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Nature may look dead in the winter to some, but the woods, waterways, and fields 
are alive with birds. If you’re willing to brave the cold, there are some unique birding 
opportunities that you can participate in during the frigid winter months. The 19th 
annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) will be held from Feb. 12-15, 2016. 
This annual event engages birders of all ages and levels to count birds to create 
a real-time snapshot of bird populations. Participants are asked to count birds for 
as little as 15 minutes or for the entire weekend at a specific location. Sightings 
are then reported online at www.birdcount.org by birders from all over the word 
in this free event. Each checklist submitted during the GBBC helps the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon Society learn more about how birds 
are doing and how to better protect them and their habitats. Last year, counters 
submitted nearly 150,000 checklists with over 5,000 bird species observed. SMAS 
and the Calvert Nature Society will be offering three opportunities to participate in 
the GBBC in southern Maryland. The locations will be Flag Ponds Nature Park, 
Chapman State Park, and Newtowne Neck State Park. For more information, visit 
calvertparks.org or go to somdaudubon.org. 

In addition to GBBC events, we have scheduled field trips to Piscataway Park, 
Jefferson Patterson Park, and Patuxent River Naval Air Station to look for winter 
waterfowl and resident land birds. The Naval Air Station trip has produced Lapland 
Longspurs, Snow Buntings and Short-eared Owls in the past. You can join us 
for a Barn Owl prowl to a farm owned by the Wicomico Valley Foundation of 
Southern Maryland. SMAS monthly programs continue on the first Wednesdays 
in February and March at the Charlotte Hall Library. In February, SMAS Secretary 
Lynne Wheeler will give a presentation on her trip to the Osa Peninsula in Costa 
Rica. This region is known as “where the rainforest meets the sea” and has an 
unparalleled amount of biodiversity which includes Scarlet Macaws, trogons, 
hummingbirds, and woodcreepers. In March, Dave Curson, Director of Bird 
Conservation for Audubon MD/DC, will discuss getting involved in protecting 
Important Bird Areas through the newly-launched IBA Champions Initiative.

At our January program, we heard great stories from our 2015 scholarship winners 
about their life-changing experiences at Hog Island in Maine. They returned from 
the experience grateful for the chance to learn from extremely knowledgeable staff 
in a rich, unique environment. This year, SMAS will be awarding one scholarship 
for an environmental educator or teacher to attend either the “Field Ornithology” 
workshop held June 12-17, 2016 or “Sharing Nature: An Educators Week” from 
July 17-22, 2016.  The scholarship, valued at over $1000, will cover tuition, room, 
and board. The deadline for applications is February 12, 2016 and details can be 
found on our web site.

If you’re not an educator and would still like to inspire new birders, consider 
sharing your experience with someone new to birding during the Great Backyard 
Bird Count or any day of the year. Cornell Lab is inviting everyone to make the 
“Pledge to Fledge” and share your enthusiasm with at least one other person. If 
every bird watcher inspired just one other person to watch birds, we could double 
the number of people who enjoy and care about birds. You can sign up at  http://
gbbc.birdcount.org/pledge-to-fledge.

For the Birds,
Michael Patterson
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These Adorable Owls Will Not Kill You
With Plague!

Owlet being measured before banding. ©Boise State 
University

Plague! The word conjures images of horrors past, piles of 
festering medieval dead overrun by rats. It’s not a disease 
of the past though; the bacteria that causes plague can 
be found in the United States, and a few cases of human 
bubonic plague happen every year.

The animals that carry plague in the US are mostly 
rodents—rats, ground squirrels, and prairie dogs—and their 
fleas can pass plague bacteria to humans if they decide to 
bite us. Good news, though: The adorable little owls that 
live in burrows alongside those plaguey rodents seem to be 
immune. Although the owls have fleas capable of carrying 
plague, they are not infected—and their immunity could 
provide some interesting information to scientists studying 
the disease.

A Pile of Poo on Every Doorstep

Western Burrowing Owls (Athene cunicularia) nest 
underground, often re-using rodent burrows. Working with 
these predatory birds is not for the faint of heart; even small 
owls have powerful beaks and claws. Burrowing Owls live 
in areas where you are just as likely to stick your hand in a 
burrow and and pull out a rattlesnake as an extremely irate 
little raptor.

Dr. Jim Belthoff of Boise State University has spent years 
sticking his arm into nest tunnels in search of owls—often 
past piles of excrement. In addition to being very cute and 
fluffy, these owls have an endearing habit of decorating 
their nests with turds. Not their turds, mind you; they collect 
and bring mammal dung back to their front doorstep. It’s 
thought the poo attracts insects that the owls snack on.

