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President’s Perch

This winter was difficult for the birds. In the first week of March, average high 
temperatures for this area, which should be over 50°F, were much lower than 
normal. Several snow storms kept the bird feeders very busy and some bird seed 
suppliers actually ran out of their supply. At my house, four Eastern Bluebirds 
were joining other birds and eating suet, which I was refilling every day with two 
cakes. Insects were almost impossible to find and berries had been stripped from 
hollies and other fruiting plants. Although we’re all ready for spring, it’s interesting 
to note some of the adaptations birds make to survive difficult winters.

In addition to bluebirds eating suet, Northern Cardinals and Dark-eyed Juncos, 
usually ground feeding birds, will also try to get to the fat-rich suet cakes. For the 
last two years, a Carolina Wren has found a way into the nature center where I 
work, escaping the cold and even perching on the chair in my office. At our last 
board meeting, one of our board members recounted a story of a Turkey Vulture 
eating suet. On one extremely cold afternoon around sunset, I was surprised 
to see an energetic Winter Wren hopping around on the roof and then trying 
to come in the kitchen window. I’m sure many of you have interesting stories 
about birds and their behavior in all types of weather. If you would like to bring 
your stories to a monthly program meeting, we share bird sightings and other 
observations before each meeting the first Wednesday of the month. A schedule 
of our programs, which focus on birds and other nature subjects, follows at the 
end of each Osprey newsletter and can also be found under our programs tab 
on the web site. 

SMAS will also be leading many spring field trips filled with migrating birds coming 
here to nest or passing through on their way north. Some migrants who are field 
trip favorites, like Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, will stop by sunflower feeders on 
their way through the area. They could be relying heavily on seed this spring 
since many of their natural food sources are gone; feeding birds year round is 
always a good idea. You’ll be attracting new birds, which is good, because our 
winter residents, like juncos and White-throated Sparrows, will be leaving by 
early May.

Now that it finally feels like spring, it’s time to get housing set up because bluebirds 
and other cavity nesters are looking for a place to raise their young. If you already 
have boxes set up, make sure they’re cleaned out and ready for adult birds to 
claim them. To protect the box from predators, it’s good idea to mount boxes on a 
pole and to use a predator guard. As soon as the weather gets warm and insects 
have emerged, songbirds will be in competition for nesting space. 

The board of SMAS will be active with spring activities, field trips, fundraisers, 
and other projects on our wish list. If you have fundraising talents, or would just 
like to give it a try, SMAS raises funds for many good causes (scholarships for 
educators, conservation projects) and would like to find a board member to focus 
on these important tasks. We would also like to help conservation-minded people 
practice habitat stewardship by filling this board position. Enjoy spring now that it 
seems like it’s finally here. We all have earned it.

For the Birds,
Michael Patterson
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A Pre-Valentine’s Day Duet

Neither wind nor rain nor snow will stop this field trip from 
its appointed rounds. Well not really. Windy Weather (new 
meteorologist at news channel 8) stopped the original plans 
for an owl prowl in January at the Elms Environmental 
Education Center, in St. Mary’s County. The temperatures 
were lower but the wind was not a factor on Friday February 
the thirteenth. 

Two hardy and enthusiastic birders joined me at the hunter’s 
parking lot at the Elms at 7 p.m. Another vehicle came and 
parked away from us. We never did figure out why they 
were there and I am not sure we wanted to know. The three 
of us walked to the gate at the Elms center. We hoped to 
be joined en- route by a third party. We stopped and played 
the screech owl tape several times at two locations. Finally 
Margarita Rochow [Editor’s Note, Margarita is the Elms 
director] heard something and convinced us to pull off our 
hoods and wool caps and listen. After a minute or two we 
heard the faint whinny and tremolo of our target. We played 
the tape and the bird responded until we had one fly across 
the road and two birds performing a duet.

At this point we decided to continue and see if we could find 
a great horned owl. I usually put a fair amount of distance 
between where I call the diminutive screech and the hungry 
great horned. We made it down to the first opening along 
the road and gave it a whirl. At this point Hester Burch 
found us and we continued trying to attract the big boy. No 
luck on this end so we headed back hoping to pick up the 
screeches on the way back. 

