
The Osprey 
Newsletter of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society

OCTOBER 2018     VOLUME 53, ISSUE 2

http://somdaudubon.org/

1

In This Issue

Fall Webworm Nests 

Dolphin Watch:Dolphins In The 
Chesapeake Bay

Are Your Binoculars Really
in Focus?

Five Young Whooping Cranes In 
Louisiana

Field Trips and Programs

Continued on page 2

Monarch
Photo by Bill Hubick

President’s Perch
On the Move

Fall migration is the perfect time to get out and spread your wings. All over southern 
Maryland, events are popping up to entice you to leave your nest and enjoy this 
beautiful time of year. We birders are on the move hunting migrants, and there 
are many tools to help you find them. A couple of my favorites are provided by the 
Cornell Lab of Ornithology. A new favorite for me is BirdCast, a real-time analysis 
map that shows intensities of actual bird migration as detected by the U.S. weather 
surveillance radar network. Check it out now at http://birdcast.info/live-migration-
maps/. And if you have favorite species you don’t want to miss, or need to add 
to your bird list, don’t forget to log onto eBird, where you can access the species 
maps. Explore them at https://ebird.org/home. 

And let’s not forget our other migrating friend, the Monarch Butterfly! I have seen 
many caterpillars and adults this season, and like to think all of our efforts promoting 
milkweed planting and plants for other pollinators are paying off. Come and help 
us cheer the Monarchs on their long journey Saturday, October 6 at Cobb Island 
from 9:30 am – 2:30 pm for the 7Th Annual Monarch Mania Festival. These regal 
butterflies are on the move, so come on out and join us.

Our society is excited to announce our fall event, Earth, Wine & Fire. We are 
grateful to have two sponsors, Jefferson Patterson Park & Museum (JPPM) and 
Perigeaux Vineyards & Winery provide us with beautiful venues and fun activities. 
This October 20th FUNdraiser will include a private guided tour of archaeological 
sites and the Indian Village at JPPM. We will then migrate over to Perigeaux 
Vineyard & Winery, who have really gone to great lengths to help us. There we 
will enjoy a nature walk and tour of the vineyard, graze on French cuisine, indulge 
in wine tasting, and cap it all off with a bonfire! Get it? Earth, Wine & Fire!! See 
information in this newsletter and details on our website. Please, we need your 
support! Purchase your tickets now! 

Speaking of support, the board of directors is pleased to inform our members of a 
recent $1,000 donation we made to the Calvert Nature Society. The nature society 
(and Calvert County Natural Resources Division) has entered into a joint project 
with Calvert County Public Schools for the installation of Motus tracking towers on 2 
school sites in Calvert County. In conjunction with existing towers already installed 
by our friend from Patuxent River Park, Greg Kearns, these two new towers will 
provide full coverage for all of Southern Maryland and even reach across the Bay. 

http://birdcast.info/live-migration-maps/
http://birdcast.info/live-migration-maps/
https://ebird.org/home
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The towers are set up to record the flights of any animals 
that are equipped with transmitters (birds, bats, insects) 
that pass by them. The schools will be using the data 
for a middle school STEM lesson on bird movement and 
diversity. Additionally, the towers will add to Greg’s data 
in his research on Soras. They also plan to deploy tags 
on Osprey, Barn Owl chicks, as well as American Kestrels 
and Saw-whet owls within the next year. We are excited to 
assist what we believe is a fantastic project that supports 
birds. It warms our heart to help, and we look forward to 
learning about the results of their research effort. For more 
information about Motus Wildlife Tracking Towers see 
https://motus.org/.

So get on the move! Migrate to one of the many scheduled 
events, and please support our upcoming fundraiser. 
Lynne Wheeler, President

Dolphin Watch: Dolphins In The Chesapeake Bay

Dr. Helen Bailey, from the University of Maryland’s 
Chesapeake Biological Lab in Solomons, presented 
“Dolphin Watch: Dolphins In The Chesapeake Bay” at the 
Asbury retirement community in Solomons on Wednesday, 
September 5. Paula and Ernie Willoughby were able to 
coordinate this lecture and it was a huge success. It was 
surely the highest attendance of any SMAS talk ever! The 
poor facilities worker on duty had to keep bringing out 
stacks of chairs as attendees poured into the room filling it 
almost to capacity.

