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What better time to talk about climate change and global warming but the last cold 
days of winter. It is hard to imagine when we are cold, that our Earth is not. As we 
dream of warmer days with ephemerals popping up, migrants arriving up the flyway, 
we are still faced with this major disaster and onerous dilemma.

The fact is, 2016 was officially the warmest year on record! For the third year in 
a row, earth has set a new record for its highest average temperature since 1880 
(since modern record keeping began). NOAA and NASA each maintain independent 
datasets of the Earth’s temperature record, and both agree that 2016 was nearly 
1°C (1.69°F and 1.8°F, respectively) warmer than 19th century baselines. 

Scientists have the facts. They attribute global warming to greenhouse gases 
emitted from fossil fuel-powered plants that, since the Industrial Revolution, have 
built up in the atmosphere and trapped heat. When we have warmer temperatures 
and oceans, it alters weather patterns which also affect our plants, animals and 
natural resources.

What cause and effect can we document? These warmer temperatures are killing 
forests that birds need. Giant Sequoias in California, Yellow Cedars in British 
Columbia, and Douglas Firs in the west, are among the declining tree species. And 
we have more evidence: Last year, the Great Barrier Reef and other Pacific coral 
reefs suffered from the worst bleaching event on record; coral bleaching is caused 
by warm ocean water, and if too many bleaching events occur in succession, reefs 
are unable to recover. Australia’s Bramble Cay Melomys (Melomys rubicola) was 
the first known mammal to go extinct because of climate change after its island 
home was washed over by rising seas. The loss of arctic and glacial ice is stunningly 
greater than predicted, this greatly effects our planet’s capacity to reflect the Sun’s 
radiation (read about the albedo property – bright white ice reflects 90% of all solar 
radiation – on the Weather Underground). 

Around the globe, governments are confronting the reality that as human-caused 
climate change warms the planet, rising sea levels, stronger storms, increased 
flooding, harsher droughts and dwindling freshwater supplies could drive the world’s 
most vulnerable people from their homes. Between 50 million and 200 million 
people — mainly subsistence farmers and fishermen — could be displaced by 2050 
because of climate change, according to estimates by the United Nations University 
Institute for Environment and Human Security and the International Organization for 
Migration.

Horseshoe Crab at Point Lookout SP
Photo by Tyler Bell
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We know global warming isn’t letting up. We too must not 
let up! Please get engaged! Remember to be a crow, not a 
vulture (see February Osprey newsletter article). Examine 
your own impact and watch what important decisions are 
being made (or not made) and please voice your opinion 
and concerns. Critical environmental research dollars 
are at risk. We have already witnessed the silencing of 
our federal scientists who work for the EPA and USDA – 
the policies that were in place to encourage the flow of 
scientific information between agencies and the taxpayers 
they serve, free of any political interference, they have 
been blocked. While we hope that this will be lifted by the 
time you read this article – the writing on the wall is clear. 
Keep your binoculars focused – things are heating up. 
While some may like it hot, others don’t.

Lynne Wheeler, President

New York, NY, Ithaca, NY, and Port Rowan, ON—A lot has 
changed since the first Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) 
was held in 1998. Each year brings unwavering enthusiasm 
from the growing number of participants in this now-global 
event. The 20th annual GBBC is taking place February 
17-20 in backyards, parks, nature centers, on hiking trails, 
school grounds, balconies, and beaches—anywhere you 
find birds.

Bird watchers from around the world enjoy counting their 
birds and entering the GBBC photo contest. Bird watchers 
count the birds they see for at least 15 minutes on one 
or more days of the count, then enter their checklists at 
birdcount.org. All the data contribute to a snapshot of bird 
distribution and help scientists see changes over the past 
20 years.
 
“The very first GBBC was an experiment,” says the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology’s Marshall Iliff, a leader of the eBird 
program. “We wanted to see if people would use the Internet 
to send us their bird sightings. Clearly the experiment was 
a success!” eBird collects bird observations globally every 
day of the year and is the online platform used by the 
GBBC. 
 
That first year, bird watchers submitted about 13,500 
checklists from the United States and Canada. Fast-
forward to the most recent event in 2016. Over the four 
days of the count, an estimated 163,763 bird watchers from 
more than 100 countries submitted 162,052 bird checklists 
reporting 5,689 species–more than half the known bird 
species in the world. 
 

