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Matter.
Noun. 1. A physical or corporeal substance in general, whether solid,
liquid, or gaseous: the matter of which the earth is made 2. A situation, state, affair,
or business: a trivial matter 3. Something of consequence: matter for serious
thought.
Verb. To be of importance: it greatly matters.
Idioms. A matter of life and death. As a matter of fact. No matter –
it is unimportant.
No matter how hard we work, there is always more to do to support conservation.
Bird lovers understand the importance. It matters. As members of the Audubon
family we promote the conservation cause on all levels – national, state, and local.
The National Audubon Society (NAS) advocates conservation on multiple fronts.
No other conservation organization matches the size, reach, scale, influence, and
diversity of NAS. Their on the ground conservation work is fueled by science, advocacy, and a far reaching network. Audubon pioneered the idea of community
science with the first Christmas Bird Count. Partnering with the Cornell Lab of Ornithology in eBird.org, Audubon has helped transform citizen science into an everyday activity for birders everywhere. Science also buttresses Audubon’s Important
Bird Areas program. Data from these sites helps focus our conservation efforts
where they are most needed. By using GIS-based modeling, they help to predict
the impact of climate change on particular species or habitats. Many members
would also be amazed at how NAS is an advocate on a political level. They lobby
congress, advocating legislation that would fund projects to protect priority birds
and their habitats, and they partner with federal agencies. Hint – please renew your
membership if it has expired. Support NAS!
Your state chapter Audubon MD/DC, also kicks in where it matters. I attended their
conservation summit - I Bird, I Vote – on February 24 at the National Wildlife Visitor
Center at the Patuxent Research Refuge in Laurel, MD. Our Director of Bird Conservation, Dave Curson, organized an impressive array of conservation speakers.
Speakers included: David O’Neill, National Audubon Society Chief Conservation
Officer and Senior Advisor; Alicia Berlin, U.S. Geological Survey; Pasha Feinberg,
Defenders of Wildlife; Anna Mudd, Chesapeake Bay Foundation; Beth Decker,
Safe Skies Maryland; Chris Eberly, Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership; Kurt
Schwarz, Maryland Ornithological Society; Kim Golden-Brandt, 1000 Friends of
Maryland; and Kathy Phillips, Assateague Coastal Trust. I learned so much and
was very grateful to have attended and represented the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. It was a matter of importance.
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Continued on page 2

How can you make a difference? If local conservation matters to you, here are some actions you can take now to
help our birds:

Tundra Birds & Winter Specialties
Patuxent River Naval Air Station
25 February 2018

• Become an Important Bird Area monitor

The forecast of continued bad weather, coupled with a
rash of unexpected illnesses, reduced the list of field trip
participants to the leader, and a small cadre of 3 hardy
souls, who were rewarded with some good birds.

• Help to pass these bills by contacting your Delegates
and Senators:
 Ban chlorpyrifos in Maryland
(see: http://www.mdpestnet.org/)

The Naval Air Station was shrouded in dense fog that didn’t
lift the entire morning, but did blow off for the last half hour
or so of the trip. However, most of the target birds would be
observed at close enough distances that the fog and rain
were not a hindrance. And because the bulk of our birding
took place in the middle of the military airfield, we enjoyed
our birds from the comfort of a warm, dry van.

 Expanded Polystyrene Foam Food Container Ban
(support HB 538 and SB 651)
 Maryland Bird Safe Buildings Act
(https://safeskiesmaryland.org/legislation/)
 Strengthen Maryland’s Forest Conservation Act
(www.cbf.org > Take Action)

Another unusually warm and mild winter season (on the
average) resulted in the absence of two of our target
species – Snow Bunting and Lapland Longspur – for the
third consecutive winter, after an annual run of over 25
years. So, we focused on the artificial tundra species that
were present, with killer looks at Horned Larks, Savannah
Sparrows, Killdeer, a pair of Short-eared Owls, large
flocks of feeding Wilson’s Snipe, and some grassland
birds such as several Northern Harriers and many Eastern
Meadowlarks. The warm weather had the Larks and
Meadowlarks singing, and also produced an overwintering
Greater Yellowlegs.

• Join your local smarter growth alliance:
 Smarter Growth Alliance for Charles County
(https://savecharlescounty.com/)
 Keep Calvert Country
(https://www.keepcalvertcountry.com/)
Note: A new comprehensive plan is under review now.
Please get involved!
None of these actions are trivial matters. Become an
advocate for birds any way you can. Spring arrives on
March 20!! Our migrating birds will be visiting, and need
all the help they can get. And please give a serious
thought to another matter - planting more native plants
this year. Watch our website for upcoming lectures and
plant sales.

