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President’s Perch

Fall is a season of change, as well with the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. On 
Wednesday September 7 at the Monthly Meeting Program, held at Battle Creek Cypress 
Swamp Nature Center, we had our society’s annual election, launching a season of change 
for the upcoming year. 

Our annual elections were later than usual this year due to the cancellation of our June 
meeting because of predicted bad weather and rescheduled to occur at our first September 
monthly meeting. As a result of our elections, I am honored to have received the office of 
President and Chair of such a well-respected organization, and hope to be deserving of the 
election. 

I would like to thank Michael Patterson, our outgoing President, for providing such great 
service to SMAS over the last two years. His steady calm hand was exactly what we needed, 
as well as his website acumen, environmental education knowledge, and I personally will 
add that he helped me become a better birder. He is one of my favorite bird count buddies! 
I gained stronger birding skills from Michael, and even more important for me now, an 
excellent example of how to help lead volunteers with poise. 

Change continues for our board and a big welcome goes out to our new Secretary, Julie 
Daniel. Julie has been a long standing member of SMAS and a previous Vice-President. 
Having her back as an officer is greatly appreciated and we are very lucky to have her in this 
new position. Her financially talented and extremely beneficial husband, Will Daniel, was re-
instated as Treasurer, and our ever faithful and entertaining Bob Lukinic as Vice-President. 
His passion about issues, topped with great wit always makes the meetings fun. We also 
need to extend a welcome to three new Directors of the board; Julie Simpson, Lee Vines, and 
Tiffany Farrell. Their love of nature, extensive knowledge, and upbeat personalities will be 
a wonderful addition and I am greatly appreciative that they agreed to volunteer their time 
and brains to our society. Our now Past-President Michael Patterson will also be a Director 
and an important “bird guide” to our new Directors.

The board decided on three objectives for the upcoming year: Strengthen our Community 
Partnerships in Conservation Concerns, Cultivate Novice Birders through Education, and 
Fundraising. All three of these objectives are vital in achieving our mission. Joining with 
our like-minded conservation groups, county nature societies, and local green government 
conservation programs give strength to our ideals and increase our chances for the success 
of our society’s mission. SMAS also has a need to develop more proficient birders for 
Christmas Bird Counts and the MOS May Count. We plan to add more Birding 101 Classes 
and hopefully start a Birding by Ear education event to our line up. And last but not least, 
Fundraising. We are still in need of a fundraising chair. This seems to always be our hardest 
objective and we need all members to help.

I am excited to enter into this new birding adventure and hope all SMAS members enjoy 
our upcoming field trips and monthly meeting programs. We kicked off our season with a 
soaring start at the September 7 program “Kestrels: Jet Fighters of the Field” by Battle Creek 
Cypress Swamp Sanctuary Naturalist Gene Groshon. Gene educated our attendees about the 



Souteast Arizona in August
by Tyler Bell

Jane Kostenko and I have been working at American 
Birding Association events since 1994. We were invited to 
work the ABA Rally in Sierra Vista, Arizona in mid-August 
this year. That was our 28th one! Due to work constraints, 
we weren’t able to fly in early or linger after the event so it 
was a whirlwind of birding then we flew home! We arrived 
on Monday, August 15 to find that the rental company didn’t 
have any record of the minivan that ABA had arranged the 
day before. Same day rates aren’t great but we needed the 
van so we took it. We threw our luggage in the back and 
bolted south to Madera Canyon, a Mecca for birding very 
close to Tucson. The list of potential life birds on this trip 
was small and became smaller due to limitations I’ll write 
about below.

We arrived at the Santa Rita Lodge where two Plain-capped 
Starthroats (hummingbirds) had been present for a couple 
of weeks.  Initially it was believed there was only one bird 
but close-up photos showed that one bird had a fractured 
lower mandible. That bird had been at the lodge for at least 
3 years so the defect didn’t seem to be harming the bird. 
Because these hummers are mainly insectivores, they 
didn’t rely as heavily on nectar as other species so when 
they did deign to visit the feeder, it was for only 15 to 30 
seconds. If you weren’t watching, you could miss them. A 
man who lived nearby was stationed on a bench watching 
one of the favored feeders. He’d been there an hour with no 
sighting. He left at noon. A man from Arlington, VA arrived 
about then and began watching the other favored feeder. 
At 12:59 pm he called out “Starthroat!” and we moved as 
quickly to his location as possible without trying to startle 
the bird. It sipped at the feeder for a few seconds giving us 
brief but identifiable looks before it sailed away. Since we 
needed to be back at the airport to run a shuttle to Sierra 
Vista leaving the airport at 3:30 pm, we waited a little longer 
than had to head back to Tucson. The hummer eventually 
returned but we never would have been able to stay long 
enough and fulfill our duties.