George Jett the Snake!

Well, who knew that there’s a tropical snake named after 
our very own George Jett! If you click on the link below then 
search the article (Control-F) you’ll find that the researchers 
named a snail-eating snake Dipsadini georgejetti surely in 
thanks for his relentless environmental activism. Keep up 
the good work, George 

https://zookeys.pensoft.net/article/24523/

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Earl F Williams, Accokeek
Verna M Norris, Lexington Park

Rebecca Turner, Owings
Robin Wedewer, Huntingtown

Fall Webworm Nests 
August 20 at 6:10 AM 

Fall Webworm nests are beginning to appear right in time 
for fall bird migration. Nature has its timing down perfectly. 
In the spring, Eastern Tent Caterpillars build their nests just 
in time to nourish the waves of neotropical bird migrants 
as they make their grand push to the northern breeding 
grounds. So too, does the Fall Webworm build their nests 
just in time to nourish southbound bird migrants on their 
journey back to the tropics.

Fall Webworm caterpillar nests are often viewed as a 
nuisance or eyesore. Please remember that many species 
rely on these caterpillars. Do not tear down or burn the 
nests. The caterpillars may defoliate a branch or two, but 
generally they do not cause harm to the tree.

To see more photos of adult Fall Webworm Moths, the 
caterpillars, and photos of Fall Webworm nests, go to the 
Maryland Biodiversity Project: 

https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/viewSpecies.
php?species=2490

Bill Hubick and Jim Brighton
Maryland Biodiversity Project
https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/index.php

https://motus.org/
https://zookeys.pensoft.net/article/24523/
https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/viewSpecies.php?species=2490
https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/viewSpecies.php?species=2490
https://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/index.php
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Whooping Crane
Photo by Bill Schmoker

Are Your Binoculars Really in Focus?
Wednesday August 29, 2018   

From “The Birding Wire” by Swarovski Optik

Despite my best efforts, a participant on my field trip just 
couldn’t seem to see the field marks that distinguished 
the female Rose-breasted Grosbeak we were watching. I 
finally asked to see her binocular, a pretty nice model. The 
moment I looked through her binocular the problem was 
obvious: One lens was hopelessly out of focus. A survey 
done by Outdoor Life magazine claimed that 90 percent of 
people who own binoculars don’t know how to focus them 
properly. They may well be right.

Because vision often differs between our right and left 
eyes, most modern binoculars have a mechanism to adjust 
for these differences. To achieve sharp focus, birders must 
pay attention to two focus mechanisms on their binocular. 
Here are four easy steps to make the bird in your binocular 
pop with sharp focus:

1) Eyepiece Spacing – With one hand on each barrel of 
your binocular, move them closer together or further apart 
until you see a single circular field of view.

2) Eyecups – Adjust the eyecup height so that you don’t see 
any black edges in your field of view. In general, eyeglass 
wearers will want the cups down or low; and if you don’t 
use glasses, keep the eyecup up or higher.

3) Focus 1 – One barrel of your binocular, probably the 
right one, will have a movable ring called a diopter. Use 
your hand or a lens cap to cover the front (larger) lens of 
that barrel with the diopter ring. (Closing your eye, rather 
than covering the front lens, is not recommended.)

Then focus the other barrel on a distant object with fine 
detail and contrast, such as a sign with writing or a license 
plate.

4) Focus 2 – Next, cover the front lens of the other barrel, 
look at the same object as in the previous step, and turn 
the diopter ring until this lens is in sharp focus. The image 
should be really clear.

Now you should be able to use the center focus wheel only 
to adjust the focus for any bird, far or near. Note that the 
diopter may have hash marks or numbers. Remember the 
position of the diopter when the focus is sharp so that it 
will be easy to readjust should it be inadvertently moved 
or if you share your binocular with a friend whose vision is 
different.

Article by Peter Stangel

Check out this video from Swarovski Optik that 
demonstrates the steps described above: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=6nGls-eppXo

This video from Bird Watcher’s Digest magazine presents 
the same material in a slightly different way: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=RY0tg9KwLLc

Five Young Whooping Cranes In Louisiana
 
Five new Whooping Cranes hatched and fledged in late 
April and early May this summer in southwestern Louisiana 
marked a significant milestone in the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries Whooping Crane Reintroduction 
Project. The five colts are the most to hatch in any one 
year since the project started in 2011. Previously, three 
Whooping Cranes hatched and one fledged in 2016, and 
three hatched and one successfully fledging in 2017, thus 
making 2018 with its five fledglings a real winning year for 
the project.
 
