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We are all members of Southern Maryland Audubon Society because we care 
about protecting birds. In southern Maryland, and the rest of the state, there is rich 
bird habitat that needs to be conserved. Maryland is home to 43 Important Bird 
Areas (IBAs), with six of them in southern Maryland. An IBA is a location that offers 
significant nesting habitat, wintering grounds, and migrant stop-overs for bird species 
that are considered vulnerable. They are typically distinctive areas that stand out 
from the surrounding landscape, such as Chapman State Park in Indian Head. IBAs 
can be large or small as long as they meet the criteria of being necessary for the 
survival of at-risk birds. They include National Wildlife Refuges, State Parks, and 
even private lands. The IBA program seeks to achieve its conservation goals through 
partnerships with private landowners and managers of public lands. 

A major component of the IBA program is the participation of volunteers to assist with 
the nomination, monitoring and conservation of IBAs. Audubon MD/DC has launched 
a program called “IBA Champions” to encourage people to take action to protect birds 
in these valuable habitats. The overall goal of this proactive program is to identify 
areas most in need of conservation and to focus efforts on those sites. To achieve 
this goal, Audubon MD-DC wants to recruit anyone interested in bird conservation 
to become an advocate for birds and their habitats and protect them from threats 
like sprawling development. Champions can participate by choosing to help with 
Monitoring, Advocacy, and Stewardship to identify threats to IBAs and to develop 
strategies to protect them. Each of these activities is vital to bird conservation.

Advocates for IBAs will identify threats and help develop strategies to protect 
habitat. IBA Monitors will collect bird data that will inform decisions about habitat 
management and protection. IBA Stewards can engage in a range of actions to 
help birds and their habitats, from invasive species control to resolving human-bird 
conflicts. There are already success stories in the IBA saga. Bird data has been used 
by the Smarter Growth Alliance for Charles County to help defeat placement of a 
section of the Cross County Connector through Mattawoman Creek IBA. Wicomico 
Environmental Trust was a partner in stopping a massive residential subdivision in 
Pocomoke-Nassawango IBA. This IBA provides important habitat for Prothonotary 
Warblers, Kentucky Warblers and Wood Thrush. Audubon Maryland-DC is now 
working with the Maryland Ornithological Society and other organizations to block 
a Tipton Airport runway extension project that threatens critical forest habitat at the 
Patuxent Research Refuge IBA.

At our March 2 program meeting, David Curson, Director of Bird Conservation for 
Audubon Maryland-DC, will discuss the IBA champions program. The meeting 
will take place at the Charlotte Hall Library at 7:30 pm (with refreshments served 
at 7:00 pm). Please join us to learn more about becoming an IBA Champion to 
protect Maryland’s birds. The Chesapeake Bay region possesses large areas of 
IBAs because of its extensive tidal wetlands, floodplain marshes and forests, and 
open waters. These IBAs support continentally and globally significant populations 
of waterfowl, marsh-nesting birds and Bald Eagles. Maryland’s IBAs range from 
important shorebird habitat on the beaches of Assateague Island to the forested 
mountains of Green Ridge IBA in Allegany County. If you would like to pledge today 
to start helping birds by protecting their IBAs, go to
http://md.audubon.org/iba-champions.

For the Birds,
Michael Patterson
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2015 Patuxent River
Christmas Bird Count Report – Jan 3, 20

All in all, we had a better than average year. 98 species 
was the highest since 2007. 15 parties of 33 observers was 
one of the best turnouts in years.

By far, the best bird of the count was a Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird reported by Jane Kostenko, Tyler Bell and 
Dean Newman from California. Needless to say, it was a 
first for the count.

The warmest December on record resulted in the lack of 
wintering waterfowl. Many duck species were absent. Steve 
Ferrell had the only Canvasback and Ring-necked Ducks 
for the day at Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.

Notable absentees were Scaup, Eastern Phoebe, Pine 
Warbler, American Pipit and for the first time in count history, 
no Killdeer. Additionally, we had record low numbers for 
Long-tailed Duck, Northern Mockingbird and European 
Starling.

On the other side, there were record highs reported for 
Horned Grebe, White-breasted Nuthatch and Savannah 
Sparrow. There were 62 Bald Eagles counted blowing 
away last year’s record of 35!

