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President’s Perch
What’s Up?

While we are all waiting to look up for warblers, or look down for spring beauties, 
there is another idea that will satisfy your nature lust – become a Bald Eagle Nest 
Monitor! This is guaranteed to give you early warbler neck and get you involved with 
another great citizen science project.

The Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership is recruiting volunteers to assist 
with a new effort to monitor Bald Eagle nests throughout Maryland and the District 
of Columbia. State-funded surveys of Maryland’s Bald Eagle population were 
discontinued in 2005. Since then, the continuous threats from pollution (to eagles 
and their food sources), increased frequency of violent storms (loss of eagle nests), 
coastal development (increased disturbance near nest sites and loss of habitat), 
and degraded fish populations in various tidal watersheds (food sources for eagles) 
all contribute to the compelling need for renewed monitoring of Bald Eagles in our 
state.

Become a volunteer Bald Eagle nest monitor and turn a desire to observe wildlife 
into a contribution to conservation of our nation’s iconic symbol. All you need is 
binoculars and three days of free time spread out over the breeding season (March 
through July), and a short time dedication to get trained and to input your data. With 
a little bit of training you can become a volunteer and contribute to bird conservation 
in Maryland. Renew your connection to wildlife, monitor an eagle nest and help 
assure that society has the data necessary to make sound decisions about Bald 
Eagle conservation.

To register as a nest monitor with the Maryland Bird Conservation Partnership 
you will need to watch a training video, answer two questions about the video and 
provide your contact information. Go to https://marylandbirds.org/bald-eagle-nest-
monitoring/ to enroll now.

What else is up? Now is a great time to prepare for nesting season for the little guys. 
Nesting season success is related to the quality of habitat within a bird’s territory. To 
help support nesting success this is what you can do now:

•	 Clean out your bird boxes. 

•	 Help out MD DNR, become a volunteer for the Maryland Wood Duck 
Initiative. 

Go to http://dnr2.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/MWDI/index.aspx 

•	 Start planning your native plant garden. Need help? See National Audu-
bon’s new online Native Plant database to help find the best native plants 
for your area. Go to www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds and search for plants 
to support birds. Have questions? Send us an email at somdaudubon@
yahoo.com .

https://marylandbirds.org/bald-eagle-nest-monitoring/
https://marylandbirds.org/bald-eagle-nest-monitoring/
http://dnr2.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/MWDI/index.aspx
http://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
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•	 Already have natives and perennials? Be careful 
weeding your garden beds, when in doubt, wait to 
pull it out! New growth could be a garden friend.

•	 Now that the ground has thawed you can plant 
trees, shrubs, and perennials.

•	 And most important – attend one of our upcoming 
Bird-Friendly Communities lecture programs 
scheduled April 5 and May 3. Come hear about 
Audubon’s new initiative to get everyone planting 
natives. They are Spreading Like Wildflowers! 

Have fun and stay focused!
Lynne Wheeler
President

Audubon Advisory
Preserving America’s Conservation Legacy

   
By Audubon Policy Office

March 08, 2017

Our nation’s conservation programs support critical 
partnerships with communities to protect the local places 
we love and the habitat that birds need—from the Great 
Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico, the Chesapeake Bay to Puget 
Sound, and everything in between. Through a variety of 
important programs, they provide the funding, science, and 
expertise that enables needed restoration projects and 
protections for lands, water, and wildlife.

Last week, President Donald Trump offered a first glimpse 
at plans for the budget that funds these programs. Next 
week, more details on the budget are likely to emerge. While 
the early reports on potential cuts from the administration 
are concerning for birds, we know that the details of any 
funding plan will be debated for months in Washington. 
Standing between these initial announcements and any 
outcome: you, our members.

Here is a quick primer on what to expect as we move 
forward.

Why do we believe the federal funding process is 
important this year?
Your representatives in Washington are responsible for 
what happens to funding for critical programs that advance 
Audubon’s conservation work. We believe there is a strong, 
bipartisan case to be made for why Congress should 
preserve responsible funding levels for such programs. For 
example, these programs have helped restore treasured 
ecosystems important to birds and people like the 
Everglades, Great Lakes, San Francisco Bay, Long Island 
Sound, and Colorado River Basin.