Louisiana’s Whooping Crane Reintroduction Project 
began when 10 Whooping Cranes from Patuxent Wildlife 
Research Center were released at the White Lake Wetlands 
Conservation Area in Vermilion Parish, Louisiana. The 
original idea was to establish and nurture a non-migratory 
flock. Every year since 2011, more Whooping Cranes have 
been added to the initial flock, and the current Louisiana 
population is now up to 66 (61 adults plus the five 2018 
fledglings).
 
All five youngsters were hatched in nests on private 
lands in southwest Louisiana, significantly located amid 
commercially-oriented crawfish ponds. According to Sara 
Zimorski, with the restoration project, the cooperation 
of private landowners and farmers has been vital to the 
success of the effort.
 
For more information and crane-family videos go to https://
ldwf.cantoflight.com/v/WhoopingCraneChicks/landing

You can access all the past E-bulletins on the National 
Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

Paul J. Baicich - 410-992-9736 - paul.baicich@verizon.net

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nGls-eppXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nGls-eppXo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY0tg9KwLLc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RY0tg9KwLLc
https://ldwf.cantoflight.com/v/WhoopingCraneChicks/landing
https://ldwf.cantoflight.com/v/WhoopingCraneChicks/landing
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/
mailto:paul.baicich@verizon.net
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Tip Of The Month: Feeders
 
Since we are on the subject of feeding birds, it is 
good to recognize that February is “National bird-
feeding month.” This is an ideal time to review your 
feeder-activities and stewardship. It’s a good time to 
enjoy the “neighborliness” of bird feeders and the 
opportunity to bring birds closer to us and our homes. 
Feeders are also a perfect way to encourage newcom-
ers to bird watching with the chance to get intimate 
looks at birds in familiar surroundings.

If you’ve had a feeding station up for the winter, now 
is a very a good time to remember to clean the units, 
especially the tube-feeders, and clean the area on the 
ground below the larger feeders.

Move some of the feeders around. Replace any par-
ticularly old and broken feeder. Think about initiating 
a peace treaty with the squirrels... or just surrender.

You can access all the past E-bulletins on the Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

Paul J. Baicich  
410-992-9736 
paul.baicich@verizon.net

2018 Field Trips and Programs
 
September 15 - SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Point Lookout State Park, St. Mary’s County 
11175 Point Lookout Road, Scotland, MD 20687
“MIGRATION ON THE POINT” 
Leader: Tyler Bell 
Join us at Southern Maryland’s premier birding hotspot 
as fall migrants funnel south to cross the Chesapeake Bay 
and the Potomac River. Loblolly pines, mixed hardwoods, 
beaches, marshes and broad water views regularly deliver 
a wide variety of species and occasional rarities. From 
Lexington Park drive south on Rte. 235 for 13 miles. Go left 
on Rte. 5 for 5 miles to the end (don’t forget to turn right past 
the Confederate Soldier’s Memorial). Meet leader at park 
entrance parking lot. Fee area. RSVP to Tyler at or jtylerbell@
yahoo.com or 301-862-4623.

September 22 – SATURDAY – 8:00 am – 1:00 pm
FIELD TRIP 
Port Tobacco Restaurant & Marina, Western Charles 
County
7536 Shirley Blvd., Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“AUTUMNAL EQUINOX  - FALL BIRD MIGRATION ROAD 
RALLY”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
Something new! A hunt – for – fall - migrants road rally! Let’s 
see how many migrants our group can find. We will meet and 
car pool at the Port Tobacco Marina at 7:45 am. Take off at 8 
am: first location Cedar Point Wildlife Management Area, 
Welcome, MD. This location situated on a peninsula of the 
Nanjemoy Creek and Potomac River, offers a mix of forested 
and upland habitats as well as tidal marsh, non-tidal ponds 
and wetlands, and agricultural fields. After two hours here, 
we will head further west to Friendship Farm Park, Nanjemoy, 
MD. This county park offers seven miles of recreational trail 
that provides access to 382 acres of forest and agricultural 
fields surrounding Nanjemoy Creek. We will finalize our day 
with a relaxing water view tally - up lunch at the Port Tobacco 
Restaurant & Marina. To register contact Lynne Wheeler at 
somdaudubon@yahoo.com, or 301-751-8097 (prefer text).