Bob Boxwell had the only Pied-billed Grebe at Cove Point. 
Mike Rudy had the only Bonaparte’s Gull and Sharp-shinned 
Hawk at Hungerford Creek.  Kyle Rambo had Wild Turkey 
in the Sandgates/Hollywood sector. Tom Harten found a 
new location for Red-headed Woodpecker at Lloyd Bowen 
Road along with the Brown-headed Nuthatches. Speaking 
of nuthatches, Karen Anderson and Mike Carpenter as 
well as Craig Jeschke found Red-breasted Nuthatches at 
Broome’s Island and Calvert Cliffs State Park respectively. 
Jason Avery, Gail Joice, Robbi Ross and Linda Greatorex 
got the only Winter Wrens along Mill Creek Road in Lusby. 
Craig Jeschke had the count’s only American Tree Sparrows 
and Fox Sparrows as well as the only Brown Thrasher at 
Calvert Cliffs. Jim Swift found Lapland Longspurs on the 
airfield at Pax, but missed Snow Bunting and Short-eared 
Owl. Mike Rudy and Ernie Willoughby found a Merlin at 
Asbury in Solomons. Lastly, Mary Hollinger, Lisa and Chris 
Garrett had a Palm Warbler at Flag Ponds.

For the first time in count history, we had a party bird by 
boat. Sue Hamilton’s son graciously agreed to escort Sue, 
Kitty Bailey and Sharon Kearns on a 4 hour cruise along the 
Bay Shore from the power plant to Cove Point. They were 
blessed with 90 Brown Pelicans, 15 Northern Gannets, and 
the only Black Scoter of the day. Thank you to Sue’s son for 
adding this component to the count.

We are so very pleased at the response we had and hope 
to keep this going in upcoming years. Thank you all for a 
great day of birding.

Andy Brown
Compiler
Patuxent River Md.

Senior Naturalist
Calvert County Natural Resources Division
175 Main St.
Prince Frederick, Md. 20678
410-535-5327

Great Backyard Bird Count 2016

This weekend will be the GBBC and all are invited to 
participate. SMAS is conducting several bird walks during 
the 4 day count. Although many participants will only be 
counting birds at their feeders, you are not restricted to 
your backyard but may count anywhere. eBird, the GBBC’s 
big brother, is year round and thus has features “pre-
loaded” to help with counting away from home. There are 
Hotspots that you can select if you choose to bird there. 
For example, Pt. Lookout State Park, overall, is a hotspot 
but there are smaller hotspots within Pt. Lookout SP (The 
Point, The Causeway, Jacob’s Farm, etc.). Adding data to 
these hotspots helps bolster the data over time.

Regardless of how you participate, you can follow along 
or submit checklists by going to this web site:

http://gbbc.birdcount.org/

Karen Anderson, Lusby
Thomas Anderson, Lusby

Georgiana Arvai, Valley Lee
Heidi Baumhoff, Waldorf

Richard S Chandlee, Prince Frederick
Gwen Daughtry, Cheltenham

Anne Drissel, Great Mills
Brigitte Eveland, Dunkirk

Rachel Fried, Port Republic
Richard Fulper, Fort Washington

Lisa Garrett, North Beach
Ms. Lynne R. Gotz, Waldorf

Ms. Joann R. Gough, Leonardtown
Dennis Grenda, Lexington Park

Katherine Griffin, Accokeek
Mr. Matthew Icklan, Temple Hills

Mr. Brian K. Linville, La Plata
Evelyne Ritondale, Solomons

Charles S. Rogers, Jr., Fort Washington
Virginia R Schadt, Waldorf

Clarence Schumaker, Chesapeake Beach
Catherine Spedden, Annapolis

Mr. Kevin Sperka, Pomfret
L C Standish, California

Robert Tourville, Leonardtown
Mr. William E. Winter, Jr., Leonardtown

Mr. Philip L. Yeats, Lusby

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
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Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum Field Trip, 
30 January 2016

by Tyler Bell

Last year, David Moulton, the new SMAS field trip 
coordinator, had to take over as trip leader for me when a 
tree fell on our house the night prior to the walk. This year, 
it was relatively calm and temps were only in the mid-20s 
compared to the howling wind and teens of the 2015 trip.

I arrived at JPPM a bit early to scout the roads due to 
remnants of the blizzard having possible access impacts. 
Thankfully, the grounds crew at JPPM had done an excellent 
job of road plowing and we were able to get in to the three 
locations that we usually visit. Upon entering the park on 
the dual north entrance road, I was greeted with hundreds 
of Cedar Waxwings and American Robins evacuating the 
laden Red Cedars lining the road. I made a tactical error 
and didn’t get out and scope them in the miniscule chance 
of finding a Bohemian Waxwing. The birds were not there 
when we left the park a couple of hours later.