Tuesday morning was the first day of field trips. Because 
of a personnel shortage, I was tasked with helping lead 
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Broad-billed Hummingbird
Photo by Jane Kostenko

beautiful “Sparrowhawk” and we look forward to watching the 
American Kestrel nest box program success rate. Our Field Trip 
Coordinator and Committee Chair David Moulton continues to 
line up a very impressive multi-county offering, with an exciting 
new addition this fall, a boat trip from Point Lookout State Park 
to Smith Island by Smith Island Cruises. The amazing Millie 
Kriemelmeyer is our trip leader; she never ceases to astonish me 
with her knowledge, energy and drive! Our Raptor Conservation 
Chair, Mike Callahan, along with Adopt-a-Raptor sub-committee 
Chair Carole Schnitzler, has been vital to our society and has 
been achieving great success with their events. We, along with 
the raptors, rely greatly on their efforts. We all work hard, and 
accolades go out to all of the board members and committee 
chairs, but I hope all also remember to have fun!!

So, enjoy the season of change! Please check out all upcoming 
field trips and programs and feel free to chirp in and let the board 
know of anything else you would like to see SMAS do. 

Lynne Wheeler
SMAS President

Plants For Birds

http://www.audubon.org/plantsforbirds

Let’s grow one million bird-friendly plants together.

Juvenile Northern Mockingbird at an American pokeweed. 
Photo: Dave Maslowski

Find Native Plants For Your Area

Bring birds to your home today by growing native plants. 
With Audubon’s Native Plant Database, you can find the 
best plants for the birds in your area. Growing bird-friendly 
plants will attract and protect the birds you love while making 
your space beautiful, easier to care for, and better for the 
environment. Explore all of our native plant resources here.

Search For Plants
http://www.audubon.org/native-plants  
Resources Near You
http://www.audubon.org/native-plants-resources
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a field trip each day, through Thursday, to the Sonoita/
Patagonia area. Jane came with me on the first and third 
days. Because of the recent monsoon rains, the usually dry 
grassland at Las Cienegas National Conservation Area, in 
Sonoita, was vivid green. One of the reasons why ABA 
scheduled their event at this time of year, despite the heat, 
is because during the monsoon, birds begin nesting. There 
is an amazing rebirth of everything from plants to birds to 
insects. With lots of flying protein, in the form of bugs, the 
birds are able to provide a bounty for their nestlings. Botteri’s 
and Cassin’s Sparrows have an exceptional developmental 
period where the juveniles do a complete feather molt after 
only a month. This is only possible because of the amount 
of available food. 

So, upon entering the grassland, we parked and there was 
a male Botteri’s Sparrow teed up in a mesquite bush. He 
was there every day. A bit further into the grassland, the 
dominant grass species changes to a taller grass which 
is the favored habitat of Cassin’s Sparrow. There were 
several at one stop and we were able to get good scope 
views of them also teed up in mesquite bushes.

Our last stop in the grassland was at the Empire Ranch. 
This, in addition to providing a much needed restroom 
break, includes a riparian area. The avifauna is quite 
different down in the cottonwoods and sycamores. Gray 
Hawks were nesting in here and we heard them often but 
saw them infrequently. Two Olive-sided Flycatchers were 
an early arrival. Vermilion Flycatchers and Western Wood-
pewees were easily found here.

Next stop was The Café in Sonoita for lunch on the patio. 
They have solar panels which provide shade for the patio 
seating, kind of a win-win situation. Curve-billed Thrashers 
roamed the parking lot hunting bugs on car grills and a 
family of Scaled Quail was seen on the roof of an adjacent 
building. Cassin’s Kingbirds were feeding a fledgling. All of 
these were visible from the patio!

After lunch, we headed to Patagonia to the famous Paton 
Center for Hummingbirds. The property was purchased 
by the American Bird Conservancy, Tucson Audubon, 
and Victor Emanual Nature Tours from the family of the 
Paton’s when both had passed away. Their home had 
always welcomed birders but has been expanded and 
the habitat enhanced since the purchase. Violet-crowned 
Hummingbird is the specialty there and we weren’t 
disappointed. They have a clean white front and a vivid 
purple crown that makes them very easy to pick out of the 
clouds of hummingbirds there.

