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Bird your world in 2018! Literally, go to the website www.birdyourworld.org to join
nature lovers in celebrating 2018 as the Year of the Bird. Sign up and each month
you will receive a suggestion for one simple action you can take to make a difference
for avian species and the planet. Your subscription also brings twelve months of
stories, news, and science that you can share with others, increasing awareness of
birds and their important role in our ecosystems. This year marks the centennial of
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act; the most important legislation ever passed protecting
birds. The Year of the Bird is a partnership of National Geographic, National
Audubon Society, Bird Life International and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology.
Speaking of partners, the Southern Maryland Audubon Society (SMAS) joins with
the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership (MBCP) in promoting the Year of the
Bird. Please volunteer to assist us in a local citizen science effort by monitoring our
big bird, the Bald Eagle. Now is eagle nest monitoring time! In 2007, the Bald Eagle
was removed from the federal threatened and endangered species list, and surveys
of Maryland’s Bald Eagle population were discontinued. Maintaining an active nest
monitoring program is vital to knowing if changes are occurring to our environment.
To learn more and to register as a nest monitor, go to: www.marylandbirds.org/baldeagle-nest-monitoring/
Winter is also when we birders purchase lots of bird seed. Our local bird seed
provider, Wild Birds Unlimited (WBU) in Lexington Park, is helping SMAS with a
fundraiser. From January 7 through January 28, WBU will donate a percentage of
every sale of specific bird seed products that we generate. See details in this issue
of the newsletter and our website. Please support us in this fundraising effort!
After you pick up your bird seed, make sure to fill your feeders from February
16 through 19 and join the Great Backyard Bird Count! There are many events
planned at local parks throughout southern Maryland that you and your family
can participate in --- or you can simply count birds in your backyard! Launched in
1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and National Audubon Society, the GBBC
is sponsored in part by Wild Birds Unlimited. To learn how you can participate, go
to www.birdcount.org See the flyer which lists the local event in this issue of the
newsletter.
As a final bit of inspiration I would like to share a quote from the
www.birdyourworld.org website:
“If you take care of birds, you take care of most of the environmental
problems in the world.”
Thomas Lovejoy, Biologist and Godfather of Biodiversity

http://somdaudubon.org/
Continued on page 2
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Remember what we learned from the past. By monitoring
birds we documented the near-extinction of species like the
Bald Eagle and Osprey due to DDT. In taking responsible
action, we helped save these species and avoided
continuing human exposure to the harmful pesticide.
Citizen science matters to all of us.

Craig Jeschke had 2 American Tree Sparrows at Calvert Cliffs
State Park.
Lastly, and most exciting – Tyler Bell ticked off the Rufous
Hummingbird in Wildewood for the second year in a row. Tyler
shared a statement by Bruce Peterjohn , director of the BBL,
about this bird which was banded last winter at the same location:
For the record, the band number of this hummer is P61397. At
the time of recapture, she weighed 3.75 grams which is a very
healthy weight for a female Rufous Hummingbird. The state of
her primary molt was that she had replaced the inner 7 primaries
but still has the outer 3 primaries to replace, which is typical for an
adult at this time of the winter.

So please take care, bird your world, and celebrate fully
the Year of the Bird!
Lynne Wheeler, President

On a final note. The white goose seen at Jefferson Patterson
Park on Dec 30 was originally thought to be a Snow Goose. After
review by Jim Stasz, he believes it to have been a Ross’s. With
the multiple reports of Ross’s Goose in the area that week and
Jim’s expertise, I am inclined to report it as a count week bird.
This would be a first for our count!

Patuxent CBC, December 31, 2017
by Andy Brown
Here we have it in all of its glory. Seriously though, it wasn’t
that bad. At least it wasn’t the worst year we have had but
it was close. We ended up with 89 species which is the
second lowest year as well as a mere 13,043 birds tallied.

Thank you all for your very cold effort this year. I know conditions
will be better for us and the birds next year.

Significant misses were: Canvasback, Scaup of any variety,
Barred Owl, Red-headed Woodpecker, Horned Lark and
Fox Sparrow.