Terry Jordan, a professor at the College of Southern 
Maryland, had a couple of students from her Chesapeake 
Ecology class in attendance. They are required to attend 
a birding field trip and these two women jumped at the 
chance to finish off that aspect of their class soon after the 
semester had started. It’s always fun having newly minted 
birders along on a trip as most of the SMAS trips I lead are 
more a social event rather than a birding event. We’ve all 
been to the locations before with, often, the same people 
so we end up catching up while being a bit more casual 
with the birding. Some of the Cedar Waxwings that had 
been along the entrance road were in the parking lot, nicely 
lit by the low angle sun.

We headed down to the southern end of the park to 
Peterson Point, at the junction of the Patuxent River and 
St. Leonard Creek. Due to the calm conditions, Long-tailed 
Ducks (formerly Oldsquaw) could be heard calling from the 
deep water. Waterfowl were pretty scarce but we managed 
to find some relatively close Buffleheads and Horned 
Grebes. A pair of Tundra Swans were in the creek and a 
Belted Kingfisher flew past us a couple of times.

The next stop was at the water intake for the Morgan 
State University’s estuarine research lab. There were a 
few Common Goldeneyes, some scaup, lots of Ruddy 
Ducks and one Ring-necked Duck. I’m not sure what has 
changed at this location but when I first started working 
for the Academy of Natural Sciences Estuarine Research 
Center (taken over by Morgan State in 2004), there 
were significant numbers of waterfowl at this location. It 
has produced several rarities including the second state 
record of Tufted Duck and first county record of Barrow’s 
Goldeneye. Hard to find rarities when there aren’t many 
ducks!

We ended our stops within JPPM at the north end of the 
park on the river. A pair of Bald Eagles were perched near 
the road but took off as we got out of cars. I’m sure they’re 
nesting somewhere nearby. Certainly across the river at 
Sotterley Plantation. The wind was beginning to pick up 
and the waterfowl diversity was unchanged. We departed 
for the meeting spot. At this point, several participants left.

A smaller group (five total) headed out of the park and to 
the end of Lloyd Bowen Road. This used to be a spot that 
was rarely birded. Eons ago, during the Patuxent River 
Waterfowl Survey, sponsored by the Jug Bay Wetlands 
Sanctuary, I found a Brown-headed Nuthatch in the loblolly 
pines near the end of the road. County listers showed 
up to tick the nuthatch for the county life lists and began 
finding other interesting birds. More recently, Red-headed 
Woodpeckers have been fairly reliable there, away from 
their more densely populated holdout at Calvert Cliffs 
State Park. We found the nuthatches almost right away 
but were about to give up on the woodpeckers when one 
of the participants found an adult perched in a dead tree. 
Knowing this would get flagged on eBird, I took some long 
distance documentation photos. We ended the trip, happy 
to have seen one of the more uncommon woodpecker 
species in Maryland.

As an aside, I stopped at Turner Road on my way home 
and relocated a/the Greater White-fronted Goose that has 
been coming back to southern Calvert for many years. A 
nice way to wrap up the trip for me. I only wish the other 
could have been along!

Agami Herons’ Full Mating Ritual
Photographed for the First Time 

by Purbita Saha  -  January 29, 2016

The Agami Heron is a superb-looking bird, in part due to 
its swanky mating ensemble—a feathery white comb over, 
ombre neck plumes, and a hot-crimson facemask. But 
the species favors the steamy overgrowth of Central and 
South America, and is notoriously hard to find (no one even 
knows where this mysterious bird spends its winters). As a 
result, very few people have seen its extraordinary habits 
or photographed it in the wild—until now.

It all started when heron biologist Jim Kushlan and wildlife 
photographer Kirsten Hines heard about a rare colony of 
Agamis at the Pacuare Reserve in Costa Rica, back in 
2011. After a series of conversations with the reserve’s 
manager and caretaker, Kushlan and Hines were finally 
able to secure permission to visit at the height of breeding 
season last May. What resulted from their trek—thanks to 
Hines’ photography skills—is the first full documentation of 
this elusive species’ breeding behavior.