Oldest Albatross Wisdom Lost Her Egg 

Wisdom lays only one egg per year. She’s estimated to 
have raised 30 to 35 chicks in her lifetime. Photo by Greg 
Joder via USFWS Pacific Region on Tumblr http://tinyurl.
com/ls7ruky 

In December, 2014, EarthSky reported that a Laysan 
Albatross named Wisdom – said to be the world’s oldest 
known, banded, wild bird at an estimated age of 63 – had 
been photographed incubating her newest egg. Wisdom 
returns to Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge and Battle 
of Midway National Memorial each year to nest and raise 
her chicks. She lays only one egg a year. This month, 
though (February 2015), the Papahānaumokuākea Marine 
National Monument reported on its Facebook page:

https://www.facebook.com/
Papahanaumokuakea?fref=photo 

To Wisdom Lovers Far and Wide:

There comes a time when nature reminds us when there 
is life, there is death. In January, 2015 Deputy Refuge 
Manager Bret Wolfe observed Wisdom, the world’s oldest 
known albatross, sitting on her nest without an egg, (she 
and her mate were both sharing incubation duties for most 
of December 2014).

We stopped at about the same location as the first successful 
encounter and played the tape. Sure enough within minutes 
we had a bird. This time it was a solitary response but the 
repetitions were much quicker. In an attempt to bring the 
owl closer so everyone could hear, I started calling. My 
attempts at whinnying have never been that good, but 
given the right voice I do a mean tremolo. And once again 
we had a duet going, only this time it was me and the owl 
not two owls. I’m not sure exactly what I said to my singing 
mate, but the bird wasn’t going to stop until I did. So having 
agitated our evening musical entertainment enough, we 
headed back to our cars. Mission accomplished and even 
better I could still feel my toes (I said there was no wind I 
didn’t say it got above fifteen degrees).

Bob Boxwell  

continued on page 3

New York State Buildings Becoming 
More Bird-Friendly

New York State passed a law in late December which will 
reduce light pollution from state-owned buildings. The new 
law will require the use of shielded lights on the exterior 
of state buildings, specifically directing lighting downward 
onto streets, walkways, and public spaces. State Senator 
Carl Marcellino says his bill, co-authored by State Assembly 
member Linda Rosenthal, will reduce sky glow, something 
that obscures night-sky views, creates road glare, and 
contributes to millions of bird fatalities.

This new law is among a growing set of state, county, and 
city efforts to reduce light pollution, darken the night sky, 
produce energy savings, and protect migrating birds.

You can find out more on the New York law, which goes 
into effect later this year, here:
www.nysenate.gov/news/governor-signs-marcellino-bill-
curtail-light-pollution-state-buildings

Birding Community E-bulletin
Paul J. Baicich / 410-992-9736  paul.baicich@verizon.net

You can access past E-bulletins on the National Wildlife 
Refuge Association (NWRA) website: www.refugenet.org/
birding/birding5.html
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So what’s up with the missing egg? Of the over 694,000 
albatross nests counted on Midway Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge during December 2014 a percentage of those 
nests with eggs have not hatched and some eggs have 
disappeared. The island’s natural egg predators such the 
Ruddy Turnstones or Bristle-thighed Curlews can actually 
take eggs that are not closely attended. Cockroaches and 
other scavengers such as mice can quickly move in to 
clean house and devour shell remnants of damaged eggs. 
When this happens the albatross pair abandons their nest 
and tries again next year. Additionally, Laysan Albatross 
occasionally skip a year or even two as they use their 
precious energy resources to complete a full molt while 
at sea or simply take a breather to replenish their energy 
after accomplishing an exhaustive seven-month incubation 
and chick rearing effort. Wisdom and her mate have 
been sighted and they appear to be fine. Don’t forget that 
Wisdom has maintained a record-breaking track record for 
rearing chicks beyond an age that humans understood was 
possible. We are therefore hopeful Wisdom and her mate 
will return next year to start nature’s cycle of rearing chick 
number 30 something! 

For more information and photos visit: http://www.fws.gov/
refuge/Midway_Atoll/

[Editor’s Note: Wisdom was banded by our own Chan 
Robbins!]

Deborah Byrd
http://earthsky.org/earthsky-a-clear-voice-for-science

Rarity Roundup

On January 31, Tom Field, Jim Green and Geraldine 
King found a CHESTNUT-COLLARED LONGSPUR in 
Washington County. This was only the second documented 
record in Maryland, the first being collected near Ocean 
City in 1906. The bird was present all day on February 1 
and briefly on the morning of February 2 but was not seen 
afterward.