September 23 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP 
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County 
44300 Sotterley Lane, Hollywood, MD 20636
“BIRDING THE FIELDS AND TRAILS OF SOTTERLEY” 
Leaders: David Moulton and Michael Patterson 
Join us for a fall excursion to this scenic and historic Patuxent 
River property. Bald Eagles, migrant songbirds and lingering 
meadowlarks and sparrows can be found via Sotterley’s 
trails and river views. Directions: From Rt. 235, go north 
on Sotterley Road; turn right through gates to the Sotterley 
Plantation visitors’ center parking lot. RSVP to David at 
moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 240-278-4473.

September 29 – SATURDAY - 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP & EXHIBITION 
Annmarie Sculpture Garden & Arts Center, Calvert 
County
13480 Dowell Rd, Dowell, MD 20629
“FLY AWAY! THE MIGRATION OF BIRDS AND BUTTER-
FLIES”
Check out the Nature Nook gallery exhibit from September 22 
– November 11 and explore the seasonal migration patterns 
of birds and butterflies. SMAS members Bev and Warren 
Walker are leading a bird walk on Saturday, September 29 to 
promote such a  wonderful idea at one of our most beautiful 
locations in southern Maryland. For full details check out 
their website at https://www.annmariegarden.org/

October 3 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM                      
Accokeek Foundation at
Piscataway Park Education Center, 
Prince Georges County
3400 Bryan Point Rd, Accokeek, 20607
“THE CAPE MAY RAPTOR
BANDING PROJECT”
PAUL NAPIER, President, Cape May Raptor Banding Project
Paul Napier will present “The Cape May Raptor Banding 
Project”, which will cover a brief history, some impressive 
Project statistics, an overview of the intern program, how 
the project contributes to science, and portraits and facts 
about the raptors banded. There will be lots of great close-up 
photographs. Light refreshments and mingling start at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, somdaudubon@
yahoo.com or 301-751-8097 (prefer text). Directions: 
see accokeekfoundation.org >Visit >Location >Hours & 
Directions

October 7 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Cove Point Beach and Marsh, Calvert County
Exact location and directions given upon reservation
“SHARP-TAILED SPARROWS AND MIGRANTS”
Leader: Bob Boxwell
Cove Point beach and marsh is a unique habitat on the 
Western shore of the Chesapeake Bay. A living shoreline 
project is helping to restore the fresh water marsh from salt 
water incursion. We will target sparrows, marsh inhabitants, 
and migrants. This is a restricted area, and we are limited to 
ten guests. RSVP by September 28th to Bob at bobboxwell@
hotmail.com or 443-404-5549.

October 13 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628 
“BIRDING 101”
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow 
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you 
tired of wondering, “What bird is that?” Do you want to get 

http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/
mailto:paul.baicich@verizon.net
mailto:jtylerbell@yahoo.com
mailto:jtylerbell@yahoo.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=Charles+County+%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A+7536+Shirley+Blvd+.++Port%0D%0ATobacco+,+%0D%0AMD+20677&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Charles+County+%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A+7536+Shirley+Blvd+.++Port%0D%0ATobacco+,+%0D%0AMD+20677&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Charles+County+%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A+7536+Shirley+Blvd+.++Port%0D%0ATobacco+,+%0D%0AMD+20677&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Charles+County+%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A+7536+Shirley+Blvd+.++Port%0D%0ATobacco+,+%0D%0AMD+20677&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=Charles+County+%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A+7536+Shirley+Blvd+.++Port%0D%0ATobacco+,+%0D%0AMD+20677&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:moulton.davidh@gmail.com
https://www.annmariegarden.org/
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
https://accokeekfoundation.org/
mailto:bobboxwell@hotmail.com
mailto:bobboxwell@hotmail.com


better at knowing what birds you are seeing? Birding 101 is the 
field trip for you! The more you walk the walk, the better you 
become! The location at the Elms Environmental Education 
Center offers a great habitat for birds. Bob and Margarita will 
point out helpful identification points, such as bird bill and 
facial markings, plumage details, field marks, flight patterns, 
sound, behavior, and habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn 
about birding apps too. Directions: 49300 St James Road, 
Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rte. 235 south, then left onto St. 
James Church road (opposite Mattapany Road). You will see 
the sign for the Elms Environmental Education Center. We 
will meet in the “hunter’s parking lot” on the right about 100 
yards before the gate. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at Bobboxwell@
hotmail.com or 410-610-5124. 

