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We’re surrounded by plastics. Plastic grocery bags and water bottles are some
of the most common forms of plastic we encounter every day. According to Brita,
Americans throw away 35 billion plastic water bottles every year. It’s estimated we
discard nearly 100 billion plastic bags annually, while only a fraction are recycled.
Plastic bags are harmful to birds and marine mammals who can mistake them for
food. Thousands of animals die each year after swallowing or choking on discarded
plastic bags or fragments. One study estimates 9 out of 10 seabirds birds have
eaten plastic that remains inside their digestive tract. Plastic bags decompose
into smaller pieces and eventually contribute to the Great Pacific Garbage Patch.
Plastic water bottles pose similar threats to wildlife. Only 20% of plastic water bottles
end up being recycled—the rest end up in landfills or, even worse, polluting the
environment. Plastics are made from petroleum, a non-renewable natural resource.
Their manufacture contributes to the diminishing availability of our natural resources
and harm to the environment from the extraction of petroleum.
Very few recycling centers accept plastic bags because they are of little recyclable
value. Recycling facilities in Prince George’s, Charles, and St. Mary’s Counties
used to accept plastic bags and shrink wrap. But these materials create operational
problems for conveyor belts used in single-stream recycling systems. Calvert County
does still accept plastic bags, according the county’s web site. This Earth Day, April
22 (or ever sooner), consider doing something for the environment that’s easy to
introduce into your life and beneficial for the environment. Say no to a plastic bag if
you can manage without it. I’m often looked at with disbelief when I say to a cashier
in a store, “I don’t need a bag.” It’s usually followed with the question, “Are you
sure?” I always want to reply, “It’s a gallon of milk. It has its own handle.” If I’m buying
more than one item, I bring a reusable shopping bag. These bags are made from
renewable materials and conserve resources by replacing paper and plastic bags.
Reusable bags are convenient and come in a variety of sizes, styles, and materials.
When not in use, some reusable bags can be folded up small enough to fit easily
into your pocket. If you do use a plastic bag occasionally, be sure to recycle it. Many
grocery stores now collect plastic bags for recycling. If yours doesn’t, check with
your community recycling program to learn how to recycle plastic bags in your area.
On average, Americans purchase over 50 billion plastic bottles every year. Fewer
than half of those bottles are recycled or put to better use. As mentioned earlier,
the rest are thrown away. There are some things you can do to reduce the amount
of plastic bottle waste. Instead of buying water in plastic bottles, purchase a
sustainable, reusable bottle made from metal or BPA-free plastic. BPA can leach
into the water and is linked to several health concerns. If you purchase a beverage in
a plastic bottle, recycle it after use. The recycling program in Charles County, where
I live, accepts most types of plastic bottles. There are many types of at-home water
filtration systems you can use that are stored in the refrigerator. If we can reduce our
dependence on plastics, we can help the environment and protect birds this Earth
Day—and every day.
For the Birds,
Michael Patterson
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Annual Potomac River Cleanup

Cool Internet Links!

It is again the time of the year for the Annual Potomac River
Cleanup. This year’s cleanup will be on April 16th from
9:00 am to 12:00 noon, rain on shine.

Mesmerizing Migration: Watch 118 Bird Species Migrate
Across a Map of the Western Hemisphere
http://tinyurl.com/118-species-migrating

The site at Marshall Hall Park is again being sponsored
by our Southern Maryland Audubon Society. SMAS will
furnish drinks and snacks. Representatives will be at the
sign-in table and through the park to help with what ever is
needed.

Hand Feeding Birds
https://www.facebook.com/theamazingwildnature/
videos/814702901990915/
Darn Gyrfalcons...They Are Just Such A Nuisance, Eh?
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h e g l o b e a n d m a i l /
videos/10153876635238904/

Gloves and trash bags are furnished through the Alice
Furgeson Foundation and Charles County Public Works.