After arriving at the private eco-reserve by boat, Kushlan 
and Hines immediately launched into an eight-day heron 
study. With the help of long-time caretaker Danilo Herrera 
and his sturdy old canoe, the duo counted 266 Agami Heron 
nests plus two chicks—all holed up on a tiny island in the 
Pacuare lagoon. They were lucky to find the birds at all. 
Three years ago, an impish spider monkey used a fallen 
tree to cross over to the nesting grounds. Once there the 
animal destroyed multiple nests, causing the entire colony 
to flee and relocate for the season. But spider monkeys are 
now exiled from the island—Herrera makes sure to cut up 
any makeshift bridges he notices during his patrols—and 
the birds are back and thriving.

To see the amazing photos, and the rest of the article, 
please click on this link:
https://www.audubon.org/news/agami-herons-full-mating-
ritual-photographed-first-time
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Point Lookout Christmas Bird Count
by Bob Boxwell

Call it El Nino call it climate change.  Call it whatever you 
like the weather has been abnormal a lot recently.  What do 
you say to a week of sixty degree days in December? Sure 
why not?  With lots of unseasonably warm weather the idea 
of winter birding is a little strange.  Sure I’ve seen geese but 
where are the other waterfowl?  With no freeze up north of 
Maryland we are not seeing many ducks, swans, loons, 
grebes, or other things that paddle in the water.

For many of us on the count, December 27 was a mild day 
with few birds and almost no waterfowl.  The temperatures 
ranged from a low of 56 to a high of 73.  Some of us saw 
more species of butterflies than species of ducks.  Big 
flocks of anything were scarce.  Ruddy Ducks numbered 
over 13,000, Canada Geese logged in at 1,534.  Everything 
else combined was less than the geese.  Very calm day 
and flat water too.  

Land birds were a little scarce too.  No Common Grackles 
not that many red-wings.  Brown-headed Cowbirds and 
House Sparrows were in single digits (together).  Thrushes 
and mimics were in low numbers as well.  We counted less 
than one hundred thirty total American Robins, Eastern 
Bluebirds, Hermit Thrushes, mockers, Gray Catbirds, and 
Brown Thrashers.  We had nice flocks of Cedar Waxwings 
and good numbers for familiar birds like Northern Cardinals, 
White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Juncos, Tufted Titmice, 
Carolina Chickadees, and Brown-headed Nuthatches.  The 
last group had showings in several sectors but congregated 
at the Point (over 100).

Good birds of the 101 species included the Barrow’s 
Goldeneye at Elms, Peregrine Falcon, Osprey, Northern 
Harrier, four owl species (including Long-eared), three 
grebe species (including Eared),  Northern Gannets 
and Brown Pelicans, Black-crowned Night-herons, and 
anything that graced your binoculars (puddle of yellow-
rumps and bluebirds).  Twenty-one birders found 21,277 
individual birds.   Thanks to all.

Rarity Roundup
by Tyler Bell

Michael Benedict, of Newburg, posted on Raptor Chair 
Mike Callahan’s Facebook page that he had found a bird 
that he couldn’t identify. I happened to be on Facebook 
and saw this through Mike’s feed and looked at the photo. 
Imagine my surprise when it turned out to be an adult 
male Western Tanager! Looking at the MD/DC Records 
Committee online database, it appears that this is the 12th 
record for Maryland and a first county record for Charles 
County. Sadly, the bird was a one day wonder disappointing 
several birders, including our illustrious former Charles 
County resident George Jett, the next day. Michael kept a 
vigil but the bird never returned.

Ernie Willoughby, Professor Emeritus from St. Mary’s 
College of MD and long serving member of the SMAS Board 
of Directors, has recently moved to the Asbury retirement 
community on Solomons. Several weeks ago, he spotted 
a Greater White-fronted Goose among the Canada 
Geese along the waterfront there. This is presumably the 
same bird that has returned to southern Calvert County 
for the last 6 winter. After leading a SMAS trip to Jefferson 
Patterson Park and Museum (see accompanying article), I 
stopped along Turner Road and relocated the goose mixed 
in with about 500 Canada Geese. Additionally, as I was 
getting out of the car, a Lapland Longspur flew overhead 
and disappeared into a farm field nearby which is posted 
No Trespassing. Observers the next two days relocated 
one or two longspurs but failed to relocate the Greater 
White-fronted Goose. However, they did find an immature 
dark phase Snow Goose, an uncommon bird in southern 
Maryland. Click on this link for a poor, distant digiscoped 
photo of the Greater White-fronted Goose: 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/8671193@
N08/24084559754/in/photostream/

Cool Internet Links!