SAVE THE DATE - October 20 – SATURDAY 
FALL FUNDRAISER
“Earth, Wine & Fire”

See website for details and see ad on page 6

October 21– SUNDAY – 8:00 am – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Newtowne Neck State Park, St. Mary’s County
Church address: 21370 Newtowne Neck Road, Leonard-
town, MD 20650
“BIRDING NEWTOWNE’S FIELDS, FORESTS AND BAYS”
Leader: David Moulton
A peninsula defined by Breton Bay, the Potomac River, and 
St. Clements Bay, this 776-acre property of woodlands, 
wetlands, and agricultural fields offers a wide variety of 
birding habitats. Newtowne was the first settlement in the 
Maryland province after St. Mary’s City. Owned for nearly 3 
centuries by the Jesuits, the land was reclaimed as a state 
park in 2009 to protect it from development. Take Rte. 5 north 
from Leonardtown. Turn left (south) on Rte. 243 (Newtowne 
Neck Road) for 4.5 miles to parking lot just beyond St. Francis 
Xavier’s Church. RSVP to David Moulton at moulton.davidh@
gmail.com or 240-278-4473.

November 7 – WEDNESDAY - 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charles Soil Conservation District, Charles County
4200 Gardiner Road, Waldorf, MD 20601
“MD BIODIVERSITY PROJECT”
JIM BRIGHTON, Co-founder, MD Biodiversity Project
Maryland Biodiversity Project (MBP) is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization focused on cataloging all the living things of 
Maryland. Their goal is to promote education and conservation 
by helping to build a vibrant nature study community. The 
project was started in June 2012 by Bill Hubick and Jim 
Brighton. The project has cataloged over 17,700 species, 
including over 9,900 species with photographs, and features 
the work of more than 1,000 naturalists and photographers. 
Light refreshments and mingling start at 7 p.m. Public invited. 
Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler,
somdaudubon@yahoo.com or
301-751-8097 (prefer text).
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Barn Owl in 63 days

November 18 - SUNDAY - 8:00 a.m. - 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP
Mattawoman Wildlands, Marbury, Charles County
“EARLY WATERFOWL AND LATE MIGRANTS ON THE 
GEORGE WILMOT TRAIL”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society and 
the Southern MD Audubon Society. We usually expect large 
concentrations of waterfowl on the Mattawoman Creek, 
along with songbirds, woodpeckers (some red-headed), 
and raptors. Meet at Lackey High School parking lot, 3000 
Chicamuxen Road, Indian Head, MD 20640 at 7:45 a.m. Bring 
waterproof shoes or low boots, and dress for possible wind. 
Be prepared for a one-mile walk to and from the head of the 
trail, and then a half-mile walk on uneven forest trail. Make 
reservation with Lynne at somdaudubon@yahoo.com or
301-751-8097 (prefer text).

November 30 - FRIDAY – 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP – YOUTHS WELCOME!
Myrtle Point Park, St. Mary’s County 
“WINTER OWL PROWL ON MYRTLE POINT” 
Leader: Bob Boxwell
This trip is co-sponsored with the Friends of Myrtle Point 
Park and is an annual event that attempts to “call out” the 
resident owls of the park. Owls are nocturnal and therefore 
not easy to spot. We will meet in front of the park gates and 
attempt to attract owls by having them respond to recorded 
calls. Please dress for the weather but avoid “noisy” clothing 
(please no snowsuits!). This event is weather dependent. Rain 
or high winds will result in cancellation, so please RSVP with 
good phone/email address. To find Myrtle Point Park, take Rt. 
4 in St. Mary’s County to Patuxent Boulevard, and follow to 
the end. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at Bobboxwell@hotmail.com. 
or 410-610-5124.