This West Texas pronghorn antelope gave the drone pilot a
look at nature’s majesty, immediately followed by nature’s
fury!
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / w f a a c h a n n e l 8 /
videos/10153463376116545/

In previous years, many volunteers participated in the
cleanup including: students working on their community
service requirements, scout troops, church groups, and
businesses, as well as residents of all ages interested in
the environment in which we live. Every year after the
volunteers are done there is such a great difference in
the appearance, safety, and usefulness of the shoreline.
SMAS hopes that concerned residents will again show up
to help heal the Potomac.

This Cheeky Rufous Hummingbird Has A Crafty Way To
Fuel Up On Sap In Alaska.
https://www.facebook.com/bbctwo/
videos/683655768410261/
Amazing Rescue! 2 Tangled Swans ASK HUMANS to Help!
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / M a u r i c e W E v a n s /
videos/978866232180095/

If you want further information please contact me.
Site Coordinator, Bob Lukinic
Phone 301-283-6317 E-mail rdlukinic@gmail.com

A Golden Eagle “Sky-Dancing” in Utah
http://tinyurl.com/goea-skydancing
Wild Dolphins Dance with Boat
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / w e a r e w i l d n e s s /
videos/959745507424836/
Dolphin Birth
h t t p s : / / w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / Wa i t i n g M a r c h 2 0 1 6 /
videos/726994627431421/

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
They’ll be coming soon! Check these maps to see their
northward progress:
http://www.hummingbirds.net/map.html#faq
http://tinyurl.com/ebird-rubythroats-return
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Frigid Great Backyard Bird Count Touches
Tri-County State Parks

ID-ing A Bird In Flight
BirdNote®
Written by Bob Sundstrom

This year a hardy corps of Southern Maryland birders spent
Valentine’s Day weekend at three of our state parks doing
our part for the Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC), the
18th annual joint citizen-science effort of the Cornell Lab of
Ornithology and National Audubon Society. The GBBC is
an annual effort which asks birders to observe bird species
and abundance for 15 minutes or more at any time during
a 4 day period and then share the data electronically on
eBird.

One of the most difficult skills to pick up when you start
noticing birds is how to identify one in flight. You have to
sort through a series of visual clues all at once, at high
speed: silhouette, wing shape, how fast it flaps, dark
and light patterning. An experienced birder will take in all
these and other clues. So if you hang around long enough
you might hear something like: “Look! A hawk! Must be a
Cooper’s Hawk — it has that jizz.” In other words, it has
all the telltale signs. But where did this bit of birding slang
originate?

“Doing our part” for the GBBC was a challenge this year,
as the weather turned extremely cold for almost the
entire February 13-16 weekend. Really, really cold! As
6 of us gathered at 8 am a Newtowne Neck State Park,
the thermometer read 12 degrees. Undeterred, we took
advantage of Newtowne’s excellent panoramas of the
unfrozen Potomac River even as the landbirds hid from the
cutting wind. Tundra Swans, Long-tailed Ducks, Ruddy
Ducks, Horned Grebes and a Common Loon helped
us build a species list of 26 before we retreated to our
automobiles and went looking for hot chocolate.

One explanation takes us back to World War II, when
trained spotters scanned the skies and identified airplanes
by a coded system called General Impression of Size and
Shape, or G-I-S-S. Each plane — enemy or friend — had
a G-I-S-S. Birders simply borrowed the concept, spelling
the word by its sound — jizz.
Makes perfect sense. Except some birders apparently used
the word as early as 1920. Which has led to speculation
that it’s derived from the word “gist.” Whatever the origin,
getting a General Impression of the Size and Shape is a
good start for identifying a bird in flight.