A final stop was at the infamous Patagonia Picnic Table. 
Some of you may have heard of the Patagonia Picnic Table 
Effect. Basically, someone found a rare bird there, perhaps 
a Five-striped Sparrow or Rose-throated Becard and when 
others went to see it, they found more rarities. We found 
Varied Buntings, Bell’s Vireo, and Thick-billed Kingbird, 
among other regional specialties.

On Friday, there were three different trips, each to locations 
participants wanted to visit for birds not found yet. Jane 
and I drove a van, along with two other leaders, to Pena 
Blanca Canyon, near Nogales, then on to Madera for lunch 
then home. Driving up the rocky creek bid at Pena Blanca 
Canyon was interesting to say the least. Our Chevy van 
fared better than the Fords because of the wheel base and 
suspension. As we hiked up into the canyon, we heard 
a male Elegant Trogon calling on a hillside. We got brief 
glimpses of it before it flew up and over the hill. Later, 
another bird sailed over our heads showing off the rose 
breast and unique undertail pattern. We were tantalized by 
a singing Rufous-capped Warbler, one of our other target 
life birds. It popped out briefly and I was able to see a flash 
of yellow before it disappeared, not good enough to count 
it, though. We had a few encounters with Border Patrol 
agents on ATVs which did not enhance the experience!

If you’ve never been to southeast Arizona, late July to 
mid-August is an excellent time to visit if you can handle 
the heat. The list of rarities is usually impressive and the 
local bird are often not found anywhere else in the US. Be 
sure to drink lots of water and use lots of sunscreen! Long 
sleeve shirts and pants are standard wear for keeping the 
sun off, too.
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Desert Horned Lizard
Photo by Jane Kostenko
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Access Matters: Maine Breakthrough

Roxanne Quimby, the cofounder of Burt’s Bees, began 
buying large parcels of land in Maine in the 1990s. Using 
the earnings derived from the company’s line of natural 
care products, she went public with her plan in 2011, a 
plan to make tens of thousands of acquired acres into 
a National Park. She wanted this to occur during this 
year - the centennial year of the National Park Service. 
Since the National Park designation would have required 
Congressional action, Quimby had to settle for promoting 
National Monument designation, a designation only 
requiring action by the President of the U.S.
 
On 12 August, she signed paperwork to transfer land 
from her nonprofit Elliotsville Plantation, Inc, to the U.S. 
Department of the Interior. This amounted to 87,500 acres 
in Maine’s Katahdin region, just east of Baxter State Park 
(209,501 acres). Quimby’s foundation package included a 
$40 million endowment to fund park operations, with $20 
million at launch and another $20 million to be raised within 
three years. The land-value of this 87,500-acre gift to the 
public has been estimated at $60 million.
 
There is disagreement in Maine over this action, between 
critics opposed to federal government presence and those 
who view the move as an economic lifeline that will protect 
the land. The region has been struggling with double-digit 
unemployment especially since the closing of two regional 
paper mills.
 
Despite this controversy, the White House moved quickly, 
with President Barack Obama announcing National 
Monument status for the land on 24 August, exactly one 
day before the centennial of the National Park Service.
 
In lauding the action, the National Parks Conservation 
Association said that the designation is likely to create 
hundreds of jobs in the Katahdin region, “giving an economic 
boost to the entire state while permanently protecting 
a landscape that inspired American conservationists 
from poet Henry David Thoreau to President Theodore 
Roosevelt.”
 
Together with neighboring Baxter State Park, the new 
Katahdin Woods and Waters Monument should ensure 
that this large landscape remains intact. Notable birds of 
the region include Spruce Grouse, Northern Goshawk, 
American Three-toed Woodpecker, Black-backed 
Woodpecker, Merlin, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Blue-
headed Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo, Gray Jay, Boreal 
Chickadee, and a very long list of breeding warblers, 
including Mourning, Cape May, Pine, Bay-breasted, and 
Blackpoll.
 
This promises to be a win-win-win situation, with new jobs, 
protection for birds and other wildlife, and public access. 
That access means securing opportunities for visitors to 
hike, canoe, hunt, fish, snowmobile, snowshoe, cross-
country ski, photograph, and go birding.