The group’s effort yielded a total of 58 species for the trip,
including a handful of waterfowl and water bird species,
once the fog dissipated at the end of the trip.
Trip Leader
Kyle Rambo

Where birds thrive, people prosper
Lynne Wheeler, President

Note from the board:
Per the by-laws of our society, the Board of Directors has approved a
three member nominating committee for our upcoming June 3
elections.
At this time, we have two Director positions to replace. Their three year
maximum term will end in June. If interested in joining our board as a
Director, please contact the three committee members below:
Margarita Rochow

Email: margarita@usa.net

Carole Schnitzler

Email: Cschnitzler55@gmail.com

Tim Wells

Email: timothw@gmail.com

Questions? Send me an email at somdaudubon.org. I will be happy to explain what a position on our board entails.
Lynne Wheeler, President (4/2018)
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Greece in February
by Tyler Bell

looks at Black Redstarts, a furtive little bird that ended up
being at pretty much every place we went.

Jane Kostenko and I booked a package tour of Greece way
back in June, 2017. Knowing in advance that this would not
be a birding trip, we only packed one pair of binoculars but
did bring along a field guide, a compact Collins Guide to
the Birds of Britain and Europe. We spent the first day just
getting to Athens arriving in the afternoon then meeting with
our tour group for the next day’s walk around the Acropolis
of Athens. Acropolis basically means a fortress on top of
a hill. The Acropolis of Athens is probably the most well
known as the Parthenon sits squarely in the middle of the
flat topped hill and can be seen from much of the city.

After spending the night at Delphi (pronounced Del fee),
we toured the sacred site nearby of the same name. The
Greeks believed that Delphi was the center of the universe
because, when Zeus tried to determine the center, he
released two Golden Eagles flying in opposite directions.
They met in the skies over Delphi so the Greeks built a
temple complex there as well as a stadium which was quite
a hike up the hill and not many of our tour participants were
able to get up to see it. Here, we got to see a beautiful bird,
the Blue Rock Thrush. As the name implies, it was a blue
thrush that liked to hang around on the rocks!

Hooded Crows were probably the most conspicuous
birds as they were all over the place looking for scraps.
On the slippery marble stairs leading up to the Acropolis,
European Magpies chattered from the trees also begging
for handouts. Jane even got a photo of one carrying nesting
material. The early morning air was full of twittering bird
song. Many of the birds went unidentified as we didn’t know
their songs and they remained hidden in the foliage. But,
Great Tits, European Greenfinches, Common Chaffinches,
and Bramblings were everywhere. Eurasian Collareddoves were the equivalent of our Mourning Doves mixed in
with the Rock Pigeons. If you know the growling call of the
collared-dove, it made it a lot easier to pick them out when
they were hiding in the trees.

On our final day, we were able to do Athens on our own. We
started the day at Kerameikos, the namesake of ceramics.
The usual suspects here but because it was early on a
weekday, virtually no tourists or locals until we were leaving.
Jane flushed a snipe but we were never able to relocate it.
We had seen Common Snipe on Attu ‘way back in 2000
but this could have been one of several possibly new birds.
Oh well, we knew going into it it wasn’t a birding trip so
plenty of potential life birds escaped us. It was actually a
nice change to not feel pressured to be birding all the time!
Still, by the end of the trip, we ended up with 11 life birds!
We highly recommend a trip to Greece in the off season
(November through February). It can be beastly hot in the
summer and that’s high tourist season. Also, despite the
very different alphabet, most Greeks speak English, some
fluently. And, the water, at all of the locations we visited,
was drinkable and delicious. They were having problems
with water in Athens so created an aqueduct that brings
in sparkling mountain water from the Delphi area. I was
surprised that Greece was so mountainous and the
towering snow-covered peaks around Delphi must be able
to provide a substantial amount of water year-round to
parch Athenians. Perhaps Greece isn’t the birdiest location,
if that’s your goal, but visiting the cradle of civilization was a
truly amazing thing.