Adding to the grossness, Belthoff noticed Burrowing Owls 
seemed to have lots of fleas. “We considered the fleas a 
nuisance, as they would jump on us as we captured and 
banded the owls, and they would infest our field vehicles.” 
This made him wonder: Do the fleas affect the owls? And 
what kind of fleas were they?

The researchers knew Burrowing Owls used prairie dog 
and ground squirrel burrows in many portions of their 
range. Both those rodents host fleas that can carry the 
plague bacteria Yersinia pestis, maintaining the plague in 
a cycle of mutual infestation. (Humans play into that cycle, 
too, when they’re bitten by fleas that have abandoned a 
rodent corpse in search of food.) So Belthoff assembled a 
team of ecologists, entomologists, microbiologists, public 
health professionals, and volunteers to investigate how 
owls, fleas, and plague interacted with that rodent system.
plague
Plague! These disconcerting signs can be found around 
prairie dog towns in the North Central Mountain region. 
Boise State University

His team collected thousands of fleas from Burrowing Owl 
nests during banding and health checks. “We camped for 
many nights amidst street signs that warned of plague, to 
avoid contact with sick or dead rodents, and to take other 
precautions for avoiding exposure,” said Belthoff. Nearly all 
of the 4,750 fleas collected from owls were Pulex irritans, a 
known plague vector.

Good news, though! They found no evidence of the plague 
bacteria in owl fleas they collected, or in the blood of the 
owls. They also did not find antibodies to plague in owl 
blood, which would be expected if owls were regularly 
exposed. “There are no public health concerns related to 
Burrowing Owls,” says Belthoff. “All our test results were 
negative to plague—in antibodies, in the fleas and in the 
blood of the owls.”

One possibility was that fleas were just hitching a ride on 
the owls, and not feeding on them. Additional tests deter-
mined the fleas did contain Burrowing Owl DNA in their 
guts, so they were drinking owl blood. The owls just weren’t 
getting infected with plague.

To read more: http://www.wired.com/2015/10/adorable-
owls-will-not-kill-plague/#slide-1

Belthoff et al. 2015. Burrowing Owls, Pulex irritans, and 
Plague. Vector-Borne and Zoonotic Diseases 15(9): 556-
564. DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1089/vbz.2015.1772

Corey S. Riding & James R. Belthoff. 2015. Removal of old 
nest material decreases reuse of artificial burrows by bur-
rowing owls. Wildlife Society Bulletin 39(3) 521–528. DOI: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/wsb.552

K. Cruz-McDonnell & B. Wolf. 2015. Rapid warming and 
drought negatively impact population size and reproductive 
dynamics of an avian predator in the arid southwest. Global 
Change Biology: DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/gcb.13092

M. Smith & C. Conway. 2011. Collection of Mammal Ma-
nure and Other Debris By Nesting Burrowing Owls. Jour-
nal of Raptor Research 45(3):220-228. DOI: http://dx.doi.
org/10.3356/JRR-10-63.1
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New species find in Central Otago confirms link 
between Australian and South American shore

Scientists think that New Zealand’s new shorebird 
species Hakawai melvillei, the Australian Plains-wanderer 
(Pedionomidae) and the South American Seedsnipes 
(Thinocoridae) all originated in East Gondwana.
Credit: Image courtesy of Taylor & Francis

It is commonly known that birds evolved from dinosaurs. 
But what happened next? Today, shorebirds (otherwise 
known as waders) live in a wide variety of environments 
worldwide, from the Himalayas to Antarctica. With 
their long legs, shorebirds have long been a subject of 
evolutionary discussion, but where did they originate and 
how did they diverge into so many habitats across the 
globe? Due to a poor fossil record, these questions remain 
largely unanswered. However, a new article published in 
Journal of Systematic Palaeontology sheds new light on 
this mystery.

A new piece in this evolutionary puzzle has been presented 
by an international team of New Zealand and Australian-
based scientists, including researchers at Canterbury 
Museum, who have confirmed that a 19-16 million-year-old 
shorebird fossil, discovered in Central Otago, New Zealand, 
belongs to a group of small birds including the Australian 
Plains-wanderer and the South American Seedsnipes.

The new species, Hakawai melvillei, is named after a 
‘mystery bird’ in Māori mythology and in honour of New 
Zealand-based ornithologist and ecologist David Melville.

Hakawai melvillei was a small wading bird that lived about 
19 million years ago during the Miocene epoch, around 
an ancient subtropical lake on the edge of a floodplain, 
with many other waterbirds, waterfowl, crocodilians and 
bats. The finding of individuals at chick or near fledging 
stage (known from their bone surface texture) shows that 
Hakawai melvillei was breeding in New Zealand and was 
not migratory, unlike many birds of this group today.

