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I am bouncing off the walls by now, mad for spring! Before we know it March 20 will come 
and thank goodness spring will officially be here. Those of us tired of dribbling noses and 
the cold of February can finally spring into action and enjoy more of the great outdoors. I 
am ready to walk the trails and commune more comfortably with nature. Even as we wait 
for the warmer days and the excitement of spring migration, much bird activity is occurring 
around us. Bald Eagles and Great Horned Owls are nesting and will have hatchlings this 
month. Many of us have been looney mad watching the nest cam of our Bald Eagle pair at 
Charles County’s Port Tobacco River Park. Live nest cams are crazy with activity all over 
the country, and we are very fortunate to have one in our own backyard! 

Watching live nests in real time is a madness of the masses. With our own local Eagle 
Cam we get to meet and interact online with nest watchers from all over, sharing their 
fixation in watching our entertaining birds. The YouTube chat practically blew up with crazy 
excitement upon the appearance of our first egg January 31. If you are new to watching, I 
bet you found out this obsession was catchy! Since this is Mother Nature in action, everyone 
is on the edge of their seats, gripping their keyboard in fear of what might occur. We made 
sure our cam location included warnings to those less exposed to the hazards of the natural 
world. Some scenarios may be hard for some to watch, but most cam watchers are seasoned 
voyeurs and know life in the wild can be sad.

Want something to smile about? Our beloved Osprey will return around the end of the month 
and amuse us with their mad dash for fish, while Bald Eagles wait in the treetops and attempt 
to rob them of their catch. This mad interaction is always a favorite of mine. Now is also a 
good time to clean out your bird boxes or install new ones. Eastern Bluebirds and others will 
start to check them out soon, on the hunt for potential nest locations. 

So as we move out of the cold of winter and into the beauty of spring please remember 
to come out and enjoy the many field trips and lecture programs we have worked hard to 
provide to our members. 

Please join us! Let’s all share in our madness for birds. 

Lynne Wheeler, President

https://www.charlescountyparks.com/parks/port-tobacco-river-park-eagle-cam
https://www.charlescountyparks.com/parks/port-tobacco-river-park-eagle-cam
http://somdaudubon.org/events/
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National Audubon Society Opposes Loss of 
Important Bird Habitat Because of Border Wall

NEW YORK — As construction is imminently set to begin on 
a section of a border wall at the National Butterfly Sanctuary in 
Mission, Texas and that threatens to close Bentsen-Rio Grande 
Valley State Park in Texas, part of the World Birding Center, 
which hosts over 500 bird species, National Audubon Society 
released its position statement opposing the wall:

“Along with planetary warming, loss of habitat is a leading cause 
of declining bird populations. The biological impact of destroying 
this habitat is incredibly high. The ecosystems along the U.S. 
border with Mexico are intensely rich in birds and natural beauty. 
They generate hundreds of millions of dollars in ecotourism and 
other economic benefits every year, and they support vibrant 
human communities.

“That’s no surprise: Healthy ecosystems contribute to healthy 
bird populations and healthy human communities alike. The 
wellbeing of birds and of people are deeply intertwined, and 
that’s why Audubon has worked for decades to protect birds and 
the places they need. Of course, healthy human communities also 
depend on strong local culture, good jobs, public health, and the 
rule of law.

“As the voice of birds and as a community-builder for 114 years, 
Audubon opposes the construction of structures along the border 
that would:

    destroy or fragment important bird habitat like Bentsen-Rio 
Grande Valley State Park, iconic National Wildlife Refuges like 
Santa Ana NWR in Texas, National Parks, National Forests, 
other public lands, or protected wetlands;
    - block migration corridors for 111 endangered species, and 
108 species of migratory birds;
    - damage habitat for over 500 species of birds;
    - create or worsen environmental risks like flooding that would 
threaten birds and people;
    - result in waiving or weakening bedrock environmental 
protections, including the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, the 
Endangered Species Act, the Clean Water Act, or the National 
Environmental Policy Act;
    - diminish outdoor recreation or ecotourism opportunities;
    - sever connections between communities and natural 
resources; or
    - harm the communities, landowners, tribes, or organizations 
with whom we partner and among whom we serve.

“Millions of Americans from all walks of life love birds and 
understand the connections between birds and people. Audubon 
believes that conservation doesn’t have a party and that bird 
issues can bring us together. At a time when America needs 
solutions and understanding, Audubon remains committed to 
creating more common ground for birds and communities.”