Photo by Mark Hoffman
https://www.flickr.com/photos/wcbirding/16237911717

PURPLE SANDPIPER is uncommon in the Chesapeake 
though the creation of Poplar Island about due east of 
Chesapeake Beach, but on the eastern shore, has created 
a haven for them and increased reports in Anne Arundel 

Rusty Blackbird Spring Migration Blitz

Rusty Blackbirds face an unfortunate and remarkable 
notoriety: this species has endured a decline more severe 
than that of any other once-common landbird. In 2014, the 
International Rusty Blackbird Working Group, in partnership 
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Vermont 
Center for Ecostudies, eBird, and many other state, 
federal, and local partners, launched a three-year Rusty 
Blackbird Spring Migration Blitz that challenged birders 
to scour the landscape for Rusty Blackbirds during this 
species’ northward migration. Between March 1 and June 
15, 4750 birders submitted 13400 checklists containing 
Rusty Blackbird observations to www.eBird.org , a hugely 
successful first season that has allowed us to start looking 
at potential Rusty Blackbird migratory hotspots, habitat 
use, and potential migratory pathways.
 
We hope you’ll consider participating in Year 2 of the Blitz 
this spring! It’s easy - bird as you normally do during the 
Blitz window (March 1 and June 15) and submit your data 
to eBird using the “Rusty Blackbird Spring Migration Blitz” 
observation type. 

Attached is a map indicating where Rusty Blackbirds were 
detected in Maryland in 2014. You can also check out this 
link for an interactive map of sightings: 
http://rustyblackbird.org/outreach/migration-blitz/2015-
areas-of-interest/

To learn more about Rusty Blackbirds and the Blitz 
effort, please visit the Migration Blitz website: http://
rustyblackbird.org/outreach/migration-blitz/ 
and follow their Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/rustyblackbirdspringblitz 
 
You can check out some great photos of Rusty Blackbirds 
in Maryland at the Maryland Biodiversity Project page:
http://www.marylandbiodiversity.com/viewSpecies.
php?species=1324 

Please participate! Thanks to Judith Scarl, her team, and 
all the project’s sponsors for their enthusiasm and well-
organized approach to this complex challenge.

Good birding,
Bill Hubick - Pasadena, Maryland
bill_hubick@yahoo.com        http://www.billhubick.com
http://www.marylandbiodiversity.com
http://www.facebook.com/MarylandBiodiversity

and northern Calvert Counties. They are perhaps semi-
annual in St. Mary’s. This winter, there are at least four 
birds being seen on the rocks near the lighthouse at Pt. 
Lookout State Park.  In the photo below, the sandpipers 
were perched on ice formed due to high winds and extreme 
cold in late February. http://tinyurl.com/PLSP-PUSAs
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor 
conservation and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The 
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially 
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird 
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available 
for adoption each year!

“Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Melissa Boyle, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

10455 Point Lookout Rd. Scotland, MD 20687

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Great Backyard Bird Count
Sets New Species Record

Nearly half the world’s species identified in four days

New York, NY, Ithaca, NY, and Port Rowan, ON–Participants 
from more than 100 countries submitted a record 147, 265 
bird checklists for the annual Great Backyard Bird Count 
and broke the previous count record for the number of 
species identified. The 5,090 species reported represents 
nearly half the possible bird species in the world. The 
four-day count was held February 13-16, the 18th year 
for the event which is a joint project of the Cornell Lab of 
Ornithology and the National Audubon Society with partner 
Bird Studies Canada.

The information gathered by tens of thousands of volunteers 
helps track the health of bird populations at a scale made 
possible by using the eBird online checklist program. A 
sampling of species found by intrepid counters include 
Ibisbill in India, Bornean Bristlehead in Malaysia, and 
Magellanic Plover in Chile, complete with amazing photos. 
GBBC participants even reported two species, Millpo 
Tapaculo and Santa Marta Screech-Owl that have not yet 
been described in the official scientific literature.

Bitter Weather
The bitter cold, snowy weather in much of the northeastern 
United States and much of Canada was a major factor in 
this year’s count. In much of the Northeast, Sunday was 
particularly frigid and windy, and the number of reports 
showed an obvious dip as some counters were forced 
indoors. As one participant in Quebec noted, watching 
birds came with a price as wind chill temperatures rarely 
topped -20 degrees Celsius (zero degrees Fahrenheit). 