[Editor’s Note: The Rufous Hummingbird came to the feeder
pre-dawn as usual on Wednesday, January 3 then was not seen
again after early morning or henceforth. Personal communication
with Bruce Peterjohn indicates this is the behavior of a bird that
has realized it can’t handle the weather and departed. We won’t
know for sure unless it’s recaptured or returns next October.]

Count record lows were: Common Goldeneye, Kestrel (8 yr.
low) Belted Kingfisher, American Crow and Gray Catbird.
However, there were some nice highlights. Tom Harten
found 9 White-crowned Sparrows on Mackall Road which
was a count high! He also got the count’s only Wood Ducks
at 21, also another high. Additionally, he was the only one
with Brown-headed Nuthatch at Lloyd Bowen and Gadwall
at Cage Farm.

Ft. Belvoir CBC, MD Shoreline Report
Sunday, December 31 nineteen mighty brave Maryland
birders participated in the Ft. Belvoir CBC. Thank you oh
so crazy volunteers, boy it was a cold one!
This circle has an epicenter at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia and
stretches over the Potomac River to the Maryland
shoreline. We Marylanders count from Fort Washington
to the north, south to Indian Head. Bob Lukinic and I are
the coordinators for the MD side of the circle with me
coordinating the volunteers, and Bob and his lovely wife
Dottie topping off the day by hosting a fantastic tally rally at
their house. It took lots of wine that night to warm up!

David Moulton had the only Pied-billed Grebe and Gray
Catbird for the count in the Myrtle Point, Greenwell,
Sotterley sector.
Sue Hamilton, Kitty Bailey and Sharon Kearns found the
only Brown Pelicans, Northern Gannets and Black Scoters
off shore of the Power Plant. Additionally, they had the only
American Coots which were in their usual spot in Solomons.

The day started off with a nasty cold temperature of 15°F
and winds blowing 5-10 mph from the NNW. Most of the
sectors have areas along the Potomac River or creeks.
The creeks were heavily iced, most at least 75%, while the
river had a good section of ice too, jutting off a significant
distance from the shoreline.

Not sure I really want to mention this, but Kyle Rambo
found the only Brown-headed Cowbirds.
Jim Swift dug up a Short-eared Owl on the airstrip [at Pax
NAS].
There was one Mute Swan seen in the Broome’s Island
sector by Jill and Greg Lee and Lisa Garrett.

You would think with this rotten weather our results would
be not too sweet, but the bird gods surprised us. Our total
species count greatly exceeded the previous three years!
This year our total count was 17,841 and 88 species. For
those that like to keep track last year was 11,757 and 84
species, 2016 was 14,756 and 81 species, and 2015 was

Mike Rudy and Ernie Willoughby had the only Sharpshinned hawk and Eastern Screech-owls both from the
Swagger’s Point/Asbury area.
The only Chipping Sparrows were discovered by Karen Anderson and Mike Carpenter along Turner Road.

continued on page 3
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15,112 and 79 species. While previous years also gave us
rare birds to report, this one did not, unless you consider
the one Merlin up in Fort Washington.
The big numbers, birds greater than 1,000, came from
Canada Geese (3,248), Mallards (1,341), Ring-billed Gulls
(1,186), White-throated Sparrows (1,036), and Common
Grackle (1,740). The high species count was due to a good
variety of waterfowl (27 species), and all of our occasionally
seen birds showed up! Mark Rositol got our only Horned
Grebe and Merlin, I the only Woodcock and Great-horned
Owl. George Jett hung out at the treatment plant and netted
us (not literally) a Bonaparte’s Gull. Tommy Wright counted
the Navy Base and gave us tremendous waterfowl and
Bald Eagle numbers, reporting the only American Wigeon,
Northern Shoveler, and Green-winged Teal. His data really
added to our totals. We were also pleased to have two
Common Ravens and an American Woodcock. And now
give a drum roll please….a whopping 88 Bald Eagles!
Ft. Belvior CBC Herons
Sketch by Carrie Staples

So while the weather outside was frightful, our day ended
up delightful. Did I mention the wine?
Lynne Wheeler
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SMECO Poles Help Track Migrating Birds

Your crew also erected an osprey nest platform on a second
utility pole the same day at Newtowne Neck. I also have
been researching Ospreys and I have put up more than 56
nest platforms on the Patuxent River. I often see the ones
that SMECO has put up along the river. I monitor the usage
of almost 300 nests on the Patuxent so I appreciate your
efforts.