“The Great Backyard Bird Count is a great way to introduce 
people to participation in citizen science,” says Audubon 
vice president and chief scientist Gary Langham. “No 
other program allows volunteers to take an instantaneous 
snapshot of global bird populations that can contribute to 
our understanding of how a changing climate is affecting 
birds.” 

Varying weather conditions so far this winter are producing 
a few trends that GBBC participants can watch for during 
the count. eBird reports show many more waterfowl and 
kingfishers remaining further north than usual because 
they are finding open water. If that changes, these birds 
could move southward.

Also noted are higher than usual numbers of Bohemian 
Waxwings in the Pacific Northwest and northern Rocky 
Mountains. And while some winter finches have been 
spotted in the East, such as Red Crossbills, Common 
Redpolls, Evening Grosbeaks, and a few Pine Grosbeaks, 
there seem to be no big irruptions so far. A few eye-catching 
Snowy Owls have been reported in the northern half of the 
United States.
Jon McCracken, Bird Studies Canada’s National Program 
Director, reminds participants in Canada and the U.S. to 
keep watch for snowies. He says, “The GBBC has done a 
terrific job of tracking irruptions of Snowy Owls southward 
over the past several years. We can’t predict what winter 
2017 will bring, because Snowy Owl populations are so 
closely tied to unpredictable ‘cycles’ of lemmings in the 
Arctic. These cycles occur at intervals between two and six 
years.  Nevertheless, there are already reports of Snowy 
Owls as far south as Virginia.” 
 
In addition to counting birds, the GBBC photo contest has 
also been a hit with participants since it was introduced in 
2006. Since then, tens of thousands of stunning images 
have been submitted. For the 20th anniversary of the 
GBBC, the public is invited to vote for their favorite top 
photo from each of the past 11 years in a special album 
they will find on the GBBC website home page. Voting 
takes place during the four days of the GBBC.
 
Learn more about how to take part in the Great Backyard Bird 
Count at birdcount.org where downloadable instructions 
and an explanatory PowerPoint are available. The GBBC 
is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and 
the National Audubon Society with partner Bird Studies 
Canada and is made possible in part by sponsor Wild Birds 
Unlimited.   

Contacts:
Agatha Szczepaniak, Audubon, (212) 979-3197, 
aszczepaniak@audubon.org
Pat Leonard, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, (607) 254-2137, 
pel27@cornell.edu
Kerrie Wilcox, Bird Studies Canada, (519) 586-3531
ext. 134, kwilcox@birdscanada.org
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Long-eared Owl
Photo by Donald Sweig

Point Lookout Christmas Bird Count
by Bob Boxwell

Our annual Christmas Bird Count runs into an issue every 
few years. With active hunting in Maryland six days a week 
during the count period, we usually schedule the counts for 
Sunday. This year the second Sunday, which is often when 
I schedule the Point Lookout CBC, fell on Christmas Day. 
Holiday plans often conflict with finding enough help and I 
ran into this issue even with scheduling it early on the 18th. 
Advance weather forecasts had a 100% change of rain 
on Sunday. But we were lucky and once again advanced 
forecasts weren’t worth the effort to read them.

We ended up with sixteen people in the field and I wasn’t 
sure about coverage until the last minute. If you haven’t 
done a count before, it’s a lot of fun. You usually see some 
great birds and get to go out birding with old friends or make 
new ones. My brother Jim, who has moved to Virginia, gets 
to spend the day with his friends Patty Craig and Anne 
Bishop. I got to meet two new friends Pat and Yolanda 
Caldwell. Tom Saunders from across the river was able to 
help although Wakefield was having its count on the same 
day. Tyler Bell and his crew did their usual great job at the 
Elms and he was able to find the Barrow’s Goldeneye for 
the sixth year in a row. I joke with Tyler that he has the 
bird on speed dial, but knowing where to look and what 
you’re looking at is actually how he’s able to do this. I’m 
not sure I could pull this bird out of a flock of Common 
Goldeneyes (but then again Tyler has younger and better 
eyes than I do and is a much more active birder than I 
am). Sigrid Stiles dragged her husband and spotting scope 
around St. George’s Island again and Jordan Price has 
replaced my former ornithology professor in covering St. 
Mary’s City (he’s also the bird guy at the college now). And 
the best area has one of my stalwarts, Kyle Rambo, doing 
the coverage for the primo spot, Point Lookout.