How will the process play out? 
The President takes the first step by offering more funding 
details in a budget proposal this month. Members of the 
Senate and House will weigh in this spring with their own 
proposals, followed by debate, ahead of a final vote in 
late summer or early fall. It is important to remember: all 
funding decisions rest with your elected representatives in 
the Senate and House.

What can you do? 
Your representatives in Congress will have to vote on 
funding, and that provides you with a powerful voice in the 
outcome. They will need to hear directly from you! Even if 
you are not watching every move in Washington, you can 
be assured we are keeping a close eye on how funding 
plans from the Trump Administration and Congress will 
impact birds and the places they need to thrive. We will 
offer you opportunities to speak up at crucial points when it 
matters most. You can start taking action today.  

Audubon is a credible voice for commonsense conservation 
efforts that transcends party or politics. We believe you, 
our diverse membership in congressional districts across 
America, will play a critical role in ensuring our nation’s 
proud legacy of protecting birds and other wildlife endures.

SMAS Field Trip Summary
12 February 2017

NAS Patuxent River, MD
Leader: Kyle Rambo

Ten participants joined a late winter field trip that went onto 
the Patuxent River Naval Air Station airfield in search of 
winter visiting tundra specialists such as Snow Bunting 
and Lapland Longspur, as well as Short-eared Owl and 
Wilson’s Snipe, but came up short for most of those 
targets. Unusually mild winter weather is probably to blame 
for the absence of Snow Bunting and Lapland Longspur, 
while a change in vegetative cover had likely pushed the 
owls to other roosting sites. However, the group did enjoy 
the challenge of finding and observing a single Wilson’s 
Snipe that was flushed and landed in a small patch of 
weedy cover. Despite knowing almost exactly where the 
bird landed, it was still very difficult to detect due to its 
cryptic coloration. The group got a lesson in the Navy’s 
Bird/Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) Reduction Program, 
and enjoyed many of the installation’s other birds, including 
raptors and waterfowl, for a respectable total of 44 species.

[Editor’s Note: for an eBird checklist and an awesome 
photo of the snipe, click here:]

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34352629

http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S34352629
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GBBC eNewsletter 
March 3, 2017

Thank You for the biggest GBBC Ever! Once again participants from around the world set new records for the number of 
species identified during the four days of the Great Backyard Bird Count, for the number of checklists submitted, and the 
number of estimated participants. These numbers are based on totals taken on the afternoon of March 3 and they are 
impressive. The amount of increase is based on a comparison to 2016 count figures:
 
Total checklists: 173,826 (2016 final total: 162,052)
Total species: 5,940 (2016 final total: 5,689 )
Estimated participants: 214,018 (2016 final total estimate: 163,763)

Here’s how the Top 10 states performed, followed by the Top 10 provinces in Canada. An asterisk denotes a new state or 
province checklist record. 
 
State                  Number of Species     Number of Checklists
New York    181    7,191
Pennsylvania   147     6,983
California    370     6,891
Florida     309     6,024
Texas     360     5,696
Virginia    196     5,190
Ohio     139     4,584
Washington    215     4,252
North Carolina    213     4,220
Michigan   140    4,197

Data totals as of March 3, 2017
Worldwide there were some stellar performances this year. Have a look at the Top 10 countries ranked by number of 
checklists submitted with new records marked with an asterisk:
 
Country             Number of Species   Number of Checklists
United States   671    113,117
Canada   258      14,908*
India    801      11,008*
Australia   552    1,675
Mexico    774    1,190
Spain    291       696*
Costa Rica   648       645*
Portugal   220       480*
Taiwan    267       451*
United Kingdom  190       396*

The undisputed winner for number of species reported is Colombia with a whopping 955, followed by India with 801, and 
Mexico with 774 species.

Still Have Data to Enter?
Although data entry has been closed on the GBBC website, you can still enter any lingering lists by going directly to the 
eBird online checklist program at eBird.org. Use your same log in name and password to enter any remaining observations 
for the GBBC dates, February 17-20.

Thank you for taking part in the 2017 GBBC!
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Earth Day 2017

Earth Day this year is April 22. We’re all hoping for nice, 
springtime weather to get out and enjoy nature! SMAS is 
sponsoring a field trip “Walk and Learn about the Birds 
of Mallow’s Bay”. For more details, see the Upcoming 
Events section at the back of the newsletter.