Watts News, January 2018 issue

The Sora [rail], a bird that inhabits marshes in Maryland,
is receiving extra attention from state and regional park
officials with some assistance from SMECO employees. In
October, the Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission began long-term radio tracking of Soras
to analyze their migration patterns. The commission’s
naturalists set up two automated tracking stations
mounted to utility poles in Newtowne Neck State Park near
Leonardtown and Patuxent River Park in Upper Marlboro.
SMECO provided the poles and a Southern Region crew
did the installation at Newtowne Neck.

I also wanted to invite all of the mentioned employees and
any other employees, friends, and family members to join
me at Patuxent River Park for a boat tour sometime next
spring or summer if they would like to learn more. We have
a large pontoon boat and can take up to 35 adults. You
would be welcome to use it as a team-building event or
staff appreciation day if you like.

Park naturalists are concerned about the apparent decline
in Soras at the birds’ traditional migratory stopovers in
Maryland. The new tracking stations are part of the Motus
network that enables monitoring of transmitter-equipped
birds in several nations. Using NanoTag transmitters
attached to 20 Soras, the naturalists can gather data
about the birds’ flight path and better understand the
hazards that the species may face.

Again, thanks to the SMECO team, especially Tommy
Short for making it all happen and David Lindsey for
organizing the effort. It was nice to see them take an
interest in the project, and you have an excellent group of
employees there. We appreciate SMECO’s commitment to
environmental protection and study.

Project leader Greg Kearns, a naturalist and biologist for 30
years with the regional park commission, explains the work
in his letter of thanks to SMECO, shown on Page 8.
Excerpt of a letter from Greg Kearns, leader of the Sora
monitoring project:
I was first in touch with Tommy Short, SMECO’s
environmental affairs coordinator. He was extremely helpful
and accommodating in supplying us with an old utility pole,
which we installed at Patuxent River Park in September. On
October 17, we set up another of these automated systems,
including the pole and antenna, at Newtowne Neck. Short
and General Foreman David Lindsey had met with me the
week before to plan out the logistics. On this day, Lindsey
showed up with his crew of Scott Horn and Joe Trossbach,
the chief linemen, and journeyman linemen Jared Stern and
Mike Brown.

Sora
Photo by Greg Keaarns

All I can say is, WOW! What a crew of employees you have,
because these gentlemen made our job extremely easy
and were very pleasant to work with. They went above and
beyond my expectations and were very professional hardworking employees. I couldn’t have been more impressed
with the assistance we received in putting this tracking
system up. Everything went according to plan and it was

a very smooth operation. I really appreciated the excellent
work this group provided.

The project was mostly funded by a large grant from the
Cove Point Natural Heritage Trust. Our two Motus stations
were the first put up in the interior of Maryland, and we
hope to add more stations in the future.

Photos by John Johnston
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The Birds That Survived Hurricane Maria

January 21 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Piscataway Park & Hard Bargain Farm, Prince
George’s County
2301 Bryan Point Road, Accokeek, MD 20607
“Winter Waterfowl and Resident Birds”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Mark Rositol
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society.
The varied habitat of water, woods, farm fields and edges
provide for a great variety of birds. See fergusonfoundation.
org for directions. Bill Townsend, HBF Educator Associate
will meet you at the entrance (red Chevy). No fee. Limit to
20 participants. RSVP to Lynne Wheeler at
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301- 751-8097(prefer text).

by Greg Breining

Birds in the Caribbean have evolved with the threat of
hurricanes—but this year’s season was one for the record
books. The endangered Puerto Rican Parrot survived the
devastation of Hurricane Maria thanks to a combination of
long-term preparedness and quick thinking on the part of
local biologists. Other Caribbean endemics also seem to
have survived. Read our special report.
Copyright © 2017 Cornell Lab of Ornithology
www.birds.cornell.edu
Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 Sapsucker Woods Rd
Ithaca, NY 14850

January 28 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Jefferson Patterson Park, Calvert County
“Winter Waterfowl Trip”
Leader: Tyler Bell
Open fields and wooded areas provide good land birding
and the river frontage offers close views of waterfowl.
Loons, mergansers, diving ducks and dabblers are likely,
often in great numbers. Call or email Tyler for directions to
the meeting location. RSVP to Tyler Bell at
jtylerbell@yahoo.com or 301-862-4623.