mailto:Bobboxwell@hotmail.com
mailto:Bobboxwell@hotmail.com
mailto:moulton.davidh@gmail.com
mailto:moulton.davidh@gmail.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
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Dead Wood is Good Wood for Birds
Wednesday August 29, 2018 

From “The Birding Wire” by Swarovski Optik

They may not be pretty, but dead trees and limbs that don’t 
pose a safety hazard are valuable habitat for birds. Recently, 
just before sunrise, a Northern Cardinal landed on the very 
top of the dead pine next to our driveway. Forty feet up its 
song rang out as if being routed through an amplifier. The 
cardinal was flushed by a Red-bellied Woodpecker that 
clucked for a minute before being displaced by another 
Red-bellied Woodpecker. Two House Finches flew in, then 
a Carolina Wren worked its way up the trunk, and from the 
lofty perch its song also echoed through the neighborhood.

During the next 15 minutes, a Northern Flicker, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, and troop of four Brown-headed 
Nuthatches also used the pine, which was killed by a 
lightning strike two years ago. This parade of birds is a 
nearly daily routine, with each species seeming to covet 
the top spot in bare branches.

I suspect the tall bare branches provide an excellent 
vantage point for spotting rivals and predators. Songs sung 
from that height carry farther, enhancing territorial defense 
and the attention of a mate. Insect populations increase in 
the dead wood, attracting woodpeckers and other species 
that glean from the crumbling bark.

Of course, woodpeckers and nuthatches excavate cavities 
in the softening wood. Once abandoned, the holes attract 
secondary cavity nesters such as chickadees, titmice, 

bluebirds and cavity-nesting flycatchers. An estimated 88 
species of birds in North America excavate or use natural 
cavities, or nest in the cavities created by other species.

If they don’t pose a hazard, retaining dead trees and 
branches is an important way to create habitat for cavity 
nesting birds. Because dying trees and limbs are often 
quickly removed for aesthetic reasons, cavity nesting birds 
may decrease or be absent entirely from woodlands that 
lack dead trees and branches. Artificial nest boxes help 
address this shortage, but natural features provide more 
options for birds and other wildlife that depend on holes 
and cavities in trees for nesting, roosting and shelter.

To thin out a wooded area, some wildlife enthusiasts girdle 
trees to kill them and create snags and cavity excavation 
opportunities. If you have a dense grove of trees that 
need to be thinned to benefit forest health, this could be 
an effective strategy. It’s always worth consulting with a 
licensed forester about tree management of this type and 
it’s best to leave the tree work to certified arborists.

Where dead trees and limbs can be safely retained, they 
will add a new dimension to your backyard or property 
habitat, and benefit a host of species that give life to dead 
trees.

Article by Peter Stangel
Read more about the value of dead trees at https://www.
fs.fed.us/pnw/sciencef/scifi20.pdf

https://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/sciencef/scifi20.pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/pnw/sciencef/scifi20.pdf
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society
Adopt-a-Raptor

Foster Parents Needed!

Southern Maryland Audubon Society sponsors the banding of 
nesting birds of prey, or raptors, with serially numbered aluminum 
bands in cooperation with the Bird Banding Laboratory of the 
U.S. Department of the Interior. Limited numbers of Osprey, 
Barn Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl and American Kestrels 
become available each year for adoption.  Your donation will be 
specifically utilized for raptor research and raptor conservation 
projects such as:

        Barn Owl Nest Boxes       Osprey Nesting Platforms
        Kestrel Nest Boxes           Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Please indicate which raptor you wish to adopt. You may adopt 
more than one:

 � Osprey, $10 each                                       Total Amount:_____
 � Barn Owl, $25 each                                   Total Amount:_____
 � Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each           Total Amount:_____
 � American Kestrel, $35 each              Total Amount:_____ 

 � General Donation to Raptor Fund      Donation Amount:_____

The foster parent receives:

• A certificate of adoption with the number of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior band and the location and date of 
the banding.

• Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species.

• A photo of a fledgling and any other available information on 
the whereabouts or fate of the bird.

Name:______________________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________________
State, Zip Code:______________________________________
City:_______________________________________________
Email:______________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________
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