The National Audubon Society protects birds and the places 
they need, today and tomorrow. Audubon works throughout the 
Americas using, science, advocacy, education and on-the-ground 

conservation. State programs, nature centers, chapters, and 
partners give Audubon an unparalleled wingspan that reaches 
millions of people each year to inform, inspire, and unite diverse 
communities in conservation action. A nonprofit conservation 
organization since 1905, Audubon believes in a world in which 
people and wildlife thrive. Learn more and how to help at www.
audubon.org and follow us on Twitter and Instagram at @
audubonsociety

Rock Wren in Bushwood, MD
Photo by George Jett

Rock Wren in Bushwood, St. Mary’s County
by Tyler Bell

On Tuesday, February 5, I was tagged on a Facebook post to 
the group MD Notable Bird Sightings & Discussion Group. Fred 
Burggraf, an ex-SMAS member who was a regular field trip 
leader back in the days when I was the field trip coordinator, 
posted three killer photos of a Rock Wren being seen at the home 
of some friends. Fred now lives in South Carolina but his friend’s 
home is in Bushwood, northwest of Leonardtown. My jaw just 
about hit the floor. There are two prior records of Rock Wren 
in Maryland, both from Worcester County. The first record was 
from 1993. The second one was a two day wonder in 2015.

I sent Fred a message and we chatted about contacting the 
homeowners. He forwarded my phone number to them and 
within a few hours, my phone rang. They are a very amicable 
couple who are admittedly not bird experts but love to feed the 
birds. The Rock Wren had showed up at their house sometime 
in December but they were unable to identify it. They got more 
curious as time wore on and came to the conclusion, after much 
internet surfing, that this might be a Rock Wren. But, the range 
maps showed that it should be far to the west. That’s when they 
sent Fred their photos and he posted them to the group.

If you live in St. Mary’s, being a fairly small county, there is a 
good chance that you will know someone or they know someone 
that you know. As it happens, the homeowners know Kyle 
Rambo through adult indoor soccer league! They go way back. 
So, Kyle offered to act as the gatekeeper, taking requests for 
visits and coordinating that with the homeowner’s schedule. We 
have access, in 2 hour blocks, to stand in their driveway and view 
the feeders from 8 am through 4 pm. The bird typically shows 
up not long after sunrise and comes to the feeders, particularly 
the one stocked with mealworms, frequently throughout the day. 
My wife and I were there at 8 the next morning and the bird 
obliged within a few minutes. At one point, it became curious 
and perched on the peak of the 
roof just over our heads!

If you’re reading this and would 
like to try to see our local rarity, 
please email me and we’ll see 
if we can squeeze you in! My 
email address is on the last page 
of the newsletter.
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Farm Bill - Good News
 
The Farm Bill, formally known as the Agriculture Improvement 
Act of 2018 (H.R. 2), passed the U.S. Senate on 11 December 
by a bipartisan vote of 87 to 13, and the House passed it the 
following day by a decisive vote of 369 to 47. President Trump 
signed it on 20 December.
 
The 800-page Farm Bill agreement - which added up to $867 
billion over 10 years - had some fine portions for wildlife and 
conservation, including the following:

    Conservation Compliance and Sodsaver - Established in 
1985, this continues eligibility for most federal farm programs 
linked to standard soil and wetlands conservation practices. It 
denies farm program benefits for planting on former wetlands or 
draining a wetland to enable crop production. It can be crucial for 
waterfowl, shorebirds, and grassland birds.
    Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) - The enrollment cap 
was raised from 24 million to 27 million acres, and CRP continues 
to benefit high-value wetlands and water quality practices. CRP 
pays farmers to remove some acres from production over multi-
year periods to create wildlife habitat. New revision would 
also direct benefits to more critical grassland acres in strategic 
regions. Many species, as varied as Northern Shoveler, Northern 
Bobwhite, and Henslow’s Sparrow should benefit. Significantly, 
this is the first time CRP acres have increased in the Farm Bill 
since 1996.
    Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) - 
Increases total funding by $2 billion over 10 years and allows 
for greater participation. There has developed a high demand 
for ACEP dollars to create wetland and agricultural easements. 
This portion also provides flexibility for grazing and wetland 
restoration on Wetland Reserve Easements to maximize wetland 
and wildlife benefits.
    Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) - Only 
created in 2014, RCPP is substantially increased in annual 
funding from $100 million to $300 million along with making 
improvements. This will allow for the creation and expansion 
of successful projects that target species with the greatest need. 
These include Golden-winged Warbler, Bobolink, and Tricolored 
Blackbird.
    Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) - The 
percentage of EQIP funds that will benefit wildlife has doubled, 
from 5 percent to 10 percent, providing an estimated $200 million 
per year. This specifically has new opportunities for grassland and 
forest habitats and can promote valuable post-harvest flooding.
    Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program (VPA-
HIP) - The new Farm Bill reauthorizes funding for VPA-HIP at 
$50 million over the life of the Farm Bill. This is an important 
program for public access on specified lands that receive Farm 
Bill habitat benefits.
    Hemp - Also buried in the Farm Bill was a provision (Section 
10113, titled “Hemp Production”) to allow industrial hemp - for 
oil and fiber use in particular - to be produced and marketed in 
the U.S. This also could mark the potential revival of hemp seed 
as a backyard bird food.