The closest relative of Hakawai melvillei is the extant 
Australian Plains-wanderer. These birds are also closely 
related to the South American Seedsnipes. Hakawai melvillei 
is extinct, but its ancient lineage and close relationships 
show how all these birds have a common ancestry in East 
Gondwana, before the landmass subsequently split up and 
New Zealand became isolated.

The long legs of the 19 million year old Hakawai melvillei 

show that it was a wader. The Australian Plains-wanderer 
and South American Seedsnipes have since independently 
evolved terrestrial adaptations, but this is evidence that 
these birds were ancestral waders.

Taylor & Francis. “New species find in Central Otago 
confirms link between Australian and South American 
shorebirds.” ScienceDaily. ScienceDaily, 20 October 2015. 
<www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/10/151020091834.
htm>.
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!
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From Hummingbird To Owl: New Research 
Decodes Bird Family Tree

Date: October 12, 2015
Source: Florida State University

The rapid extinction of dinosaurs 65 million years ago 
gave rise to a stunning variety of bird species over the next 
few million years, according to Florida State University 
researchers.

A study published in the journal Nature in coordination with 
Yale University resolved the bird family tree, something that 
has never been accomplished by scientists. It shows that 
all land birds diverged early on from a group that includes 
vultures and hawks, and indeed that all birds evolved from 
a group of dinosaurs that included the Tyrannosaurus rex 
and Velociraptor.

“These birds just diversified rapidly after dinosaurs went 
extinct,” said Emily Moriarty Lemmon, assistant professor 
in the Department of Biological Science at FSU. “Now that 
these relationships have been identified, we can more 
accurately study how color vision, feather structure and 
many other bird traits have evolved through time.”

The researchers also showed that owls are closely related 
to toucans and hornbills and that falcons are closely related 
to parrots and songbirds. The study also confirmed that 
a nocturnal nightjar — a bird with long wings, short legs 
and very short bills — is related to the tiny and colorful 
hummingbird.

This is the first time scientists have been able to show a 
complete family tree for birds.

Birds are the only living descendants of dinosaurs. But 
until now, scientists really had no idea how quickly they 
had spun off into different species. In fact, after dinosaurs 
died out, more than 10,000 bird species evolved in only a 
few million years.

In addition to showing the relationships between land birds, 
researchers also found that it was very rare for early bird 
species to change between terrestrial and aquatic lifestyles. 
Researchers concluded that nearly all water-based birds, 
such as penguins, pelicans and gulls, shared a common 
ancestor.

Scientists were able to complete this family tree because of 
a genetic sampling technique developed by Alan and Emily 
Lemmon at FSU’s Center for Anchored Phylogenomics. 
The technique targets a few hundred key locations on 
each genome — there are thousands of genes in the 
full genome — that are present in all of the species and 
contain sufficient DNA sequence variation to uncover the 
relationships among organisms.

Past attempts to build a full family tree, or phylogeny, for 
birds have been only partially successful. Other scientists 
have attempted to do so by using the full genomic sequence 
for a few dozen birds, which is both time consuming and 

extremely expensive.

The Lemmons and their collaborators, in contrast, analyzed 
several hundred genes for four times the number of bird 
species at a fraction of the cost of the previous study and 
successfully uncovered the bird family tree.

“There is so much diversity in birds that you have to look at 
a large number of species to really get a clear picture,” said 
Alan Lemmon, associate professor of scientific computing.

In addition to the Lemmons, other authors on the study 
are Richard Prum, Daniel Field, and Jeffrey Townsend 
of Yale University, Jacob Berv of Cornell University and 
Alex Dornburg of the North Carolina Museum of Natural 
Sciences.

The research was supported by funding from the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, Yale University and the National 
Science Foundation.

http://www.sciencedaily.com/
releases/2015/10/151012181033.htm

Rarity Roundup

The Chesterville (Kent County) CBC produced a mega-
rarity for Maryland, a female Vermilion Flycatcher. This 
is only the 4th record for the state. The bird, which is still 
being seen as of press time, is at the Quail Run Nursery. 
The property owners have been very obliging to birders 
who have been coming from several states away.

About a mile away to the northwest is another statewide 
rarity, a Loggerhead Shrike. This bird’s population has been 
declining to the point that the MD/DC records committee 
decided to place this on the statewide review list and 
delisted Northern Shrike which has become more common 
in winters in MD.