I am truly grateful to these people and will be happy to join 
them again next year. I said it was fun to do the count, 
but I wish to relinquish the job of coordinator and compiler. 
We have a good core of birders and things generally fall in 
place but after a decade of doing this job I am ready to step 
aside and let someone else take over.

And now on to the results. This year was good but not 
great. We had a total of 85 species and 23,910 individual 
birds. With a number like this we missed some species 
we usually get (Gray Catbird, Brown Pelican, Mute Swan, 
Sanderling, Eastern Screech-owl) and some were only 
count week birds (Wild Turkey and Purple Finch). Ruddy 
Duck has replaced Canvasback as the big flock champion 
for ducks. Puddle ducks except for Mallard and American 
Black Ducks were just not there. Clapper Rail and Greater 
Yellowlegs were nice additions. We had a good number 
(39) of Bald Eagles, three American Kestrels, but only 
three other raptor species (sharpie, Red-tail and Red-
shoulder). We scored a trifecta on the nuthatches with a 
Brown-headed showing up in several areas. Warblers 
were scarce in both species (Yellow-rumped and Pine) 

and numbers (17). The most exotic sparrow species were 
Fox, Savannah, and Chipping. We didn’t even have a Field 
Sparrow. 

Thank you again to all the people who helped this year 
and please think about joining us for the next one. And if 
you need to fill a spot on your resume or bucket list the 
prestigious jobs of compiler and/or coordinator are up for 
grabs.

 

Friday Feb 17 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 

8 am – 10 am  
Register by 2/15 @ calvertparks.org 

Saturday Feb 18 
Flag Ponds Nature Park 

9 am – 11:30 am 
Free. Register @ calvertparks.org 

Saturday Feb 18 
Indian Head Rail Trail 

10 am – 1 pm Free, no rsvp 
10390 Theodore Green Blvd 

White Plains, MD 20695 
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When Mary Tyler Moore Stood Up for Pale Male 
the Red-Tailed Hawk

Pale Male, a Red-tailed Hawk whose eviction from the Fifth 
Avenue building where Mary Tyler Moore lived energized 
her to fight for his nest to stay put. Credit Nicole Bengiveno/
The New York Times

She was a sitcom sweetheart, a role model for an emerging 
generation of single career women, a fashion icon in white 
go-go boots and a pleated miniskirt. She turned the world 
on with her smile.

But in 2004, Mary Tyler Moore, who died on January 25, 
lent her star power to a cause close to home: the Red-
tailed Hawks that nested on her luxury apartment building 
on Fifth Avenue. The hawks, Pale Male and his mate Lola, 
were celebrities in their own right, drawing regular crowds 
of gawkers with binoculars. Ms. Moore, then in her late 
60s, would crane her neck to look up from her eighth-floor 
window at the sprawling aerie the hawks had constructed 
on a rounded neoclassical pediment adorned with cherubim 
— until the building’s co-op board had the nest removed 
because of the mess the hawks were creating down below.

The outcry was loud and immediate, and Ms. Moore was 
among the hawks’ most forceful advocates. “I am so 
outraged that they would do this without so much as a by-
your-leave,” she told reporters. “This was something we 
like to talk about: a kinder, gentler world, and now it’s gone.” 
On national television, she called the destruction of the 
raptors’ home “pointless and heartless.” The board soon 
capitulated, and the nest was rebuilt. Ms. Moore moved out 
months later. But the nest remains, a reminder of one of her 
more overlooked roles: animal rights activist. She had been 
one for years. In 1994, Ms. Moore, a vegetarian, offered 
a seafood restaurant in California $1,000 to spare the 
life of a 65-year-old lobster named Spike (no thanks, the 
restaurant said). She narrated “Life Behind Bars,” a 2002 
documentary that exposed the horrors of factory farms.

Ms. Moore moved into 927 Fifth Avenue, at East 74th 
Street, around 1989. Pale Male, named for his unusually 
light-colored plumage, arrived in 1993. For 11 years, he 
and a succession of mates raised hatchlings, feeding them 
pigeons and rats. To their fans, the hawks represented 
untamable nature in the heart of the city. To many 
residents of the building, they were a nuisance. In 2003, 
the board asked federal officials to approve the removal 
of the nest, which spanned eight feet in its perch above 
the 12th floor. “The nest has caused deterioration of the 
building’s canopy from bird droppings,” the board secretary 
wrote. Feces and bits of carcass would rain down on the 
entranceway at times, bearing the threat of disease, the 
board said. Federal officials did not object, and on Dec. 7, 
2004, workers dismantled the nest and stuffed its twigs and 
branches into trash bags.