SMAS sponsored two other trips that weekend, to both
Chapman State Park and to Flag Ponds. The data from our
tri-county field trip effort, added to the feeder and yard lists
flowing in from our area, joined a tsunami of GBBC counts
across the nation and the world. Checklists from more than
110 countries have been submitted, making this one of the
most robust citizen-science efforts ever undertaken.
David H. Moulton

For BirdNote, I’m Mary McCann.
http://birdnote.org/show/identifying-bird-flight

Bethesda, MD

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Rarity Roundup

John Alter, Port Republic
Lin Gauchat, Solomons
Roberta Gonzales, Fort Washington
Janet A. Graves, Valley Lee
Mary K. Greer, Huntingtown
William E. Hammond, Huntingtown
Brandon Harris, Fort Washington
Mr. Philip A. Helgerson, California
Rachel Hexter-Fried, Port Republic
Willie Higginbotham, Fort Washington
Paul Hill, Charlotte Hall
Ellen Reiben, Accokeek
Ms. Lorraine Rhine, Hollywood
John E. Savage, Leonardtown
Catherine Spedden, Annapolis
Doreen Thompson, Lexington Park
Robert Tourville, Leonardtown
Judy Watkins-Hope, Fort Washington
Gisela Whalen, Waldorf

Not much to report this time. The Greater White-fronted
Goose that Ernie Willoughby found in Solomons back
in January continues as of March 8. There has been a
significant movement of geese and swans out of the Bay
area so it won’t be there much longer.
Further afield, near Havre de Grace, an adult male Tufted
Duck was found on February 29. The last report, via eBird.
org, was on March 3 despite many observers searching
over the weekend.
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Citizen Science Participation Increases Trust in
Science, Study Shows

For this study, in order to understand how citizen science
affected both knowledge and attitudes, the research team
took a mixed-methods approach that took into account what
people learned as well as how their perceptions of science
changed. Both before and after students participated in one
of the two projects, the research team surveyed how much
students knew about insects and assessed their attitudes
toward science. After their citizen science experience,
students were asked open-ended questions about these
topics.

GAINESVILLE, Fla. — Lay people who participate in citizen
science develop more interest in science after participating
in such a project, a new University of Florida Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences study shows.
“Participating in science does more than teach people
about science,” said Andrea Lucky, an assistant research
scientist in the UF/IFAS entomology department and coauthor of the study. “It builds trust in science and helps
people understand what scientific research is all about.”

For the quantitative data, 74 students responded to
questions about their perception of the value of science
how much they trust it and their level of interest in
conducting research. They responded with answers in
five categories ranging from “low” to “high.” At the end
of the course, students were also asked to consider how
their perceptions changed over time. Researchers found
that not only were students significantly more interested
in and trusting of science, they were significantly more
interested in conducting research in the future. This pattern
was especially strong when students evaluated their own
changes in attitude.

Tyler Vitone, a master’s student in Lucky’s lab in the
entomology and nematology department, and his co-authors
wanted to understand what participants take away from
the experience of being part of a citizen science research
project. To do this, they looked at a group of people who
had limited experience with scientific research: students
in an introductory entomology course called The Insects.
The course is for non-science majors and meets a biology
general education requirement for students across campus,
so it includes students with a diverse mix of interests, from
art, English and history to finance, marketing and political
science. The research team conducted assessments in the
fall and spring semesters, from 2013 through 2015.

These results were echoed by students’ responses to
open-ended questions about citizen science; the majority
of students were excited to “get inside” the process of
doing science, even if they didn’t want to be scientists
themselves, UF/IFAS researcher said.

As part of the course, students must participate in one of
two citizen science projects coordinated by Lucky: One is
called the School of Ants; the other, Backyard Bark Beetles.

Katie Stofer, a UF/IFAS research assistant professor of
agricultural education and communication and a study coauthor, said UF/IFAS is full of examples of citizen science
or volunteer monitoring programs.

Both projects involve collecting insects to map and monitor
species distributions. The School of Ants project invites
participants to collect ants near a home, school or work
by placing crumbled cookies on an index card in two types
of environments: a paved surface such as a driveway or
sidewalk, and a green space such as a lawn or garden.
Participants record data about collection location, collect
and freeze the ant specimens overnight, and then deliver
them in person or by mail to Lucky’s laboratory at UF.

“These projects are often thought of as primarily benefiting
professional scientists or ‘science’ by helping professionals
collect data over space and time, which they couldn’t
do alone,” Stofer said. “However, it’s really a win-win
for everyone involved. As we found in the paper, nonprofessionals can get a better idea of how professional
science is done, even when they participate in what might
be considered a small project.”