Puerto Rican Parrot
by Gloria Archilla via Birdshare

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

February 7 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Lenore Blevins, Lexington Park
Scott Clark, Ridge
Staci Eccleston, Mechanicsville
Kathryn Koch, Waldorf
Clemmer & David Montague, Fort Washington
Madison Morgan, La Plata
Austin Slater, Jr., Hughesville
Caroline Thorpe, Waldorf
Bill TWownsend, Accokeek

MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Southern MD Higher Education Center, St. Mary’s
County
Bldg I, Room 123
44219 Airport Road, California, MD 20619
“A FEATHERED FRIEND MOVIE NIGHT! NATURE:
ANIMAL HOMES, EPISODE 1, THE NEST”
Bring the family for movie night. This is episode 1 of 3 from
the Nature series Animal Homes. Bird nests come in all
shapes and sizes, crafted from an inexhaustible diversity
of materials, both natural and man-made. Each one is a
remarkable work of art, built with just a beak! We begin with
a museum collection of nests and branch out to scenes in
the wild, where birds arrive at diverse nesting grounds to
collect, compete for, reject, steal and begin to build with
carefully selected materials, crafting homes for the allimportant task of protecting their eggs and raising their
young. 52.55 minutes. Light refreshments and mingling
starts at 7 p.m. Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler at
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

2018 Field Trips and Programs
January 19 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP – YOUTHS WELCOME!!
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“Owl Prowl at The Elms”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow
Come “call out” the owls!! Owls are nocturnal, and
therefore not easy to spot. A great Friday night family
outing at The Elms. Dress appropriately for the weather,
and avoid noisy clothing. This event is weather dependent.
Rain or high winds will result in cancellation. Directions:
Take Rt 235 south, left onto St. James Church Road
(opposite Mattapany Rd). You will see the sign for The
Elms Environmental Education Center. We will meet in the
hunter’s dirt parking lot on the right 100 yards before the
gate (Do not drive past the gate!) RSVP to Bob Boxwell
at Bobboxwell@hotmail.com or 410-610-5124.

February 10 – SATURDAY – 7:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Private Farm, Charles County
“Barn Owl Prowl”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year
round resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl.
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a citizen scientist! Check out great GBBC K-12 resources
at The Cornell Lab website at http://www.birdsleuth.
org/gbbc/ For additional information email Lynne at
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

The farm is owned by the Wicomico Valley Foundation of
Southern Maryland. This is a great family outing! Bring a
reusable mug for hot chocolate. The exact meeting location
will be given at registration. Suggested donation of $5.00
per person supports our Raptor Conservation Fund. RSVP
to Mike at raptorsrulemc@gmail.com or 240-765-5192.

Monday February 19 Hellen Creek Preserve,
Calvert County 9 a.m. – 10 a.m.
Join trip leader Bob Boxwell who will be taking Hellen Creek
Trail to the creek. Come prepared for the winter weather
and bring your binoculars. We will count both species and
the number of each to report to the GBBC website. At
Coster/Mill Bridge Road take the turn onto Coster. Follow
0.9 of a mile to Clifton Drive. Turn right and follow 0.3 of
a mile to a sign with 11785 on top and Boxwell on the
bottom. Turn left and park at the end of the driveway. Note:
Google maps does not work for the address 11785 Clifton
Drive, Lusby, MD. Follow the directions listed. For
additional information e-mail Bob at bobboxwell@hotmail.
com or call 410-610-5124.

February 16 – 19 Is the
GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT!
Launched in 1998 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and
National Audubon Society, the Great Backyard Bird Count
(GBBC) celebrates the diversity of birds across America.
It was also the first online citizen-science project to collect
data on wild birds and to display results in near real-time.
Researchers at Cornell and the National Audubon Society
will use the data we collect. For information about the
GBBC see their website at birdcount.org. You can help out
by counting birds for as little as 15 minutes!