Fortunately, the Farm Bill final agreement also dropped a number 
of harmful provisions impacting federal forests, endangered 

species, and dangerous pesticides that could threaten millions of 
birds each year.
 
For more details, see the Wildlife Management Institute 
summary:
https://wildlifemanagement.institute/outdoor-news-bulletin/
december-2018/farm-bill-passes-congress

 
You can access all the past E-bulletins on the National Wildlife 
Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

Paul J. Baicich 
410-992-9736
paul.baicich@verizon.net

Continued on page 4

Summary of the Fort Belvoir CBC, Dec 30, 2018 
(circle center on Rt 1 near Pohick Church in Fairfax Co.)

The count recorded 108 species and one count week species 
(Lesser Black-backed Gull) due to the efforts of 174 field 
counters (63 parties) and 16 feeder watchers - this is bit below 
the long-term average of 113 species. There was one unusual 
species, Clay-colored Sparrow. Species with High Counts were 
Double-crested Cormorant (349), Blue Jay (1746), Red-breasted 
Nuthatch (98), Gray Catbird (10), and Swamp Sparrow (319). 
Species with Low Counts were House Finch (111). Uncommon 
species were Greater Scaup (only 2), Common Loon (2), King 
Rail (2), Greater Yellowlegs (2), Wilson’s Snipe (only 1), 
American Woodcock (8), the 3 typical owls, American Kestrel 
(1), Merlin (2), Peregrine Falcon (1), Common Raven (2), 
Palm Warbler (1), American Tree Sparrow (6), White-crowned 
Sparrow (12), Lincoln’s Sparrow (2), Purple Finch (8), and Pine 
Siskin (7). I note that American Coot was almost a low count (7) 
as well as American Goldfinch (250). After deconfliction, Bald 
Eagle numbers were 156 (116 adult).

This winter season had low overall numbers of waterfowl 
(although all the typical species were reported), which is thought 
to be due to the rainy summer causing high water levels and 
turbidity and thus lowering submerged aquatic vegetation growth 
as well as reduced underwater animal production.
Chickadees (732) and Titmice (731) were low, but not record 
low, and this may also be associated with the effects of the wet 
summer. Moreover, Great Blue Heron tallies (182) were depressed 
this year, also possibly related to the wet summer. Additionally, 
House Finch and American Goldfinch were also depressed in 
numbers, although the impact of disease on the former may be 
key to understanding its decline. We note the fall had a poor berry 
crop showing for some plant species, e.g., poison ivy, which 
greatly reduced warbler (YWRA=19) and waxwing (393) totals.
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Getting Much Closer To Hemp Birdfood
 
As mentioned above, the Farm Bill passed with bipartisan 
support, and it includes a section on industrial hemp. It defines 
hemp - a close relative of marijuana that can be used to make a 
variety of products - as an agricultural commodity and removes 
its inclusion as an illegal drug. In Section 10113, the Farm Bill 
eliminates “hemp” from the definition of marijuana under the 
Controlled Substances Act and creates an exemption for the 
miniscule amount of psychoactive THC found in hemp.
 
This is important because it frees this particular cannabis from 
onerous restrictions, and specifically frees it up for creative 
production - including as birdseed.
 
In the meantime, Minnesota is moving quickly to experiment 
with industrial hemp seed as bird food. We mentioned this in our 
February 2018 issue:
https://conta.cc/2Eze3Zg
 
The Minnesota Ornithologists’ Union has teamed up with the 
Minnesota Department of Agriculture and the owner of All-
Seasons Wild Bird Stores Ltd to carry out a wild bird food 
preference study to validate the value of hemp as a desirable and 
high-energy food for birds.
 