You can access all the past E-bulletins on the National 
Wildlife Refuge Association (NWRA) website:
http://refugeassociation.org/news/birding-bulletin/

Paul J. Baicich 
410-992-9736
paul.baicich@verizon.net

Scientists Finally Have Evidence That Frigatebirds 
Sleep While Flying

According to a new study, the birds can stay aloft for weeks 
by power napping in ten-second bursts.

By Mike VanHelder  August 11, 2016

A common myth once held that albatrosses could fly for 
years at a time, eating and drinking and mating on the wing, 
landing only to lay their eggs. Modern science does not 
support this old wives’ tale, but the verifiable truth about 
avian flight behavior is almost as impressive. The Gray-
headed Albatross can circle the globe in only 46 days, mak-
ing numerous pit stops along the way. And rather than the 
albatross, it’s the Alpine Swift that holds the record for the 
longest recorded uninterrupted flight by a bird: One logged 
more than 200 days in the air as it hunted flying insects on 
its wintering range in the skies over West Africa.

These legendary flights raise a flurry of questions about 
how the birds pull off such feats, and chief among them is 
the question of sleep. For many years, scientists conjec-
tured that long-ranging birds could sleep while aloft, despite 
having no real evidence to support this claim. Until now, 
that is. A new study about the Great Frigatebird, published 
earlier this month in Nature Communications, supports the 
conventional wisdom—but in a surprising way. 

The Great Frigatebird might not have the incredible range 
of the Alpine Swift, but its aerial feats are astonishing in 
their own right. On their wandering flights, frigatebirds 
can stay aloft for up to two months without touching down 
on land or water. More importantly, while out at sea, they 
couldn’t even take a break even if they wanted to; unlike 
most other seabirds, frigatebirds can’t swim, becoming wa-
terlogged and eventually drowning if they do encounter wa-
ter. It’s this inability to stop and get some rest while floating 
that has caused scientists to suspect the bird might sleep 
while flying, and it’s why Niels Rattenborg of Germany’s 
Max Planck Institute for Ornithology (and other colleagues) 
chose to study their sleep patterns.

Rattenborg was also drawn to frigatebirds for logistical rea-
sons. One nesting population of the species in the Galapa-
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor 
conservation and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The 
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially 
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird 
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available 
for adoption each year!

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies
Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 

Southern Maryland Audubon Society
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Carole Schnitzler, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

3595 Silk Tree Court, Waldorf, MD  20602

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Great Frigatebird Wearing A Neurologger
Photo by Bryson Voirin

Cool Internet Links!
Could Genetically Modified Mosquitoes Save Hawaii’s 
Endangered Birds? 
The New Yorker
http://tinyurl.com/gen-mod-mosquitos

Wanna See Something Remarkable?
A GIF that shows the weather radar detecting an 
explosion of birds into the sky after the
Oklahoma City earthquake:
https://twitter.com/TxStormChasers/
status/772096861687590912

Zone-tailed Hawks Mimic Vultures:
http://birdnote.org/show/zone-tailed-hawks-mimic-vultures

Amazon Trip, 2016

Gwen Brewer and George Jett spent two weeks on a boat 
in the southern part of the Amazon. They had about 330 
species of birds, 19 primates, and another 40 species of 
mammals including Pink River Dolphin.  They also had lots 
of reptiles and amphibians, dragonflies, and butterflies.  
Take a look at George’s website to see representatives from 
each group. And, click on the second link for a narrative 
from the tour company!
 

http://www.georgejett.net/index.php/Brazil-2016

http://somdaudubon.org/?p=848

gos Islands is “quite tame” after years of constant observa-
tion, he says. Rattenborg and his team found it relatively 
easy to capture 15 of the birds to implant electroencepha-
lographs (EEGs) into their skulls. Because EEGs measure 
electrical activity in the brain, the researchers were able to 
tell when the birds were awake or asleep. An implanted ac-
celerometer clued them into how fast and in what direction 
the animals flew.

When they downloaded the data from the tiny devices a 
week later, the researchers found that while frigatebirds do 
sleep while flying, they sleep very little—about 45 minutes 
each day in short ten-second bursts, usually after dark. 
By contrast, on land, the birds sleep one minute at a time 
throughout the day and night for a total of roughly 12 hours 
each day.

For the complete article, click on this link: http://tinyurl.com/
birds-sleep-while-flying
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation 
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter. 
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is 
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________.    ___ No thank you, please mail  
me a paper copy. 