Protesters stood vigil on Fifth Avenue for days. Ms. Moore 
periodically emerged from the building to lend her support. 
“I don’t care if they hang a nest from my living room 
window, that’s fine,” she said. “I just want those hawks to 
be back in their natural habitat and be peaceful.” She even 
inserted herself in a tussle between a hawk enthusiast 
and the co-op board’s president. The hawk lover, Lincoln 
Karim, was arrested on charges of harassing and stalking 
the president, Richard Cohen, and his wife, the newscaster 
Paula Zahn, and of threatening the welfare of their son. 
Ms. Moore took a cab to the police station to assist Mr. 
Karim. When she returned to address the protesters, she 
was greeted by loud cheers. “That applause is the best 
applause I have received in my life,” she told them.

On Thursday, Marie Winn, who wrote a book about the 
hawks, “Red-Tails in Love,” recalled Ms. Moore’s role in the 
episode: “Everybody was very, very thrilled about this. She 
was a great heroine.” On the day Mr. Karim was arrested, 
the board agreed to put back the metal spikes that had 
been an anchor for the nest. In 2005, Ms. Moore and her 
husband sold their apartment for $18 million.

As for Pale Male, who sired several more broods with 
several more mates, his current ontological status is 
unclear. The nest still hangs on the building, still occupied 
by red-tailed hawks during nesting season. But some 
birders have speculated that its current male occupant is 
one of Pale Male’s light-feathered offspring. If Pale Male is 
alive, he would be approaching his 26th birthday — near a 
record for a wild red-tailed hawk. Should he have met his 
demise, female hawks have been known to find new mates 
within a day.

Soap Bubbles on Snow

http://tinyurl.com/soap-bubbles-on-snow
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon 
Society supports raptor conservation 
and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-
Raptor” Program. The program currently 
includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern 
Saw-whet Owl. Each bird is banded 

by a licensed bird bander with a serially numbered metal 
band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird Banding Laboratory. 
A limited number of birds are available for adoption each 
year!

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies
Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Carole Schnitzler, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Gloria Bilinski, Waldorf
Abby Bookhultz, Huntingtown

Elizabeth A Carroll, Mechanicsville
Nancy Ruyle Dodge, Mechanicsville

Ursula Hubert, Waldorf
Claudia A Knowlton, California

Mr. Jim Long, Accokeek
Strummer Landoll, Faulkner
Anita McCormick, California
Roseanne Markham, La Plata

Ms. Patricia H. Mann, Saint Leonard
Juock S. Namkung, Lexington Park
Karola E Nelson, Fort Washington

Tom R Oakley, Great Mills
Donald Osborne, La Plata

Gwynette Piper, Huntingtown
Jennifer Paulk, Leonardtown

Michael Papantones, Temple Hills
Phyllis Ryan, Clinton

Steve Sumosky, California
Billy Venis, Prince Frederick

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Horseshoe Crab Volunteer Opportunity 

Many of us in SMAS are familiar with the Delaware Bay 
horseshoe crab breeding phenomenon. The bird feeding 
frenzy that follows is an amazing thing to behold. It 
has results in a number of SMAS field trips with some 
spectacular sightings of shorebirds. Perhaps you are not 
aware that there is a smaller population of these ancient 
creatures appearing around the high tides in May and 
June on our own Chesapeake Bay beaches. The staff at 
Flag Ponds has sponsored volunteer efforts to count their 
numbers on several occasions. Cove Point Natural Heritage 
Trust (I’m Executive Director) also has an interest in this 
activity and has sponsored surveys and other research on 
the populations at Cove Point for the past decade. Check 
our web site at www.covepoint-trust.org under scientific 
research. Anne Arundel Community College’s Dr. Paul 
Bushmann has his findings published there.

This year he wishes to expand their effort to include daytime 
monitoring. He and his interns visit the beach on the four 
days surrounding high tides at the end of May and the 
beginning of June. The most active period is in the evening 
but, through tagging efforts, they have discovered there is 
some activity during the day as well. Without overextending 
his students (after all they have classes to attend as well 
as the nightly vigil) he is looking to volunteers to fill the 
gap. As the area has restricted access and some training 
is required, I have offered to serve as the liaison for this 
group. We have not yet set a date for the training but will 
have that and the dates we need volunteers very shortly. 
If you are interested in joining us please contact me either 
by e-mail at cpnht@comcast.net or by phone at 410-394-
1300. This should be interesting and it’s a great place to 
bird as well.

