern among migratory birds that face tropical
6

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island,
Audubon Camp in Maine.






Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Adopt-a-Raptor

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly
from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

Foster Parents Needed!
Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey,
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels
become available each year for adoption. Your donation will be
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation
projects such as:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________



Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter
The Osprey:
___ Email me a link to download the pdf,
___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email
address is:
____________________________________________.
_______No thank you, please mail me a paper copy.

Barn Owl Nest Boxes
Kestrel Nest Boxes

Osprey Nesting Platforms
Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt
more than one:
 Osprey, $10 each
 Barn Owl, $25 each
 Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
 American Kestrel, $35 each

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon
Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans
Road, MD 20616.

 General Donation to Raptor Fund

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:
• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S.
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of
the banding.
• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species.
• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.
Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the
certificate:___________________________________________

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

Mail To:

2018-2019 Officers

President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097
Vice-President, Margarita Rochow - 240.577.1748
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