Also, in protest of the current administration’s disdain for 
science, there will be a March For Science on the National 
Mall in DC. For more information, click on this link:

http://www.earthday.org/marchforscience/

Also, in St. Mary’s County, there is Earth Day On The 
Square starting at 12:30 pm on Sunday, April 23. Click 
here for more details:

https://www.visitstmarysmd.com/events/earth-day-on-the-
square

When Birds Go Roaming: The Mystery Of
Avian Irruptions

February 8, 2017 10.47pm EST
by Archer Larned and Sarah Luttrell

Ph.D. Candidates in Biological Sciences,
University of Maryland, Baltimore County

In North America when the leaves start to fall and the days 
get shorter, many birds head south for warmer weather. 
Only a small number of species stick it out for the winter. 
If you’re out in the woods in a typical February, it’s a pretty 
quiet place.

But every once in a while, something unexpected happens. 
Hundreds or thousands of birds of a single species leave 
Canada’s boreal forests and move far south of their 
typical ranges in a phenomenon called an irruption. These 
irregular movements are big events for birders and wildlife 
biologists.

This year an especially adorable species is irrupting: the 
Red-breasted Nuthatch. Nuthatches are small songbirds 
that feed on seeds and insects. They get their odd name 
from their habit of using their sprightly upturned beaks to 
pry back pieces of tree bark for stashing seeds. These 
jaunty little blue-gray birds with rusty-colored bellies and 
bold black eyebrow stripes are showing up far from their 
usual winter range along the Canadian-U.S. border, from 
Los Angeles to Tampa.

Much of what we know about irruptions is based on 
data from long-running citizen science projects. These 
initiatives collect crowdsourced data produced primarily by 
nonprofessionals – in this case, birders and nature lovers. 
We are both professional ornithologists and active citizen 
scientists, and are following reports of Red-breasted 
Nuthatch sightings across North America. In addition to 
insights about this charming species, citizen science data 
on events like this may help us understand how climate 
change is affecting bird movements and forest health.

What causes an irruption?

Scientists have been trying to solve the puzzle of irruptions 
for decades. These irregular winter migrations are difficult 
to study because it is hard to predict when they will happen 
or where the birds will go each year. In each case, however, 
irruptions follow some type of boom-and-bust cycle of food 
sources.

The most common cause is a phenomenon called “masting,” 
which occurs when a single tree species produces a large 
number of seeds across thousands of miles of forest in 
the same year. When the conifers in the boreal forests 
of Canada and the northern United States experience a 
masting year, the abundance of seeds gives some species 
of boreal songbird a boost. The birds can begin breeding 

earlier than usual and produce more offspring, resulting in 
a bird population boom.

When fall arrives, the bird population has doubled or even 
tripled, but the available habitat hasn’t. Many birds move 
south, and young birds in particular may be pushed farther 
and farther, so people outside the boreal forests may start 
seeing unusual winter visitors at their feeders. For species 
of birds that seem to be influenced by masting, such as 
Red-breasted Nuthatches, Common Redpolls and Evening 
Grosbeaks, the year’s cone crop can be used to “forecast” 
winter bird outbreaks.

To read the rest of the article, click on this link: 
http://theconversation.com/when-birds-go-roaming-the-
mystery-of-avian-irruptions-71262

Red-breasted Nuthatches are irrupting this winter
across North America.

Photo by Heather Elaine Ritchie/Flickr, CC BY-NC-ND
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society supports raptor conservation 
and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-
Raptor” Program. The program currently 
includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern 
Saw-whet Owl. Each bird is banded 

by a licensed bird bander with a serially numbered metal 
band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird Banding Laboratory. 
A limited number of birds are available for adoption each 
year!

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies
Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Carole Schnitzler, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Bad Nature Joke
by George Jett

A dung beetle walks into a bar and asks the bartender,
“Is that stool taken?”

Forbidding Forecast For Lyme Disease
In The Northeast

by Michaeleen Doucleff and Jane Greenhalgh
@NPRGoatsandSoda

Last summer Felicia Keesing returned from a long trip 
and found that her home in upstate New York had been 
subjected to an invasion. Rick Ostfeld and Felicia Keesing 
have been studying Lyme disease and ways to stop it for 
more than 20 years. The couple has come up with a way 
to predict how bad a Lyme season will be a full year in 
advance. “There was evidence of mice everywhere. They 
had completely taken over,” says Keesing, an ecologist at 
Bard College. It was a plague of mice. And it had landed 
right in Keesing’s kitchen. “Not only were there mouse 
droppings on our countertops, but we also found dead mice 
on the kitchen floor,” says Keesing’s husband, Rick Ostfeld, 
an ecologist at the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies in 
Millbrook, N.Y.