Bob Boxwell
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation 
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter. 
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is 
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________.    ___ No thank you, please mail  
me a paper copy. 

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum, January 28
by Tyler Bell

We had a nice sized group RSVP and all but one showed 
up. Hard to want to come out on a cold, blustery day when 
you’re ill. In fact, at each of the stops where we got out to 
look for waterfowl, when we threw in the towel after finding 
as many species as we could wring out of the river, every-
one seemed quite happy to jump back into a warm car to 
drive to the next spot.

In years past, the temps in late January have been cold 
enough to freeze the fields and occasionally the large 
pond on the north side of the park. This year, however, the 
temperature had been well above average leading up to 
the trip so everything was thawed. The pond had a nice 
gathering of Gadwall and a couple of Mallards and Ring-
necked Ducks. Sadly, these are flighty birds and before the 
whole group could get a good look at them, they took off 
and landed out on the river. As is typical for this part of 
the lower Patuxent River, there was a nice flock of Ruddy 
Ducks spread out between the north end of the park and 
the Kings Reach archaeological site. Further south, near 
the water intake for the Morgan State University’s Patux-
ent Environmental and Aquatic Research Lab, there was 
a mixed flock of Greater Scaup, Buffleheads and Common 
Goldeneyes. Way back in the 90s and early 2000s, this 
area hosted a substantial mixed scaup/goldeneye flock. It’s 
also where I located the male Tufted Duck and the male 
Barrow’s Goldeneye. An Eared Grebe was here, too at the 
same time as the Tufted Duck. Not sure what happened but 
the ducks have thinned out so chances of scoring a rarity 
are diminished.

Having seen as many waterfowl at JPPM as we could, we 

went back to the museum parking lot and caravanned out 
of the park to the intersection of Cage and Mackall Roads. 
In the spring and summer, this is a great place for Eastern 
Meadowlarks and both Grasshopper and Field Sparrows 
and usually Horned Larks. The Horned Larks were pres-
ent but were not very cooperative, flying overhead giving 
their tinkling call then landing well out of sight. Some par-
ticipants with sharp ears were able to hear them.

At this point, a few folks who are regulars on my trip decid-
ed to bug out. This actually helped the group because the 
last stop, near the end of Lloyd Bowen Road, is not great 
for a large number of cars. We parked near the pine woods 
and were able to find a few Brown-headed Nuthatches 
coming to a feeder. David Moulton found a Great Horned 
Owl sitting in a Loblolly Pine. Not sure how he saw it but 
everyone got at least a look at it before it flushed further 
back into the woods.

The trip officially ended here but David and I, having car-
pooled from St. Mary’s, decided to drive down to the end of 
Turner Road to look at the large goose flock there. Often, 
they are in the fields on either side of the public road but 
this day, they were far out in fields only accessible from a 
private farm road. Luck was with us as the owner came 
out to get her mail and invited us to drive in and scope the 
geese. Her husband would be out in the field soon after-
ward with a front loader dumping corn for the geese and 
it was like the Pied Piper! We couldn’t find any rarities, not 
even a Cackling Goose, but a nice raft of waterfowl on the 
river yielded a Black Scoter and a White-winged Scoter. 
And finally, the Greater White-fronted Goose, that has 
been in the farm fields just south of the Solomons Bridge, 
evaded detection. It’s still around, though, as it is periodi-
cally reported on eBird. Maybe it’ll be there for the GBBC!



EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com

The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2016-2017 Officers
President, Lynne Wheeler - 301.743.3236; 301.751.8097 

Vice-President, Bob Lukinic - 301.283.6317
Treasurer, Will Daniel - 571.237.1122
Secretary, Julie Daniel - 240.346.1931
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April 5 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
St. Mary’s Soil Conservation District, St. Mary’s County
26737 Radio Station Way, Suite B, Leonardtown, MD 20650
“BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES “
SMAS Bird-Friendly Communities Committee
The human-dominated landscape no longer supports functioning 
ecosystems or provides healthy places for birds. Our rural landscape 
is also under threat by loss of forests and farms to development 
and modern farming practices. Where birds thrive, people prosper. 
Creating Bird-Friendly Communities is Audubon’s commitment to the 
sustainability of our urban, suburban, and rural places. We can restore 
and reconnect these places. We can reestablish the ecological functions 
of our cities and towns. We can provide essential, safe habitat for birds. 
Come and learn about the importance of landscaping with native plants, 
avian architecture for raptors and Osprey, and other threats that exist 
and how we can help.  Light refreshments and mingling starts at 7 p.m. 
Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or
somdaudubon@yahoo.com