For those who did brave the cold, the GBBC data will help 
to better understand the impact of the cold on birds and bird 
populations. For example, scientists will be able to compare 
the abundance of some so-called “half-hardy” species, 
such as Carolina Wren and Yellow-rumped Warbler, to see 
if this cold winter has affected their populations.

Snowy Owl Echo
Snowy Owls are one of the most charismatic and 
emblematic birds of winter. They breed in Arctic regions 
worldwide and drop south in some winters (“irrupt”), 
depending on food supplies and their breeding success in 
the previous summer. The winter of 2013-14 was a huge 
year for these owls which appeared in amazing numbers 
across the Great Lakes states, Northeastern U.S., Atlantic 
Coast, and southern Canada. GBBC reports for 2015 also 
show a surge in Snowy Owl sightings across the same 
range, though the frequency of reports is about half of last 
winter’s. This is a well-known phenomenon with Snowy 
Owls, with the year after a very large invasion often being 
referred to as an “echo flight.”
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Winter Finches
Winter finches—such as Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, 
redpolls, and crossbills—are popular among GBBC 
participants. These birds also “irrupt” south of their usual 
haunts depending on food supplies, so their numbers in a 
given region may change widely from year to year.

2015 was a banner year for Pine Siskins which are reported 
on 10.5% of GBBC checklists so far. Compare that to 1.2% 
of checklists in 2014 when most siskins stayed far north in 
Canada. Siskins will likely be hanging around through April 
and May, especially if the feeders are stocked with their 
favorite nyjer (thistle) seed.

GBBC Top 10 Lists
Surprisingly, a Eurasian species, the Brambling, appears 
on the Top 10 list of most reported species for the first time 
ever. Since November, some of these birds have been 
spotted on the West Coast and others strayed even farther 
by turning up in Montana, Wyoming, and Ontario, with one 
2015 GBBC record in North America from Washington 
state. But the Brambling’s appearance among the Top 10 
can be traced to one checklist from Germany reporting 
a flock estimated at one million birds. Up to three million 
Bramblings have been known to gather at that site.

In North America, California sits atop the leader board with 
the most checklists submitted and the greatest number of 
species, followed by Pennsylvania and New York. Ontario, 
Canada, is in the Top 10 for the second year in a row, nudg-
ing past Ohio and Georgia.
 
Outside of the U.S. and Canada, India was once again a 
star performer, nearly doubling the number of checklists 
submitted to more than 6,800 and reporting the greatest 
number of species so far with 717.

continued on page 6

Top 10 most frequently reported species
(number of checklists reporting this species):
Species    Number of Checklists
Northern Cardinal   59,083
Dark-eyed Junco   59,074
Mourning Dove    48,313
Downy Woodpecker   45,399
Blue Jay    41,671
American Goldfinch   39,880
House Finch    39,241
Tufted Titmouse   38,191
Black-capped Chickadee  36,363
House Sparrow    34,564
* All Top 10 species are North American, reflecting high 
participation from this region.

Top 10 most numerous species (sum of how many 
individuals were observed across all checklists):
Species    Number of Individuals
Snow Goose    1,494,937
Canada Goose    1,110,946
Brambling    1,000,047
European Starling      630,610
Mallard           579,330
American Coot       501,152
American Robin      488,063
Dark-eyed Junco      465,939
Red-winged Blackbird      432,513
American Goldfinch      364,963
* All Top 10 species are North American, reflecting high 
participation from this region.

Top 10 states/provinces by checklists submitted
State/Province  Number of Species         Number of Checklists
California   376    8,453
Pennsylvania   141    7,120
New York   163    6,615
Florida    309    5,478
Texas    366    5,256
Virginia   180    4,672
North Carolina   201    4,497
Ontario    137    4,216
Ohio    125    4,190
Georgia   200    4,017

Northern Flicker
by Linda Izer, Arkansas, 2015 GBBC 

Mr. Robert E. Francomb, Accokeek
Laura Heid, Fort Washington

Dian Lockamy, La Plata
Barbara Mogel, Chesapeake Beach

Marilyn Perry, White Plains
Ater-Price, Hollywood

Carl Rohde, Mechanicsville

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!



6

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Audubon Family and the Southern Maryland Audubon Society.  I will receive the chapter 
newsletter, The Osprey, and all my dues will support environmental efforts in Southern Maryland.

 � Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society.  My membership will also include membership in the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society.  I will receive National’s Audubon Magazine, the chapter newsletter, and support national and local 
environmental causes.  A fraction of my dues will be returned to the local chapter.

Name_______________________________________  Address______________________________________________  
                                                                                                                                                                
City_______________________ State__________ Zip_______ 

I DO        do NOT        wish to receive The Osprey electronically.  My e-mail address is:____________________________ 
(electronic delivery saves SMAS printing and mailing costs.)
       
Chapter-Only Dues (new/renewal)
Make check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society
              

 � Individual/Family          __1yr $20  __2yr $38  __3yr $56

 � Senior/Student              __1yr $15  __2yr $28  __3yr $42

 � Individual Lifetime Membership      ______$500 
                                   Senior (over 62)  _____$250

National Dues,  Make check payable to
National Audubon Society -- Chapter code #C9ZL000Z 
      

 � Introductory Offer - 1 year       $20
 � Senior/Student                         $15

Mail to:  Southern Maryland Audubon Society, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 181  Bryans Road, MD  20616

continued on page 7

April 1 – Wednesday – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charlotte Hall Library, St. Mary’s County
“Solving the Mysteries of Bird Migration”
Dr. GWEN BREWER, Science Program Manager, Natural 
Heritage Program, MD DNR
The migration of birds has fascinated bird watchers and 
researchers alike for centuries. The amazing journeys 
of birds have been chronicled in song, poetry, and film, 
but how do they do it? This talk will summarize what we 
know about bird migration today, including exciting recent 
advances that have come about through the use of new 
technologies.

April 19 – SUNDAY – 7:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
FIELD TRIP
Indian Head area, Charles County
“INDIAN HEAD RAIL TRAIL AND SMALLWOOD STATE PARK”
This is a joint trip with the Audubon Naturalist Society.
Leader(s):
Carol Ghebelian (301-753-6754, ghebelian@comcast.net) 
Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236, comstockel@aol.com)
The Indian Head Rail Trail is one of the best locations for 
Red-headed Woodpeckers in the state.
We will also bird Smallwood State Park, Marbury, MD for 
early migrants. Come and see the Red-heads and help us 
find migrants who are heading north!! Meet at 7:30 a.m. 
at the Bryans Road (not Accokeek) Burger King, 3165 
Marshall Hall Rd, Bryans Rd, MD 20616. RSVP to Carol 
or Lynne.

Upcoming EventsTop 10 countries by checklists submitted
Country                 Number of Species       Number of Checklists
United States   671      108,396
Canada   241        10,491
India    717          6,810
Australia   524             812
Mexico    653             425
Costa Rica   559             303
Portugal   197             193
New Zealand   126             161
Ecuador   784             138
Honduras   353             133
 
Explore what’s been reported on the Great Backyard Bird 
Count website. See what species are being reported and 
how many checklists are being turned in at the county, 
state/province, and country levels. Check out a sampling of 
the photos submitted for the GBBC photo contest.

The GBBC is made possible in part by sponsor Wild Birds 
Unlimited.
 
Contacts:

Agatha Szczepaniak, Audubon, (212) 979-3197, 
aszczepaniak@audubon.org
Pat Leonard, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, (607) 254-2137, 
pel27@cornell.edu; contact for photos     
Dick Cannings, Bird Studies Canada, (250) 493-3393 
(West Coast time), dcannings@birdscanada.org
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Upcoming Events

2013-2014 Officers
President, Michael Patterson (301-752-5763) 
Vice-President, Bob Lukinic (301-283-6317)
Secretary, Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236) 

Treasurer, Will Daniel (240-518-8006)

April 25 – SATURDAY – 7:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Ward Road, Calvert County
“SPRING BIRD LIST”
Leader: Karen Anderson, Master Naturalist
Join Karen as she explores Calvert County’s newest park off 
of Ward Road in Dunkirk. The Natural Resources Division 
would like our help to compile the bird list for this exciting 
new 209 acre property at 10455 Ward Road, Dunkirk, MD. 
RSVP to Karen at r_otters1@msn.com

April 26 – SUNDAY - 8 am – 11 am
FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, Hollywood, St. Mary’s County
”EAGLES, EARTH DAY AND SOTTERLEY”
Leaders: David Moulton and Michael Patterson
Wrap up your Earth Day week exploring the bird life on 
this scenic and historic Patuxent River property. Nesting 
Bald Eagles, early migrants, meadowlarks, woodpeckers 
and waterfowl can be found via Sotterley’s extensive new 
trail system. From Rt. 235, go north on Sotterley Road, turn 
right through gates to the gravel parking lot on the Sotterley 
historic property.
RSVP at moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 240-278-4473.