Watch a Bolt of Lightning Destroy a Tree (Video)
http://wbig.iheart.com/onair/bodhi-55118/watch-a-bolt-of-
lightning-destroy-14326227/

Photographing Spoon-billed Sandpipers in South Korea: 
Patience and persistence pay off!
http://birdnote.org/show/photographing-spoon-billed-sand-
pipers-south-korea

Snow Birds: 10 Birds to Look for in Winter
http://blog.nature.org/science/2016/01/18/snow-birds-10-
birds-to-look-for-in-winter/?src=e.gp

Amazingly realistic 3D drawings (Video)!
https://www.youtube-nocookie.com/embed/
TE8Z4Mu9DgY?rel=0&showinfo=0
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor 
conservation and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The 
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially 
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird 
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available 
for adoption each year!

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Melissa Boyle, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

10455 Point Lookout Rd. Scotland, MD 20687

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Dutch Police Are Training Eagles 
To Take Down Drones

February 2, 2016 | by Tom Hale

While governments and law enforcement continue to 
grapple with the ominous potential of drones, the solution 
looks likes it could actually be much more simple and 
archaic than imagined.

The Dutch police have joined forces with Guards From 
Above, a firm in The Hague who specialize in training birds 
of prey for private security, to help protect the skies from 
rogue drones. With some training, the eagles recognize the 
drones as prey, which they then disable with their talons 
and return to a safe place.

So far, the project is just a trial, with the police assessing 
whether they want a full fleet of drone-busting birds of prey.

Drones are becoming cheaper and more accessible, 
heightening fears that they could be used by criminals or 
terrorist groups. In this vein, the Japanese police force has 
recently announced they will deploy a battalion of anti-
drone officers and disabling drones.

“In the future drones will be used increasingly, so [it] will 
increase the number of incidents involving drones,” the 
Netherland’s Police said in a statement. “Drones can also 
be used for criminal purposes.”

[Watch the eagles in action! https://youtu.be/HifO-ebmE1s ]

The security firm says that the technique they use is not 
harmful to the birds and is no more dangerous than the 
scraps they get into with prey in the wild. In fact, their feet 
are heavily scaled to specifically protect them from sharp 
bites, slashes, and scratches. Even so, the company is 
working with the Dutch Organization for Applied Scientific 
Research (TNO) to assess whether the drone propellers 
affect the bird’s talons.

In a press release, Guards From Above said, “We use the 
birds’ natural hunting instincts in order to intercept drones. 
We do this safely, quickly, and accurately.

”The animal instinct of a bird of prey is unique. They are 
made to be able to overpower fast-moving prey. Sometimes 
the solution to a hypermodern problem is more obvious 
than you might think.”

http://www.iflscience.com/technology/dutch-police-are-
training-eagles-take-down-drones
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continued on page 7

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation 
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter. 
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is 
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________.    ___ No thank you, please mail  
me a paper copy. 

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

2016 Winter Field Trips and Programs

February 12 – 14, FRIDAY – SUNDAY
Great Backyard Bird Count

CALVERT COUNTY: CALVERT NATURE SOCIETY 
EVENT
Flag Ponds Nature Park (see www.calvertparks.org)
FRIDAY - FEBRUARY 12 - 8 a.m. - 10 a.m 
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14 - 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
Register by Feb10 at cypressswamp@co.cal.md.us

CHARLES COUNTY: SMAS Event 
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park 3452 Ferry 
Place, Indian Head, MD 20640 
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14 - Noon to 4 p.m. 
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler & Nancy Megas

ST. MARY’S COUNTY: SMAS Event 
Newtowne Neck State Park 
MD 243, Compton, MD 20627 
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14 - 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Leader: David Moulton, RSVP to moulton.davidh@gmail.
com

February 19 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
Field Trip
Private Farm, Charles County
“BARN OWL PROWL”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year 
round resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl. 
The farm is owned by the newly founded Wicomico Valley 
Foundation of Southern Maryland. This is a great family 
outing! Bring a reusable mug for hot chocolate. The exact 

meeting location will be given at registration. Suggested 
donation of $5.00 per person. RSVP to Mike at 240-765-
5192, or raptorsrulemc@gmail.com

March 2 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charlotte Hall, St. Mary’s County
“Audubon MD/DC: IBA Champions – How to Participate in 
Protecting Important Bird Areas”
DAVE CURSON, PhD, Director of Bird Conservation, 
Audubon MD/DC 
Audubon Maryland-DC launched the new IBA Champions 
initiative in 2015. Come and hear how you can get 
involved in protecting birds at Important Bird Areas through 
monitoring, stewardship and advocacy.