April 22 – SATURDAY – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 
EARTH DAY SPECIAL EVENT – Charles County 
Mallows Bay Park, Charles County
1440 Wilson Landing Road, Nanjemoy, MD 20662
“Walk and Learn about the Birds of Mallow’s Bay”
Please join us for bird walks and an informative display about birds 
and the Southern Maryland Audubon Society at “Discover Quest: A 
World War I Commemoration” hosted by Charles County Department 
of Recreation, Parks & Tourism at Mallows Bay Park. See the county 
website at www.charlescountymd.gov  for full information regarding the 
event. This is a great place to celebrate Earth Day!! Walks scheduled for 
10:30 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-751-8097 or 
somdaudubon@yahoo.com.  

April 29 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP
Indian Head area, Charles County
“CHAPMAN STATE PARK AND INDIAN HEAD RAIL TRAIL” 
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
The Indian Head Rail Trail is one of the best locations for Red-headed 
Woodpeckers in the state. We will also bird one of Audubon’s Important 
Bird Areas, Chapman State Park, home to many of Maryland’s coastal 
plain rare natural heritage resources. Come and see the Red-heads on 
the trail and help us find migrants and spring ephemerals at the park. 
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the entrance to Mount Aventine -Chapman State 
Park, Indian Head, Indian Head, MD. This is a joint trip with the Audubon 
Naturalist Society. RSVP to Lynne at 301-751-8097 or
comstockel@aol.com

February 12 – SUNDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
Gate #1 Visitor Parking Lot
“WINTER BIRDS AND TUNDRA SPECIALISTS AT PAX RIVER 
AIRFIELD”
 Leader: Kyle Rambo 
We are fortunate to have access to airfields that provide tundra like 
habitat. This trip will feature typical winter airfield birds such as Snow 
Buntings, Lapland Longspurs, Short-eared Owls, Horned Larks, 
Savannah Sparrows, and possible Wilson’s Snipe and Peregrine 
Falcon. Preregistration is required and open to U.S. citizens only. Trip 
is limited to 10 people. Must bring a photo I.D. Meet at Gate #1 Visitor 
Parking Lot. RSVP to Kyle at 301-757-0005, kyle.rambo@navy.mil.
 
February 17 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP
Private Farm, Charles County
“BARN OWL PROWL”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year round 
resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl. The farm is owned by 
the newly-founded Wicomico Valley Foundation of Southern Maryland. 
This is a great family outing! Bring a reusable mug for hot chocolate. The 
exact meeting location will be given at registration. Suggested donation 
of $5.00 per person. RSVP to Mike at 240-765-5192, or
raptorsrulemc@gmail.com

March 1 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Southern MD Higher Education Center, St. Mary’s County
44219 Airport Road, California, MD 20619
“MOM’S BIG YEAR”
NANCY MCALLISTER, Biologist, Bird Banding Laboratory, Patuxent 
Wildlife Research Center & Professor, Environmental Science, 
University of Maryland Baltimore County 
Join Nancy McAllister on her journey through a ‘Mom’s Big Year’ of 
birding the U.S.  Nancy traveled to hotspots from coast-to-coast to see 
as many birds as possible throughout 2016. A Big Year is no small feat for 
a mom managing all the duties that go along with three young children, 
a husband and two unexpected new jobs! Hear more about how Nancy 
juggled life, work, and family and used her birding adventures to heal, 
renew, and rediscover herself. Come and hear about how fueling your 
passion for nature can change your life too!  Light refreshments and 
mingling starts at 7 p.m. Public invited. Inquiries to Lynne Wheeler, 301-
751-8097 or somdaudubon@yahoo.com 

March 11 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
Park and Ride lot across from Lex Park Post Office, Tulagi Place
“LATE WINTER LAND BIRDS AND WATERFOWL” 
Leader: Dean Newman  
This trip has produced in the past Lapland Longspurs, Snow Buntings 
and Short-eared Owls. Facilities are available. No fee.  Meet at the Park 
and Ride lot across the street from the Lexington Park Post Office on 
Tulagi Place. Call or email Dean to register: dean.newman@dau.mil or 
301-672-5464.
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