Participants in the Backyard Bark Beetles project follow
instructions to make a simple beetle collection trap using
a 2-liter bottle baited with ethanol-based hand sanitizer.
Participants hang the trap for 24 to 48 hours, then collect
the trapped beetles into a zip-top bag and deliver them to
Lucky’s lab.

“The fact that these programs help UF/IFAS professionals
do research better is a bonus in addition to the impact of
engaging non-professionals in science research,” she said.
The study was published in the January issue of the openaccess Journal of Science Communication.
http://jcom.sissa.it/

Once the insects have been identified, the participants
learn about the species they collected. These samples
collected by project participants have led to a better
understanding of where ant and beetle species can be
found. This is especially important in the case of dangerous
or economically damaging introduced species whose
ranges are expanding, Lucky said. Similar to citizen science
projects nationwide, UF/IFAS scientists work in partnership
with the public to address real-world problems.
Lucky has been leading—and continues to coordinate—
citizen science projects from her UF/IFAS lab.

Bark Beetle damage
From Pinterest - Photographer Lynn Lunger
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Upcoming Events
March 11 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
Field Trip – YOUTHS WELCOME!!
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
“OWL PROWL AT THE ELMS”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow.
Come “call out” the owls!! Owls are nocturnal, and therefore
not easy to spot. A great Friday night family outing at The
Elms, but space will be limited so RSVP is required. Dress
appropriately for the weather, and avoid noisy clothing.
This event is weather dependent. Rain or high winds will
result in cancellation. The address is 49300 St. James
Road, Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rt 235 south, left onto
St. James Church road (opposite Mattapany Road). You
will see the sign for the Elms Environmental Education
Center. We will meet in the DNR parking lot on the right
before the gate. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at 410-610-5124,
Bobboxwell@hotmail.com

Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor
conservation and research projects in the Southern
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl.
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available
for adoption each year!

March 12 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
Field Trip
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
“LATE WINTER LAND BIRDS AND WATERFOWL”
Leader: Dean Newman
This trip has produced Lapland Longspurs, Snow Buntings
and Short-eared Owls. Facilities are available. No fee.
Meet at the Park and Ride lot across the street from the
Lexington Park Post Office on Tulagi Place. Call or email
Dean to register: dean.newman@dau.mil or 301-672-5464.

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!
Adoptive “parents” will receive:
A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and
location and date of banding.
Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the
species

April 6 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BENEFICIAL BATS IN YOUR BELFRY – EXPLORING
THE WORLD OF BATS”
KERRY WIXTED, Biologist II, Maryland DNR Wildlife and
Heritage Service
Bats are extremely beneficial yet poorly understood
creatures. Learn about the benefits of bats, amazing bats
around the world as well as those that call Maryland home,
and ways to help our declining bat populations. Come early
and hang out (bat joke) with us at 7 p.m. for refreshments.

Any other pertinent information that may become
available
Your support helps provide:
• Barn Owl Nest Boxes
• Osprey Nesting Platforms
• Kestrel Nest Boxes
• Mist Nets or Banding Supplies
Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the
Southern Maryland Audubon Society
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mail completed form to: Melissa Boyle, Adopt-a-Raptor,
10455 Point Lookout Rd. Scotland, MD 20687

April 10 – SUNDAY – 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640
“SPRING INTO BIRDING: BIRD IDENTIFICATION 101”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler, Nancy Megas, and Carole
Schnitzler
Bring your eyes and ears and finally accomplish what you
keep on saying but never do – learn how to identify the
birds you see and hear! The S. MD Audubon Society has
a new initiative this year; every southern Maryland County
will host bird training field trips to assist our beginner
birders. Come to our Charles County selection – Mount
Aventine at Chapman State Park. This officially designated
Important Bird Area offers biodiversity of great significance