The bird-feeding experimentation is moving well. Dr. David L. 
Horn of Millikin University in Decatur, Illinois, is working on the 
results of Phase I testing that began in late summer 2018. Phase II 
begins this month with a structured pattern of observations at three 
feeding locations. This will be complimented by observations 
of 22 volunteers throughout Minnesota who will be tabulating 
results. All observations should be completed by February 15.
 
The project has also generated interest from Minnesota farmers. 
It is a crop that can be grown locally; it does not require use 
of pesticides or insecticides for production, and the high oil and 
protein content of the seeds make them a very desirable food for 
the birds.
 
According to Carrol Henderson, recently retired from the 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources, feeder-hosts have 
already documented over two dozen species of birds feeding 
on the hemp seed. So far, House Sparrows and squirrels have 
shown little interest in hemp. The final results of the bird-feeding 
experiments will hopefully tell us more.

You can access all the past E-bulletins on the National Wildlife 
Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

Paul J. Baicich 
410-992-9736
paul.baicich@verizon.net

On the other hand, the significant autumn influx from the 
north of Red-breasted Nuthatches was notable and produced 
a record count. Unfortunately, this did not extend to the other 
winter finches, which, despite a great fall migratory showing, 
were present in limited numbers in the circle. A good migratory 
season coupled with desirable habitat led to good sapsucker 
(91), creeper (86), winter wren (53) and Hermit Thrush (125) 
numbers. Overall, sparrow numbers appeared to be a bit higher 
than average, but not in record numbers (except for SWSP). This 
year we had 2 Lincoln’s Sparrow reports and when one notes 
that over the last 20 years LISP is sometimes reported for this 
circle suggests a new wintering trend. With the inclusion of the 
Lorton Landfill and Laurel Hill Parks, good habitat for species 
that are problematic elsewhere in the circle can be surveyed and 
this enhances harrier, kestrel, meadowlark and White-crowned 
Sparrow tallies. Continued maintenance of these habitats should 
result in the continued presence of these species in future counts. 
Notable was the return of the Clay-colored Sparrow to the Laurel 
Hill Eq. Center Park after giving a fine showing last winter. 
Although the CCSP was a bit more elusive this season than last, 
it still has delighted many birders.

Some long-term trends are beginning to become apparent. 
Vultures and cormorants have increased greatly in numbers 
compared to just 20 years ago - this may be connected to long 
term warming trends. Another trend is the switch of buteo 
abundance from Red-tailed Hawk to Red-shouldered about 14 
years ago which is likely due to the increase in the suburban 
landscape footprint.

Additional notes on count data: wind direction was variable 
the day of the count, but strength was weak throughout the day. 
Some field counters became feeder watchers in the afternoon, 
hence the numbers have some overlap as the total participants 
numbered 185.

Last, but not least, a special Thank You to the Sector Leaders 
and ALL the Counters who have, once again, made this CBC 
excellent!

Wishing You All Good Birds,
Kurt Gaskill

Sketch by Carrie Staples
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2019 Field Trips and Programs

February 16 - SATURDAY– 7:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP
Private Farm, Charles County
“Barn Owl Prowl”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year 
round resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl. The 
farm is owned by the Wicomico Valley Foundation of Southern 
Maryland. This is a great family outing! Bring a reusable mug 
for hot chocolate. The exact meeting location will be given at 
registration. Suggested donation of $5.00 per person. RSVP to 
Mike at 240-765-5192, or raptorsrulemc@gmail.com.

February 15 – 18 is the
21st ANNUAL GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT!

Special GBBC events have been scheduled throughout 
Southern Maryland!!!  Please see our website and Facebook 
page for local activities throughout Southern Maryland.

February 24 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County 
“Winter Birds And Tundra Specialists At Pax River 
Airfield” 
Leader: Kyle Rambo 
We are fortunate to have access to airfields that provide 
tundra-like habitat. This trip will feature typical winter 
airfield birds such as Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, 
Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks, Savannah Sparrows, and 
possible Wilson’s Snipe and Peregrine Falcon. Preregistration 
is required and open to U.S. citizens only. Trip is limited to 
10 people. Must bring a photo I.D. Meet at Gate #1 Visitor 
Parking Lot. RSVP to Kyle at kyle.rambo@navy.mil or 301-
757-0005.