Up on the Acropolis, there’s lots of green growing between
the various archaeological sites. We had heard about the
wildflowers that bloom in April but were pleasantly surprised
to see many flowers all over the place. Foraging among
the ruins in their namesake style were White Wagtails. We
saw these at most sites in fairly open, grassy areas. Also
feeding in weedy areas were European Goldfinches. The
male of the species is one of those jaw-dropping birds on
par with our male Painted Bunting.
On our bus tour, we rarely had time to look at or for birds but
when they presented themselves, we looked. At Mycenae,
the location of the tomb of Agamemnon, we heard a sweet
song reminiscent of our Canyon Wren. Turned out to be a
Western Rock Nuthatch. It looks quite similar to our Whitebreasted Nuthatch.
The morning we visited Ancient Olympia, it poured on us
as we got off the bus. It rained on us pretty much every day
and we had planned accordingly. Others in the tour had not
so were accosted by people selling ponchos and umbrellas
as we emerged from the Acropolis Metro stop that first day.
At least this time, they were prepared. On the plus side, the
downburst didn’t last long and once it stopped, the birds
came out like crazy! All of the aforementioned passerines
were around plus several other species of tits including
Blue Tit, Coal Tit, and Long-tailed Tit. European Blackbirds
and European Robins were around and we finally got good

European Magpie
Photo by Jane Kostenko
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2018
Year of the Bird Update
March is here and it’s officially Plants for Birds month as part of Year of the Bird! The Southern Maryland
Audubon Society has many native plants growing now. Looks like plenty of Butterfly Weed for our April 5
lecture program about hummingbirds at Clearwater Nature Center. See our website for details.
Year of the Bird partner National Geographic is including a fantastic migration map that is in this month’s
National Geographic magazine. Check out this interactive online version:
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/magazine/2018/03/bird-migration-interactive-maps/

2018 Great Backyard Bird Count!
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) was held between February 16 and 19 this year. In Maryland, there were 164
species reported from 3065 checklists! Perhaps the best bird found was a Pink-footed Goose on the Delmarva. This is a
bird where their population is exploding in Iceland and Greenland due to global warming creating suitable habitat. There are
now 4 records in Maryland. It’s thought that they are migrating west then south with Cackling Geese with which they tend
to be associating.
Perhaps the second best bird was a confiding female Painted Bunting coming to a feeder in Baltimore County.
Southern Maryland didn’t fare too well, failing to break into the top 10, unless you include Prince George’s of which SMAS’s
region is only a small southern sector. Clearly, we’re under-represented! Maybe we’ll put on a better show in 2019? I know
we can!
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2018 Field Trips and Programs

Oldest Known Wild Bird Is A Mother Again
at Age 67

March 18 – SUNDAY – 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FAMILY FIELD TRIP – Youth Welcome
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“Eagle Nest Monitoring”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler and Lee Vines
Join us for an informative view of our Port Tobacco River Park eagle
nest and learn about the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership citizen-science monitoring program. Volunteers document the nesting success and productivity of Maryland’s Bald Eagle population to help guide
conservation actions. An active monitoring program is vital to knowing
when and where changes to breeding eagles are taking place. RSVP
to Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

April 4 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Clearwater Nature Center, Prince Georges County
11400 Thrift Rd, Clinton, MD 20735
“HUMMINGBIRDS – HOW TO ATTRACT THEM & NATIVE PLANT
SALE”
BRUCE PETERJOHN, Chief, Bird Banding Laboratory, Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center
Our speaker is responsible for administering the national bird banding
program and the data management system for bird banding and
band encounter datasets. His personal banding activities are focused
on banding hummingbirds in the mid-Atlantic region, especially
hummingbirds that appear during late autumn and winter. Bruce will
give a general talk about hummingbirds and how to attract them to your
yard with native plants. We will also have a native plant sale, S MD
Audubon Society fundraiser. Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7
p.m. Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, somdaudubon@yahoo.
com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

Wisdom, a Laysan albatross, is a mother again at the age
of 67 years old!
The world’s oldest known wild bird, Wisdom and her mate
Akeakamai welcomed their newest chick this week to
Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge. Wisdom has been
using the same nesting site on Midway Atoll since at least
1956, when she was first banded. She’s one of over three
million seabirds that return to Midway Atoll each year to
rest, mate, lay eggs, and raise their chicks.
Wisdom’s story isn’t one of just longevity, but it is also a
conservation success. Biologists with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service are working to restore the habitat seabirds
need at Midway Atoll and throughout the Pacific, and
remove threats like invasive predators - because protecting
the future for seabirds means protecting the places they
call home.