Name:_______________________________________
as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Address:_____________________________________
____________________________________________
I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest
Amount Enclosed:______________________
Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

continued on page 6
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Upcoming Events
April 30 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s
County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BIRDING 101”
Leader(s): Dean Newman and Margarita Rochow
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you
tired of wondering and saying “What bird is that?” Do you
want to get better at knowing what birds you are seeing?
Birding 101 is the field trip for you! The more you walk the
walk, the better you become! The location at the Elms
Environmental Education Center offers a great habitat for
birds. Dean and Margarita will point out helpful identification
points such as: bird bill and facial markings, plumage
details, field marks, flight patterns, sound, behavior, and
habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn about birding
apps too. Call or email Dean to register:
dean.newman@md.metrocast.net,
dean.newman@dau.mil or 301-672-5464.

and interest. We will show a 30 minute bird identification
video and then have a three hour trail walk looking for
spring migrants and wildflowers. Extra binoculars will be on
hand. RSVP to Lynne at 301-751-8097 or
comstockel@aol.com
April 17 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Indian Head area, Charles County
“INDIAN HEAD RAIL TRAIL AND SMALLWOOD STATE
PARK”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
The Indian Head Rail Trail is one of the best locations for
Red-headed Woodpeckers in the state. We will also bird
Smallwood State Park, Marbury, MD for early migrants.
Come and see the Red-heads and help us find migrants
who are heading north!! Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the entrance
to Smallwood State Park, Marbury, MD. This is a joint trip
with the Audubon Naturalist Society. RSVP to Lynne at
301-751-8097 or comstockel@aol.com

May 4 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
To Be Determined. See the website for location
information.
“ST. MARY’S COLLEGE – DATA ANALYSIS OF THE PORT
TOBACCO CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS “

April 24 – SUNDAY - 8 am – 11 am
FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, St. Mary’s County
”EAGLES, EARTH DAY AND SOTTERLEY”
Leaders: David Moulton and Michael Patterson Wrap up
your Earth Day week exploring the bird life on this scenic
and historic Patuxent River property. Nesting Bald Eagles,
early migrants, meadowlarks, woodpeckers and waterfowl
can be found via Sotterley’s extensive new trail system.
From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road, turn right
through gates to the gravel parking lot on the Sotterley
historic property. RSVP at moulton.davidh@gmail.com or
240-278-4473.

May 14 – SATURDAY – All Day
COUNTY MAY COUNTS
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, St. Mary’s Counties
Help is always appreciated from all: backyard birders,
beginners, new members. This is a great way to learn!
Data and information help save our birds. The county
continued on page 7

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION


Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine.






Individual/Family:
__1year $20 __2year $35 __3year $45
Lifetime Membership: __ $500
Donation:
______

Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter.
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society.


Introductory Offer:

__1 year $20

Name:
___________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________
City:
_________________State:_________Zip:_________


Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________. ___ No thank you, please mail
me a paper copy.
Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.
Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.
GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.
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A different kind of B&B! Come and enjoy breakfast before
helping our Raptor Conservation Committee chair Mike
check a Barn Owl nest box, and hopefully band nestling
owls. This trip takes place on private property in southern
Charles County. The location and directions will be given
when you contact Mike to register and reserve your spot.
This event fills up rapidly. There is a small fee involved to
cover the cost of food. Please bring your own reusable
plate, mug, and utensils. RSVP to Mike at 240-765-5192 or
raptorsrulemc@gmail.com

coordinators for you to contact are as follows:
CALVERT: Sherman Suter (sjsuter29@verizon.net)
CHARLES: Michael Patterson
(301-752-5763, bigbuteo1@yahoo.com)
PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY: Fred Fallon
(410-286-8152, fwfallon@gmail.com)
ST. MARY’S COUNTY: Tyler Bell
(301-862-4623, jtylerbell@yahoo.com)
May 15 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Calvert Cliffs State Park, Calvert County
10540 H.G.Trueman Road, Lusby, MD 20657
“WARBLERS AND SPRING MIGRATION”
Leader: Judy Ferris and Jan Degeneffe
Neotropical migrants should be near their peak. Expect
warblers, tanagers, grosbeaks, Red-headed Woodpeckers,
and other songbirds. Good trails through wooded habitat
and along a creek and swamp. Take Rt. 2/4 south of Prince
Frederick for about 14 miles. Follow signs to the park. Meet
leaders in parking lot. Facilities and fee ($5), 3-4 mile round
trip walk. RSVP to Judy at 410-326-1965 or jferris11@
gmail.com