Locally, Sandy, and Dean Newman (SMAS field trip 
leader) have been hosting a Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
since New Year’s Day. Although not rare here in summer, 
wintering hummingbirds are quite uncommon and Rufous 
Hummingbird is actually more likely than Ruby-throated!

Vermilion Flycatcher
photo by Howard Wu

www.travelerathome.com

http://www.travelerathome.com
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor 
conservation and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The 
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially 
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird 
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available 
for adoption each year!

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Melissa Boyle, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

10455 Point Lookout Rd. Scotland, MD 20687

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Cool Internet Links!

Putting things in perspective:
https://www.facebook.com/willyfoo/
videos/10153324299714245/

Starlings takeoff at 200 Frams Per Second:
https://vimeo.com/110136128

Mad Migration!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ap_
wl5qBcM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=02tixxnZhjw&feature=
youtu.be

Kingfisher In Slo Mo:
https://www.facebook.com/100009633488351/
videos/188448821486233/

This Insect Has The Only Mechanical Gears Ever Found 
in Nature
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/this-
insect-has-the-only-mechanical-gears-ever-found-in-
nature-6480908/#raElXxT92VrIIl2K.99

Join New Bald Eagle Nest Monitoring Project!

The Maryland Bird Conservation Initiative needs your help!  
This new group is working to coordinate people across the 
state who are interested in the conservation of birds and 
their habitats.  The group has initiated a new project that 
you may want to help with: Bald Eagle nest monitoring.  
As we know in Southern Maryland, this species has made 
a wonderful recovery, but information on the number and 
success of nests is still important to track.  This information 
is not being regularly collected, so a new citizen project 
has been started to help fill in the data gaps.  The project 
is modeled on a similar effort in Iowa.  If you are interested, 
please check out the website: https://mdbci.wordpress.
com/bald-eagle-nest-monitoring/ .  There you will find more 
information on how to get involved. We are looking for 
information on nest locations and also for people to monitor 
nests 3 times during the nesting season. Every effort will 
be made to minimize disturbance of the nest and private 
property will be respected in the course of the project.  More 
information on the Bald Eagle project and also Maryland 
Bird Conservation Initiative can be found at the web link.
 
Thanks for considering how you can help with Bald Eagle 
conservation!
 
Gwen Brewer
Lothian, MD (formerly Waldorf, MD)
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continued on page 7

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Southern Maryland Audubon Society. All of my membership dollars will help support local conservation 
initiatives and enable us to provide southern Maryland teacher education scholarships to attend Hog Island, Audubon Camp in Maine. 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me as a first time member of the National Audubon Society. You will automatically become a member of the Southern Maryland 
Audubon Society. You will receive six issues of National’s award winning Audubon Magazine. A fraction of my dues will be received to our chapter. 
Your renewal information will come directly from the National Audubon Society. 
 
 
 
 
 

 � Please enroll me for electronic delivery of our monthly newsletter The Osprey: ___ Email me a link to download the pdf, ___ Email me a notice it is 
available on the website. My email address is: ___________________________________________________.    ___ No thank you, please mail  
me a paper copy. 

 � Individual/Family:         __1year $20  __2year $35  __3year $45
 � Lifetime Membership:  __ $500
 � Donation:                   ______

 � Introductory Offer: __1 year $20

Name:      ___________________________________________
Address:  ___________________________________________
City:         _________________State:_________Zip:_________

Please make your check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society or National Audubon Society.

Mail to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society, P.O. Box 181, Bryans Road, MD 20616.

GREAT NEWS!! You can now go online and join SMAS via PayPal. Go to our website at somdaudubon.org for this new option.

2016 Winter Field Trips and Programs

January 22 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP – YOUTHS WELCOME!!
Elms Environmental Center, St. Mary’s County
“OWL PROWL AT THE ELMS” 
Leaders: Bob Boxwell and Margarita Rochow
Come “call out” the owls!! Owls are nocturnal, and therefore 
not easy to spot. A great Friday night family outing at The 
Elms. Dress appropriately for the weather, and avoid noisy 
clothing. This event is weather dependent. Rain or high 
winds will result in cancellation. The address is 49300 St. 
James Road, Dameron, MD 20628. Take Rt 235 south, 
left onto St. James Church road (on the right is Mattapany 
road). You will see the sign for the Elms Environmental 
Education Center. We will meet in the hunter’s parking lot 
on the right before the gate. RSVP to Bob Boxwell at 410-
610-5124, or Bobboxwell@hotmail.com 

January 24 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon 
FIELD TRIP
Piscataway Park & Hard Bargain Farm, Prince 
George’s County 
“WINTER WATERFOWL AND RESIDENT BIRDS” 
Leader(s): Mike Callahan and Michael Patterson 
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society. The 
varied habitat or water, woods, farm fields and edges provide 
for a great variety of birds. Take Rt 210 (Indian Head Hwy) 
to Livingston Road. (south of Farmington Rd. and north of 
Rt 228). Take Livingston Road east and meet at the Burger 
King in the Food Lion Shopping Center (15785 Livingston 
Road, Accokeek, MD 20607). No facilities. No fee. Limit to 
20 participants. RSVP to Mike Callahan at raptorsrulemc@
gmail.com or 240-765-5192. 



EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com

The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

2015-2016 Officers
President, Michael Patterson (301-752-5763) 
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic (301-283-6317)
Secretary, Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236) 

Treasurer, Will Daniel (240-518-8006)
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January 30 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP
Jefferson Patterson Park, Calvert County
“WINTER WATERFOWL TRIP”
Leader: Tyler Bell
Open fields and wooded areas provide good land birding 
and the river frontage close views of waterfowl. Call or 
email Tyler for directions to the meeting location. RSVP to 
Tyler Bell at jtylerbell@yahoo.com or 301-862-4623. 
 
February 3 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charlotte Hall Library, St. Mary’s County 
“THE OSA PENINSULA OF COSTA RICA – THE MOST 
BIOLOGICALLY INTENSE PLACE ON EARTH”
LYNNE WHEELER, Southern Maryland Audubon Society 
Secretary and Membership Chair
Come and enjoy a presentation by Lynne of her October 
2015 trip to the Osa Peninsula. This southwestern corner 
of Costa Rica is known as “where the rainforest meets 
the sea.” The Osa’s geological history makes it home to 
a nearly unparalleled amount of biodiversity, estimated 
to house 2.5% of the biodiversity of the entire world. See 
photos of many bird species such as Scarlet Macaws, 
Trogons, Hummingbirds, Motmots, Woodcreepers, and 
Cotingas, along with tropical plants, multiple monkey 
species, reptiles and the Green-and-Black Poison dart 
frog. She might share a few photos of the fish she and her 
husband John caught too!

February 12 – 14, FRIDAY – SUNDAY
Great Backyard Bird Count

CALVERT COUNTY: CALVERT NATURE SOCIETY 
EVENT
Flag Ponds Nature Park (see www.calvertparks.org)
FRIDAY - FEBRUARY 12 - 8 a.m. - 10 a.m 
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14 - 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. 
Register by Feb10 at cypressswamp@co.cal.md.us

CHARLES COUNTY: SMAS Event 
Mount Aventine at Chapman State Park 3452 Ferry 
Place, Indian Head, MD 20640 
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14 - Noon to 4 p.m. 
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler & Nancy Megas

ST. MARY’S COUNTY: SMAS Event 
Newtowne Neck State Park 
MD 243, Compton, MD 20627 
SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 14 - 8 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
Leader: David Moulton, RSVP to moulton.davidh@gmail.
com

February 19 – FRIDAY – 7:00 p.m.
Field Trip
Private Farm, Charles County
“BARN OWL PROWL”
Leader: Mike Callahan
Join us on this night hike to look and listen for the rare, year 
round resident owl of Southern Maryland, the Barn Owl. 
The farm is owned by the newly founded Wicomico Valley 
Foundation of Southern Maryland. This is a great family 
outing! Bring a reusable mug for hot chocolate. The exact 
meeting location will be given at registration. Suggested 
donation of $5.00 per person. RSVP to Mike at 240-765-
5192, or raptorsrulemc@gmail.com

March 2 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charlotte Hall, St. Mary’s County
“Audubon MD/DC: IBA Champions – How to Participate in 
Protecting Important Bird Areas”
DAVE CURSON, PhD, Director of Bird Conservation, 
Audubon MD/DC 
Audubon Maryland-DC launched the new IBA Champions 
initiative in 2015. Come and hear how you can get 
involved in protecting birds at Important Bird Areas through 
monitoring, stewardship and advocacy.

March 12 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon
Field Trip
Patuxent River Naval Air Station, St. Mary’s County
“LATE WINTER LAND BIRDS AND WATERFOWL”
Leader: Dean Newman
This trip has produced Lapland Longspurs, Snow Buntings 
and Short-eared Owls. Facilities are available. No fee. 
Meet at the Park and Ride lot across the street from the 
Lexington Park Post Office on Tulagi Place. Call or email 
Dean to register: dean.newman@dau.mil or 301-672-5464. 

2016 Winter Field Trips and Programs

Lapland Longspur
photo by Bill Hubick