March 6 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 
Port Tobacco Courthouse, Charles County
8430 Commerce St, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“STRAWS - PLASTIC POLLUTION IN OUR 
WATERWAY”
This is a joint program hosted by SMAS and 
the Port Tobacco River Conservancy.  Join us 
for a 30 minute powerful documentary about 
plastic straws and other forms of plastic 
pollution that inundate our waterways and oceans. The film 
illustrates how individuals, groups, and businesses around 
the globe are reducing plastic straw use through education, 
collaboration, policy development and utilization of non-
plastic alternatives. With colorful opening animation narrated 
by Oscar winner Tim Robbins, STRAWS is entertaining as 
well as educational. The event will also feature our local 
Ocean Guardian students from J.C. Parks Elementary and 
North Point High School, further emphasizing the harm 
plastics are causing to our environment. Information about 

Point Lookout CBC
by Bob Boxwell

St. George’s Island and Kitts Point 
It was a typical weekend day for the Point Lookout CBC. By that 
I mean it was raining. Not too bad but enough to be thankful I no 
longer have to wear glasses. Again this year I had permission to 
go on the McKenny farm in Drayden. Melanie McGinnes joined 
me for this part of the count. We saw a lot of the usual winter 
birds although not many ducks. The big surprise was a huge flock 
of grackles. It was so big we heard it before we saw it. 

The best part of the morning was stopping at Melanie’s house 
next to the Piney Point Lighthouse. She is right on the water and 
had a very active bird feeder. We saw chickadees and Brown-
headed Nuthatches flitting in to grab a seed from ten feet away. 
Then this finch came in and then another. My first thought was 
that’s not a house finch, the color is wrong. After coming and 
going a couple of times, I asked Melanie what color she thought 
it was. Raspberry was her reply. Hot damn! I haven’t had a Purple 
Finch in years!

My visit to Kitts Point was not nearly as exciting. There was very 
little activity in the fields and no flock of pipits like 2017.  I did 
pump up the Canada Goose numbers but the only other waterfowl 
were Buffleheads. I was kind of disappointed but managed to end 
it on a high note when I spied an American Kestrel on the wire as 
I drove out of the territory and headed home.

Point Lookout to the Elms and St. Mary’s College
The recurring Barrow’s Goldeneye pulled a fast one this year. It 
showed up at Pax NAS the week before the count in an area about 
two miles north of the count circle. Flash forward to the Patuxent 
CBC, and it moved back to the Elms where it has remained, 
being seen by several birders in St. Mary’s County for the Varied 
Thrush near Leonardtown and the Rock Wren in Bushwood. This 
is the eighth winter in a row. Will he be back next winter and will 
he be correctly positioned to be included in one of the counts?

A feeder watcher south of St. Mary’s College reported a Rose-
breasted Grosbeak which showed up on a feeder cam. The bird 
was present for a few minutes but not relocated. This is a new 
species for the count!

And, certainly not annual, an Orange-crowned Warbler was 
found at St. Mary’s College. These birds seem to prefer Eastern 
Baccharis (saltbush) so if you’re in marshy habitat with Eastern 
Baccharis, keep an eye out for a drab warbler lurking within!

Orange-crowned Warbler
Photo by Bill Hubick

tel:(240)%20765-5192
mailto:raptorsrulemc@gmail.com
mailto:kyle.rambo@navy.mil
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Blue-Gray Gnatcatcher
Photo by Bill Hubick

April 21 - SUNDAY – 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
EARTH DAY FIELD TRIP
Chapel Point State Park, Charles County
8855 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677 
All hands on deck! Help with invasive plant removal. The S 
MD Audubon Society and the Port Tobacco River Conservancy 
are helping to protect our native plant species by removal of 
invasive plants. Come help and celebrate Earth Day. Gloves 
provided. RSVP to Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 
301-751-8097 (prefer text).

April 21 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m.  - 11:00 a.m.
EARTH DAY FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“What’s Soaring at Sotterley”
Leader(s): David Moulton
Kick off Earth Day week with a birdwalk at this scenic and 
historic Patuxent River property as the annual surge of 
migrating birds begins throughout St. Mary’s County. Nesting 
Bald Eagles, migrating warblers, meadowlarks, woodpeckers 
and waterfowl can all be found via Sotterley’s extensive 
new trail system. From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road, 
turn right through the gates to the gravel parking lot on the 
Sotterley historic property. RSVP at moulton.davidh@gmail.
com or 240-278-4473.  