March 12 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
Field Trip
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
“LATE WINTER LAND BIRDS AND WATERFOWL”
Leader: Dean Newman
This trip has produced Lapland Longspurs, Snow Buntings 
and Short-eared Owls. Facilities are available. No fee. 
Meet at the Park and Ride lot across the street from the 
Lexington Park Post Office on Tulagi Place. Call or email 
Dean to register: dean.newman@dau.mil or 301-672-5464. 



EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com

The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2015-2016 Officers
President, Michael Patterson (301-752-5763) 
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic (301-283-6317)
Secretary, Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236) 

Treasurer, Will Daniel (240-518-8006)
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April 6 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m.  – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BENEFICIAL BATS IN YOUR BELFRY – EXPLORING 
THE WORLD OF BATS”
KERRY WIXTED, Biologist II, Maryland DNR Wildlife and 
Heritage Service
Bats are extremely beneficial yet poorly understood 
creatures. Learn about the benefits of bats, amazing bats 
around the world as well as those that call Maryland home, 
and ways to help our declining bat populations. Come early 
and hang out (bat joke) with us at 7 p.m. for refreshments.

April 10 – SUNDAY – 8:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park
3452 Ferry Place, Indian Head, MD 20640
“SPRING INTO BIRDING: BIRD IDENTIFICATION  101”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler, Nancy Megas, and Carole 
Schnitzler 
Bring your eyes and ears and finally accomplish what you 
keep on saying but never do – learn how to identify the 
birds you see and hear! The S. MD Audubon Society has 
a new initiative this year; every southern Maryland County 
will host bird training field trips to assist our beginner 
birders. Come to our Charles County selection – Mount 
Aventine at Chapman State Park. This officially designated 
Important Bird Area offers biodiversity of great significance 
and interest. We will show a 30 minute bird identification 
video and then have a three hour trail walk looking for 
spring migrants and wildflowers. Extra binoculars will be on 
hand. RSVP to Lynne at 301-751-8097 or
comstockel@aol.com

April 17 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Indian Head area, Charles County
“INDIAN HEAD RAIL TRAIL AND SMALLWOOD STATE 
PARK”
Leader: Lynne Wheeler
The Indian Head Rail Trail is one of the best locations for 
Red-headed Woodpeckers in the state. We will also bird 
Smallwood State Park, Marbury, MD for early migrants. 
Come and see the Red-heads and help us find migrants 

who are heading north!! Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the entrance 
to Smallwood State Park, Marbury, MD. This is a joint trip 
with the Audubon Naturalist Society. RSVP to Lynne at 
301-751-8097 or comstockel@aol.com

April 24 – SUNDAY - 8 am – 11 am 
FIELD TRIP 
Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, St. Mary’s County 
”EAGLES, EARTH DAY AND SOTTERLEY” 
Leaders: David Moulton and Michael Patterson Wrap up 
your Earth Day week exploring the bird life on this scenic 
and historic Patuxent River property. Nesting Bald Eagles, 
early migrants, meadowlarks, woodpeckers and waterfowl 
can be found via Sotterley’s extensive new trail system. 
From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road, turn right 
through gates to the gravel parking lot on the Sotterley 
historic property. RSVP at moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 
240-278-4473. 

April 30 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 Noon 
FIELD TRIP 
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s 
County 
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628 
“BIRDING 101” 
Leader(s): Dean Newman and Margarita Rochow 
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you 
tired of wondering and saying “What bird is that?” Do you 
want to get better at knowing what birds you are seeing? 
Birding 101 is the field trip for you! The more you walk the 
walk, the better you become! The location at the Elms 
Environmental Education Center offers a great habitat for 
birds. Dean and Margarita will point out helpful identification 
points such as: bird bill and facial markings, plumage 
details, field marks, flight patterns, sound, behavior, and 
habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn about birding 
apps too. Call or email Dean to register:
dean.newman@md.metrocast.net,
dean.newman@dau.mil or 301-672-5464. 

2016 Winter Field Trips and Programs

Brown-headed Nuthatch
photo by Bill Hubick