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

September 17 - SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Point Lookout State Park, St. Mary’s County 
11175 Point Lookout Road, Scotland, MD 20687
“MIGRATION ON THE POINT” 
Leader: Tyler Bell 
Join us at Southern Maryland’s premier birding hotspot as fall migrants 
funnel south to cross the Chesapeake Bay and the Potomac River. 
Loblolly pines, mixed hardwoods, beaches, marshes and  b r o a d 
water views regularly deliver a wide variety of species and occasional 
rarities. From Lexington Park drive south on Rte. 235 for 13 miles. Go 
left on Rte. 5 for 5 miles to the end. Meet leader at park entrance parking 
lot. Fee area. RSVP to Tyler at 301-862-4623 or jtylerbell@yahoo.com.

September 18 - SUNDAY – 10 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP 
Smith Island from Point Lookout State Park dock, St. Mary’s County 
11175 Point Lookout Road, Scotland, MD 20687
“SMITH ISLAND CAKE WALK” 
Leader: Millie  Kriemelmeyer
This is our inaugural SMAS outing to Smith Island, an isolated 
fishing community with a rich history, a centuries-old brogue dialect, 
and abundant birdlife. The island is 20 miles across from St. Mary’s, 
reachable only by boat.  Be at the Point Lookout State Park dock by 
10 am. After a 1.5 hour boat ride, we will reach Ewell on the island 
by noon. After lunch at the Bayside Restaurant birders can choose to 
either explore by golf cart or bicycle rental the path to Rhodes Point 
beside the march. Non-birders can visit the museum.  We will return 
to the boat at 2:00 p.m. and arrive back to Point Lookout by 4:30 pm.  
Directions to Point Lookout dock: Drive south from Lexington Park on 
Rte. 235 for 13 miles. Go left on Rte. 5 for 5 miles to the park entrance. 
Pay fee and continue south to store and docks. Costs -- $5 per vehicle 
at Point Lookout State Park entrance; Assuming  the group is at least 
15 persons, the roundtrip boat to Smith Island will cost $38 per adult 

2016 Fall Field Trips and Programs
($18 for child age 3-11) exact cash  to trip leader Millie; Add $20 for 
lunch (add $3 for Smith Island cake.) Golf cart or bicycle rental is 
optional. RESERVATIONS REQUIRED.  PLEASE CONTACT MILLIE 
KRIEMELMEYER at mkriemelmeyer@me.com or 301-372-8766 to 
reserve a spot and to choose from 2 lunch options. 

September 18 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
FIELD TRIP 
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County 
44300 Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, MD 20636
“BIRDING THE FIELDS AND TRAILS OF SOTTERLEY” 
Leaders: David Moulton and Michael Patterson 
Join us for a fall excursion to this scenic and historic Patuxent River 
property. Bald Eagles, migrant songbirds and lingering meadowlarks and 
sparrows can be found via Sotterley’s trails and river views. Directions: 
From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road; turn right through gates to 
the Sotterley Plantation visitors’ center parking lot. RSVP to David at 
moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 240-278-4473.

October 2 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP
Cove Point Beach and Marsh, Calvert County
Exact location and directions given upon reservation
“SHARP-TAILED SPARROWS AND MIGRANTS”
Leader: Bob Boxwell
Cove Point beach and marsh is a unique habitat on the Western shore 
of the Chesapeake Bay. A living shoreline project is helping to restore 
the fresh water marsh from salt water incursion. We will target sparrows, 
marsh inhabitants and migrants. This is a restricted area and we are 
limited to ten guests. RSVP by September 25th to Bob at 443-404-5549, 
bobboxwell@hotmail.com 



EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com

The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2015-2016 Officers
President, Michael Patterson (301-752-5763) 
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic (301-283-6317)
Secretary, Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236) 

Treasurer, Will Daniel (240-518-8006)
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October 29 – SATURDAY – 12:00-3:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Mallows Bay Park, Charles County
1440 Wilson Landing Road, Nanjemoy, MD 20662
“BOO!! THE GHOSTS OF MALLOWS BAY”
Youths Welcome
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
What better way to enjoy Halloween than to visit the “Ghost Fleet” of 
Mallows Bay and scare up some birds! Walk with the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society at Mallows Bay Park and learn about shipwrecks, 
archaeological sites, and wildlife all situated in a unique wetland, 
woodland and aquatic habitat which includes an evolving ecosystem. 
Come and enjoy the numerous Osprey and Bald Eagles soaring 
above along with a discussion of the history of the fleet. The trip will 
include a bird walk on the parks one-mile trail where we will look for 
migrants, snatch final peeks at our summer friends, and welcome in 
our winter residents. RSVP to Lynne up to 10:00 a.m. Saturday 
comstockel@aol.com or 301-751-8097.