May 2 – SATURDAY – 9:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP
Elms Environmental Education Center, St. Mary’s Co
49300 St. James Road, Dameron, MD 20628
“BIRDING 101”
Leader(s): Dean Newman and Margarita Rochow
Calling on all wannabe birders!! Youths Welcome!! Are you 
tired of wondering and saying “What bird is that?” Do you 
want to get better at knowing what birds you are seeing? 
Birding  101 is the field trip for you! The more you walk 
the walk, the better you become! The location at the Elms 
Environmental Education Center offers a great habitat for 
birds. Dean and Margarita will point out helpful identification 
points such as: bird bill and facial markings, plumage 
details, field marks, flight patterns, sound, behavior, and 
habitat and seasonal expectation. Learn about birding 
apps too. Call or email Dean to register:
dean.newman@md.metrocast.net, dean.newman@dau.mil or 
301-672-5464. 

May 6 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM
Charlotte Hall Library, St. Mary’s County
“The Significance of Spring Wildflowers”
KARYN MOLINES, Maryland Native Plant Society Chapter Chair
After a long dark winter, the colorful and fragrant flowers 
carpeting the ground bring out primal feelings of rejuvenation 
and energy. The abundance of plant growth is an amazing 
ecological phenomenon that is highlighted by a profusion 
of flowers. Karyn will provide examples of the diversity of 
flowers typical of a southern Maryland forest, while pointing 
out the ecological importance of this seasonal explosion 
of plant growth. Note: Karyn will also be leading a Spring 

Wildflowers walk at Flag Ponds Nature Park on April 23 
hosted by the Calvert Nature Society. We recommend a 
spring “double hitter” by registering for her walk and then 
coming to our May 6 program. See their website at www.
calvertparks.org, go to Calendar of Events for information 
and to register for the walk. The Audubon program is free 
and does not require registration.

May 9 – SATURDAY – All day
COUNTY MAY COUNTS
Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s, St. Mary’s Counties
Help is always appreciated from all: backyard birders, 
beginners, new members. This is a great way to learn! 
Data and information help save our birds. The county 
coordinators for you to contact are as follows: 

Calvert:
Sue Hamilton (410-586-1494, seal10n2002@yahoo.com)

Charles:
George Jett (410-741-9129, gmjett@verizon.net)

Prince George’s: 
Fred Fallon (301-249-1518, fwfallon@earthlink.net)

St. Mary’s: 
Patty Craig (301-872-5670, walelu67@yahoo.com)

Barn Owls & Breakfast, Charles County
Youths especially welcome!
Mid-May to early June. The exact date to be determined, it 
all depends on the owls! Watch our Osprey newsletter and 
website for date and details.
Mike Callahan (240-765-5192, raptorsrulemc@gmail.com)
A different kind of B&B! Come and enjoy breakfast before 
helping our Raptor Conservation Committee chair Mike 
check a Barn Owl nest box, and hopefully band nestling 
owls. This trip takes place on private property in southern 
Charles County. The location and directions will be given 
when you contact Mike to register and reserve your spot. 
This event fills up rapidly. There  is a small fee involved to 
cover the cost of food. Please bring your own reusable 
plate, mug, and utensils. 

June 11 – THURSDAY – 9:00 p.m. - 11:00 p.m. 
FIELD TRIP
Flag Ponds, Calvert County
“NIGHTIME HORSESHOE CRAB ADVENTURE AT FLAG 
PONDS”
Leader(s): Andy Brown and Melissa Boyle (melissaboyle3@
gmail.com, 443-340-3035)
The horseshoe crab is one of nature’s miracles, and their 
eggs fuel the amazing migration of shorebirds! Want to see 
horseshoe crabs spawning on the beach by moonlight? 
Join us for this unique chance at water’s edge. Bring 
flashlights, wear comfortable walking shoes that can get 
wet. Meet at the gate to Flag Ponds. RSVP to Melissa (see 
above) by June 8.