The Hudson River Valley experienced a mouse plague 
during the summer of 2016. The critters were everywhere. 
For most people, it was just a nuisance. But for Keesing and 
Ostfeld, the mouse plague signaled something foreboding. 
“We’re anticipating 2017 to be a particularly risky year 
for Lyme,” Ostfeld says. Keesing and Ostfeld, who have 
studied Lyme for more than 20 years, have come up with 
an early warning system for the disease. They can predict 
how many cases there will be a year in advance by looking 
at one key measurement: Count the mice the year before.

To read the rest of the article, click here:
http://tinyurl.com/mice-and-lymes-disease
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation 
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter. 
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is 
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________.    ___ No thank you, please mail  
me a paper copy. 

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

April 5 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
St. Mary’s Soil Conservation District, St. Mary’s County
26737 Radio Station Way, Suite B, Leonardtown, MD 20650
“BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES “
SMAS Bird-Friendly Communities Committee
The human-dominated landscape no longer supports functioning 
ecosystems or provides healthy places for birds. Our rural landscape 
is also under threat by loss of forests and farms to development 
and modern farming practices. Where birds thrive, people prosper. 
Creating Bird-Friendly Communities is Audubon’s commitment to the 
sustainability of our urban, suburban, and rural places. We can restore 
and reconnect these places. We can reestablish the ecological functions 
of our cities and towns. We can provide essential, safe habitat for birds. 
Come and learn about the importance of landscaping with native plants, 
avian architecture for raptors and Osprey, and other threats that exist 
and how we can help.  Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or
somdaudubon@yahoo.com

April 22 – SATURDAY – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
EARTH DAY SPECIAL EVENT – Charles County 
Mallows Bay Park, Charles County
1440 Wilson Landing Road, Nanjemoy, MD 20662
“Walk and Learn about the Birds of Mallow’s Bay”
Please join us for bird walks and an informative display about birds 
and the Southern Maryland Audubon Society at “Discover Quest: A 
World War I Commemoration” hosted by Charles County Department 
of Recreation, Parks & Tourism at Mallows Bay Park. See the county 
website at www.charlescountymd.gov  for full information regarding the 
event. This is a great place to celebrate Earth Day!! Walks scheduled for 
10:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or 
somdaudubon@yahoo.com.  

2017 Field Trips and Programs

April 29 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP
Indian Head area, Charles County
“CHAPMAN STATE PARK AND INDIAN HEAD RAIL TRAIL” 
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
The Indian Head Rail Trail is one of the best locations for Red-headed 
Woodpeckers in the state. We will also bird one of Audubon’s Important 
Bird Areas, Chapman State Park, home to many of Maryland’s coastal 
plain rare natural heritage resources. Come and see the Red-heads on 
the trail and help us find migrants and spring ephemerals at the park. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the entrance to Mount Aventine -Chapman State 
Park, Indian Head, Indian Head, MD. This is a joint trip with the Audubon 
Naturalist Society. RSVP to Lynne at 301-751-8097 or
comstockel@aol.com

May 3 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m.  9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Historic Port Tobacco Courthouse, Charles County, MD
8430 Commerce Street, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES “
SMAS Bird-Friendly Communities Committee
The human-dominated landscape no longer supports functioning 
ecosystems or provides healthy places for birds. Our rural landscape 
is also under threat by loss of forests and farms to development and 
modern farming practices. Where birds thrive, people prosper. Creating 
Bird-Friendly Communities is Audubon’s commitment to the sustainability 
of our urban, suburban, and rural places. We can restore and reconnect 
these places. We can reestablish the ecological functions of our cities 
and towns. We can provide essential, safe habitat for birds. Come and 
learn about the importance of landscaping with native plants, avian 
architecture for raptors and Osprey, and other threats that exist and how 
we can help.  Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public 
invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or somdaudubon@
yahoo.com

continued on page 7

mailto:somdaudubon@yahoo.com
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June 23 – FRIDAY – 2:30 – 5:00 P.M.
FIELD TRIP 
Patuxent River Park – Jug Bay, Prince George’s County
16000 Croom Airport Road, Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
“OSPREY BANDING TRIP”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Greg Kearns
If you have never been lucky enough to experience this beautiful park 
and see Osprey chicks up close and personal do not hesitate now! Greg 
Kearns, park naturalist, is one of the best in his field and provides a 
very entertaining, fact-filled fun outing. Feel free to come early to have 
a picnic lunch. Ages: 12 to adult, under 18 must be accompanied by an 
adult. Maximum of 14 people. Cost: $20/person, payable the day of, 
in cash. Pre-register with Lynne at 301-751-8097 or somdaudubon@
yahoo.com (email or text preferred).