November 2 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Historic Port Tobacco Courthouse, Charles County, MD
8430 Commerce Street, Port Tobacco, MD 20677
“NATIVE GRASSLAND RESTORATION, MANAGEMENT AND AVIAN 
STUDIES AT THE CHESTER RIVER RESEARCH STATION”
DAN SMALL, Field Ecologist, Center of Environment and Society, 
Washington College
This program is being hosted by the Port Tobacco River Conservancy. 
Dan Small is a field ecologist for the Center of Environment and Society 
at Washington College located on the eastern shore of Maryland. The 
land-based research arm of CES, the Chester River Field Research 
Station conducts research on breeding bird response to a long term 
grassland restoration project and also operates a migration banding 
station. During the summer months, he can be found out in the native 
warm season grassland leading undergraduate interns through the 
fields studying breeding grassland birds. He is a NABC certified trainer 
and has been banding and birding for around 15 years. Dan will also 
inform us of his latest efforts in working with landowners to add habitat 
to their land that will be beneficial for grassland birds as well as helping 
to improve water quality.    Note: Dan’s email dsmall2@washcoll..edu 

October 5 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Flag Ponds Nature Park, Calvert County
1525 Flag Ponds Parkway, Lusby, MD 20657
“Brown Pelicans of the Chesapeake Bay”
DAVE BRINKER, Ecologist, MD DNR Natural Heritage Program
During the mid-1900s Brown Pelicans seriously declined along the 
Atlantic and Gulf  coasts of the United States and were eventually 
listed as a threatened species. Historically, pelicans had never been 
recorded as a nesting species in Maryland or anywhere to the north.  
As pelican populations were recovering from the impacts of DDT, 
Dave discovered Maryland’s first Brown Pelican nesting in 1987. Since 
wandering into the Middle Atlantic States Brown Pelican populations 
have increased dramatically. The remarkable expansion of local Brown 
Pelicans in the region will be presented.  Come learn how adults feed 
tiny chicks, and where Maryland nesting pelicans spend their winters, 
along with other snippets of the natural history of this facilitating water 
bird. Mingling and refreshments start at 7 p.m.

October 15 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 Noon 
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s County 
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BIRDING 101” - Youths Welcome!
Leader(s): Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow 
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Are you tired of saying “What bird is 
that?” Do you want to get better knowing what birds you are seeing? 
Birding 101 is the field trip for you! The more you walk the walk, the 
better you become! The location at the Elms Environmental Education 
Center offers a great habitat for birds. Bob and Margarita will point 
out helpful identification points such as: bird bill and facial markings, 
plumage details, field marks, flight patterns, sound, behavior, and habitat 
and seasonal expectation. Learn about birding apps too. Directions: 
49300 St.  James Road, Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rt 235 south, then 
left onto St. James Church road (opposite Mattapany Road). You will 
see the sign for the Elms Environmental Education Center. Meet at the 
“hunter’s parking lot” on the right, 100 yards before the gate. RSVP to 
Bob Boxwell at 410-610-5124 or Bobboxwell@hotmail.com

October 23 – SUNDAY – 8 am – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Newtowne Neck State Park, St. Mary’s County
MD 243, Compton, MD 20627
“BIRDING NEWTOWNE’S FIELDS, FORESTS AND BAYS”
Leader: David Moulton
A peninsula defined by Breton Bay, the Potomac River and St. Clements 
Bay, this 776-acre property of woodlands, wetlands and agricultural 
fields offers a wide variety of birding habitats. Newtowne was the first 
settlement in the Maryland province after St. Mary’s City.  Owned for 
nearly 3 centuries by the Jesuits, the land was reclaimed as a state 
park in 2009 to protect it from development.  Take Rte. west from 
Leonardtown. Turn left (south) on Rte. 243 (Newtowne Neck Road) for 
4.5 miles to parking lot just beyond St. Francis Xavier’s Church.  RSVP 
to David Moulton at 240-278-4473 or moulton.davidh@gmail.com.