February 25 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
“Winter Birds and Tundra Specialists at Pax River
Airfield”
Leader: Kyle Rambo
We are fortunate to have access to airfields that provide
tundra-like habitat. This trip will feature typical winter
airfield birds such as Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs,
Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks, Savannah Sparrows,
and possible Wilson’s Snipe and Peregrine Falcon.
Preregistration is required and open to U.S. citizens only.
Trip is limited to 10 people. Must bring a photo I.D. Meet at
Gate #1 Visitor Parking Lot. RSVP to Kyle at kyle.rambo@
navy.mil or 301-757-0005.

SPECIAL GBBC EVENTS HAVE BEEN SCHEDULED
THROUGHOUT SOUTHERN MARYLAND!!!
Friday February 16
Kings Landing Park,
Calvert County 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Calvert Nature Society event. Ages 13 and up. Besides
Kings Landing, we will visit Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary
and the North Beach Marsh to increase our chances of
seeing more species and numbers of birds. Reservations
are required by: Wednesday, February 14. Program is free.
Go to www.calvertparks.org to register.		
Saturday February 17 Flag Ponds Nature Park,
Calvert County 8 a.m. – 10 a.m.
Calvert Nature Society event. All ages. Whether you are
a novice or an expert birder, volunteers of all ages are
welcome to help identify and count birds. Naturalist in
charge: Shannon Steele. This program is free. Reservations
are required by: Thursday, February 15. Go to www.
calvertparks.org to register.

March 8 –THURSDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.			
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Fairview Branch Library, Calvert County
8120 Southern Maryland Blvd, Owings, MD 20736
“BIRDS & GLASS COLLISIONS – WHAT YOU CAN
DO”
ANNE LEWIS, President, City Wildlife, Inc.
Each year we lose as many as 1 billion birds to deadly glass
collisions. Anne Lewis will talk about findings in their Lights
Out DC bird collision monitoring program. You can also
learn how to make glass in your home more bird friendly
for spring migrants. Light refreshments and mingling
starts at 7 p.m. Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler,
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

Saturday February 17
Myrtle Point Park,
St. Mary’s County 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Join trip leader Bob Boxwell in this annual event. We will
be taking the circuit route around Myrtle Point Park. Come
prepared for the winter weather and bring your binoculars.
We will count both species and the number of each to
report to the GBBC website. Meet outside the gate at 9
a.m. For additional information e-mail Bob at bobboxwell@
hotmail.com or call 410-610-5124.
Sunday February 18 Port Tobacco River Park,
Charles County 10 a.m. – 12 Noon
Join trip leader Lynne Wheeler at our new Charles County
park. We will count all birds seen and heard on the Eagle
and Wetland trails. Dress appropriately and bring your
binoculars, but we also have some to lend. This is a great
beginner bird activity! We will also check on our eagle
nest and discuss the Eagle Monitoring initiative. Become

March 18 – SUNDAY – 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FAMILY FIELD TRIP – Youth Welcome
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“Eagle Nest Monitoring”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler and Lee Vines
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Join us for an informative view of our Port Tobacco River
Park eagle nest and learn about the Maryland Bird
Conservation Partnership citizen-science monitoring
program. Volunteers document the nesting success and
productivity of Maryland’s Bald Eagle population to help
guide conservation actions. An active monitoring program
is vital to knowing when and where changes to breeding
eagles are taking place. RSVP to Lynne at somdaudubon@
yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Adopt-a-Raptor

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION







Foster Parents Needed!

Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island,
Audubon Camp in Maine.

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey,
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels
become available each year for adoption. Your donation will be
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation
projects such as:

Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly
from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

Barn Owl Nest Boxes
Kestrel Nest Boxes

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt
more than one:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________



Osprey Nesting Platforms
Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

 Osprey, $10 each
 Barn Owl, $25 each
 Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
 American Kestrel, $35 each

Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter
The Osprey:
___ Email me a link to download the pdf,
___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email
address is:
____________________________________________.
_______No thank you, please mail me a paper copy.

 General Donation to Raptor Fund

Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Total Amount:_____
Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:
• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S.
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of
the banding.
• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species.
• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon
Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans
Road, MD 20616.
GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the
certificate:___________________________________________

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

Mail To:

2016-2017 Officers

President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic - 301.283.6317
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler
3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD 20602