June 30 –FRIDAY – 9:00 p.m. – 11:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Flag Ponds, Calvert County
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway, Lusby, MD 20657
“NIGHTTIME HORSESHOE CRAB ADVENTURE AT FLAG PONDS”
Leader: Andy Brown
The horseshoe crab is one of nature’s miracles, and their eggs fuel 
the amazing migration of shorebirds! Want to see horseshoe crabs 
spawning on the beach by moonlight? Join us for this unique chance at 
water’s edge. Bring flashlights, wear comfortable walking shoes that can 
get wet. Meet at the gate to Flag Ponds. RSVP to Andy at 443-624-3687 
or Brownaj@co.cal.md.us

May 7 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m.  - 11:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“EAGLES, SPRING MIGRATION AND SOTTERLEY”
Leader(s): David Moulton and Michael Patterson
Celebrate the surge of migrating birds through St. Mary’s County at 
this scenic and historic Patuxent River property. May is “Moving Month” 
for birds as they return from their wintering grounds, some to nest 
here and some to refuel on their journey further north. Nesting Bald 
Eagles, migrating warblers, meadowlarks, woodpeckers and waterfowl 
can all be found via Sotterley’s extensive new trail system. From Rt. 
235, go north on Sotterley Road, turn right through the gates to the 
gravel parking lot on the Sotterley historic property. RSVP at 240-278-
4473 or moulton.davidh@gmail.com

May 13 – SATURDAY – ALL DAY
COUNTY MAY COUNTS
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s,St. Mary’s Counties
Help is always needed and appreciated from all. This is a great way to 
learn and improve your bird identification skills! The county coordinators 
for you to contact are as follows:
CALVERT: Sherman Suter
(410-586-1073,sjsuter29@verizon.net)

CHARLES: Lynne Wheeler
(301-751-8097, somdaudubon@yahoo.com)

PRINCE GEORGE’S: Fred Fallon
(410-286-8152, fwfallon@gmail.com)

ST. MARY’S: Tyler Bell
(301-862-4623, jtylerbell@yahoo.com)  

Barn Owls & Breakfast, Charles County
Youths especially welcome!
Mid-May to early June. The exact date to be determined, it all depends 
on the owls! Watch our Osprey newsletter and website for date and 
details.
Leader: Mike Callahan (240-765-5192, raptorsrulemc@gmail.com)
A different kind of B&B! Come and enjoy breakfast before helping our 
Raptor Conservation Committee chair Mike check a Barn Owl nest 
box, and hopefully band nestling owls. This trip takes place on private 
property in southern Charles County. The location and directions will 
be given when you contact Mike to register and reserve your spot. This 
event fills up rapidly. There is a small fee involved to cover the cost of 
food. Please bring your own reusable plate, mug, and utensils. 

June 4 – SUNDAY – 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
ANNUAL MEETING
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park, Charles County
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640

Potluck Lunch ……….......................................... 1:00 – 2:15
Welcome …………………………………………… 2:15 – 2:30
Award Presentations and Elections ………..……. 2:30 – 3:00
Bird Walk …………………………………………… 3:00 – 4:00

Bring your family, friends, and a favorite dish and join us at this beautiful 
setting overlooking the Potomac River. Chapman State Park is part of a 
2254 acre site purchased in 1998 by the state of Maryland to save this 
treasure from development. Come and enjoy the miles of trails winding 
through woods and along marsh trails. This Important Bird Area offers 
fabulous flora and fauna. The 1840 Mount Aventine manor house will 
also be open, the other big treasure at this location.

Paulette Castro, Germantown
Barry Hendricks, Great Mills

Agnes Lukas, La Plata
Tom Mayes, Mechanicsville
Steven Sumosky, California

Ms. Josephine Virgin, Prince Frederick
William Wise, Waldorf

Lynda Zelnick, Fort Washington

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
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