April 15 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP – Youth Welcome
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“Birding 101”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler, Lee Vines and Tiffany Farrell
Come on out to the new Charles county nature park and learn the basics
about birding. We will discuss the four keys to identification of birds: size
and shape, color pattern, behavior, and habitat. After the basics we will
delve into looking for field m arks a nd l istening t o t he s ound o f birds.
The timing of this should also give us the possibility of seeing spring
migrants. Bring your binoculars, but we also have some to lend. RSVP
to Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

Read more about Wisdom’s inspiring story.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
Julie Carlson, Owings
Laura Edmondson, Fort Washington
John L Kraft, La Plata
Debbie Langley, Great Mills
Emily Leedy, Indian Head
Samantha Long, California
Ann Bowie Rice, Brandywine
Kirk Taylor, Lusby
J Vlcek, Fort Washington

continued on page 6
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EARTH DAY SPECIAL EVENTS APRIL 22

May 12 – SATURDAY - 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
“Spring Migration on the Bay”
Leader: Dean Newman
A rare opportunity to bird the PAX River Naval Air Station, a restrictedaccess area of bird-friendly habitats that boasts one of the longest lists
of bird species in Southern Maryland. No fee, but advance registration
required no later than Friday, May 10. Meet at the Park and Ride lot
across the street from the Lexington Park Post Office on Tulagi Place.
Call or email Dean to register: dean.newman@dau.mil or 301-6725464.

April 22- SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 11:00 A.M.
FIELD TRIP – Youth Welcome
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
“Eagles and Migrants on the Trails”				
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
Come and join us as we enjoy looking for migrating birds and check
our eagle nest. No rsvp – just show up!
April 22 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m.  - 11:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“Eagles, Earth Day and Sotterley”
Leader(s): David Moulton
Celebrate Earth Day with a birdwalk at this scenic and historic Patuxent
River property as the annual surge of migrating birds begins throughout St.
Mary’s County. Nesting Bald Eagles, migrating warblers, meadowlarks,
woodpeckers and waterfowl can all be found via Sotterley’s extensive
new trail system. From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road, turn right
through the gates to the gravel parking lot on the Sotterley historic
property. RSVP at 240-278-4473 or moulton.davidh@gmail.com

May 12 – SATURDAY – ALL DAY
COUNTY MAY COUNTS
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, St. Mary’s Counties
Help is always needed and appreciated from all. This is a great way
to learn and improve your bird ID skills! Please contact the following
county coordinators:
CALVERT: Sherman Suter (401-586-1073,
sjsuter29@verizon.net)
CHARLES: Lynne Wheeler (301-751-8097,
somdaudubon@yahoo.com)
PRINCE GEORGE’S: Fred Fallon (401-286-8152,
fwfallon@gmail.com)
ST. MARY’S: Tyler Bell (301-862-4623,
jtylerbell@yahoo.com)

April 28 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s Co
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“Birding 101”
Leader(s): Judy Ferris and Margarita Rochow
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you tired of
wondering and saying “What bird is that?” Do you want to get better at
knowing what birds you are seeing? Birding 101 is the field trip for you!
The Elms Environmental Education Center offers great habitat for birds.
Judy and Margarita will share helpful identification pointers such as: bird
bill and facial markings, plumage details, field marks, flight patterns,
sound, behavior, and habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn about
birding apps too. Directions: Take Rt 235 south, left onto St. James
Church Road (opposite Mattapany Road). You will see the sign for the
Elms Environmental Education Center. Meet in the hunter’s dirt parking
lot on the right before the gate. Call or email Judy: jferris11@gmail.com
or 410-326-1965.
May 2 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.		
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charles Soil Conservation District, Charles County
4200 Gardiner Road, Waldorf, MD 20601
“THE HUMANE GARDENER”
NANCY LAWSON, Author and Gardener
Welcome in your gardening season with the author of The Humane
Gardener, Nancy Lawson, as she describes why and how you should
open up your arms to wildlife in your backyard. Learn how to apply
ecology in planting for wildlife by choosing native plant species, provide
habitat, and create gardens free of poisons and other hazards. We will
also have a native plant sale, S MD Audubon Society fundraiser. Light
refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public invited. Inquiries to
Lynne Wheeler, somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer
text).

Osprey, Pomonkey Creek
March 6
Photo by Carrie Staples
Have you seen an Osprey yet
this year?
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island,
Audubon Camp in Maine.






Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Adopt-a-Raptor

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly
from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

Foster Parents Needed!
Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey,
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels
become available each year for adoption. Your donation will be
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation
projects such as:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________



Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter
The Osprey:
___ Email me a link to download the pdf,
___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email
address is:
____________________________________________.
_______No thank you, please mail me a paper copy.

Barn Owl Nest Boxes
Kestrel Nest Boxes

Osprey Nesting Platforms
Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt
more than one:
 Osprey, $10 each
 Barn Owl, $25 each
 Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
 American Kestrel, $35 each

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon
Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans
Road, MD 20616.

 General Donation to Raptor Fund

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:
• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S.
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of
the banding.
• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species.
• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.
Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the
certificate:___________________________________________

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

Mail To:

2016-2017 Officers

President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic - 301.283.6317
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