April 27 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s Co 
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628 
“Birding 101” 
Leader(s): Judy Ferris and Margarita Rochow
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you 
tired of wondering and saying “What bird is that?” Do you 
want to get better at knowing what birds you are seeing? 
Birding 101 is the field trip for you! The more you walk 
the walk, the better you become! The Elms Environmental 
Education Center offers great habitat for birds. Your leaders 
will share helpful identification pointers such as: bird bill and 
facial markings, plumage details, field marks, flight patterns, 
sound, behavior, and habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn 
about birding apps too. The address is 49300 St. James Road, 
Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rt 235 south, left onto St. James 
Church Road (opposite Mattapany Road). You will see the 
sign for the Elms Environmental Education Center. We will 
meet in the hunter’s dirt parking lot on the right 100 yards 
before the gate.  Do not drive past the gate. RSVP to Judy 
at jferris11@gmail.com or 410-474-0368. 

our recent Charles County ban on plastic straws will also be 
made available. Light refreshments and mingling start at 7 
p.m. Public invited. Free event. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler 
at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text). 

March 17– SUNDAY – 10:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“Get Your Green On! Eagle Nest and Signs of Spring”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler   
Join us for an update about our Port Tobacco River Park 
eagle nest and learn about the Maryland Bird Conservation 
Partnership citizen-science monitoring program.  Volunteers 
document the nesting success and productivity of Maryland’s 
Bald Eagle population to help us to identify what conservation 
actions may be needed in the future.  Maintaining an active 
monitoring program is vital to knowing when and where 
changes to breeding eagles are taking place. 

April 3 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park, Charles County
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640
“OLD GROWTH FORESTS IN MARYLAND”
GWEN BREWER, Science Program Manager, Maryland 
Department of Natural Resources, Wildlife and Heritage 
ServiceMaryland may not have the majestic old growth 
redwood forests of the western U.S., but the state does have 
some amazing forest patches with trees over 400 years old. 
Come learn about these special places, including the animals 
that they support and efforts to protect them like the Old 
Growth Forest  Network. Light refreshments and mingling 
start at 7 p.m. Public invited. Free event. Inquiries to Lynne 
Wheeler at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 
(prefer text). 

April 21 – SUNDAY
EARTH DAY SPECIAL EVENTS

Protect Our Species
Earth Day 2019 is Monday, April 22. 
This year the focus will be to Protect Our 
Species. Join us in helping to protect our 
native plant species with invasive plant 
removal, and learn about the importance 
of bird habitat and declining species. 
Please check our website for other events 
that may have been added throughout southern Maryland.

April 21 - SUNDAY - 8 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
EARTH DAY FIELD TRIP
Port Tobacco River Park, Charles County
7685 Chapel Point Road, Port Tobacco, MD 20677 
Come and join us as we enjoy looking for migrating birds, 
check on our eagle nest, and spring ephemerals. RSVP to 
Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 
(prefer text).

mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:moulton.davidh@gmail.com
mailto:moulton.davidh@gmail.com
tel:%28240%29%20278-4473
mailto:jferris11@gmail.com
mailto:410-
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Adopt-a-Raptor

Foster Parents Needed!

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of 
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum 
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey, 
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels 
become available each year for adoption.  Your donation will be 
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation 
projects such as:

        Barn Owl Nest Boxes       Osprey Nesting Platforms
        Kestrel Nest Boxes           Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt 
more than one:

 � Osprey, $10 each                                       Total Amount:_____
 � Barn Owl, $25 each                                   Total Amount:_____
 � Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each           Total Amount:_____
 � American Kestrel, $35 each              Total Amount:_____ 

 � General Donation to Raptor Fund      Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:

• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of 
the banding.

• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species.

• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on 
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
If this is a gift, please include the recipient’s name for the 
certificate:___________________________________________

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Carole Schnitzler

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Mail To:

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support 
local conservation initiatives and enable us to provide southern 
Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, 
Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon 
Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s 
award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be 
received to our chapter. Your renewal information will come directly 
from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter 
The Osprey:

 �  ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, 
 ___ Email me a notice it is available on the website. My email 
address is: 
____________________________________________.   
_______No thank you, please mail  me a paper copy. 

 

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans 
Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal.
Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2018-2019 Officers
President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097 

Vice-President, Margarita Rochow  - 240.577.1748
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931

Osprey
Photo by Bill Hubick
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