June 5 – SUNDAY – 1:00 P.M. – 4:00 P.M.
ANNUAL MEETING
Kings Landing Park, Calvert County
3255 Kings Landing Road, Huntingtown, MD 20639
Potluck Lunch………………… 1:00 – 2:15 p.m.
Welcome ………...…………… 2:15 – 2:30 p.m.
Award Presentations ………… 2:30 – 3:00 p.m.
Bird Walk ………………………3:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Come and join us appreciate this parks 265 acres of
natural area on the Patuxent River including 4,000 feet
of river shoreline and 50 acres of marshland. Our picnic
meeting will be held at a picnic pavilion, enabling us to
immerse ourselves easily into the parks wonderful nature
filled environment. Directions: From Rt. 4 at Huntingtown
turn onto Old Town Road (Rt. 524). Proceed to Bowen’s
Grocery Store and turn on Huntingtown Road (Rt. 521).
At the 4-way stop intersection, continue straight, and you
will be on Kings Landing Road. The road dead ends at the
park.

May 22 – SUNDAY – Dawn to Dusk or parts thereof
BIRD COUNT
Newtowne Neck State Park, St. Mary’s County
MD 243, Compton, MD 20627
“NEWTOWNE NECK BIRDING BLITZ”
Organizer: David Moulton
Come for an hour or the day. This will be a concentrated
effort to build up the species list at this magnificent but
under-birded state park, a former military training site along
the Potomac River. Participants will be assigned sectors
to ensure broad coverage. Habitat ranges from marshland
to fields to deep woods and river beaches. Take Rte. 5
north through Leonardtown. Turn south (left) onto Rte. 243
(Newtowne Neck Road) for 4.5 miles to parking lot just
beyond St. Francis Xavier Church. RSVP to David Moulton
at 240-278-4473 or moulton.davidh@gmail.com.

June 12 – SUNDAY – 9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Flag Ponds, Calvert County
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway, Lusby, MD 20657
“NIGHTTIME HORSESHOE CRAB ADVENTURE AT
FLAG PONDS”
Leader(s): Andy Brown and Melissa Boyle Acuti
The horseshoe crab is one of nature’s miracles, and their
eggs fuel the amazing migration of shorebirds! Want to see
horseshoe crabs spawning on the beach by moonlight? Join
us for this unique chance at water’s edge. Bring flashlights,
wear comfortable walking shoes that can get wet. Meet at
the gate to Flag Ponds. RSVP to Melissa at 443-340-3035
or melissaboyle3@gmail.com by June 6.

Mid-May – Early June
Barn Owls & Breakfast
Southern Charles County
Youths especially welcome!
The exact date to be determined, it all depends on the owls!
Watch our Osprey newsletter and website for exact date
and details.
Leader: Mike Callahan

June 17 – FRIDAY – 1:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Patuxent River Park – Jug Bay, Prince George’s County
16000 Croom Airport Road, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
“OSPREY BANDING TRIP”
Leader(s): Melissa Boyle Acuti and Greg Kearns
If you have never been lucky enough to experience this
beautiful park and see Osprey chicks up close and personal
do not hesitate now! Greg Kearns, park naturalist, is one of
the best in his field and provides a very entertaining, factfilled fun outing. Feel free to come early to have a picnic
lunch. Ages: 12 to adult, under 18 must be accompanied by
an adult. Maximum of 14 people. Cost: $18/person, payable
the day of, in cash. Pre-register with Melissa at 443-3403035 or melissaboyle3@gmail.com (email preferred).

EDITOR: Tyler Bell E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items,
etc. to the above address.

2015-2016 Officers

President, Michael Patterson (301-752-5763)
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic (301-283-6317)
Secretary, Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236)
Treasurer, Will Daniel (240-518-8006)
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