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President’s Perch

Greetings, fellow members and nature enthusiasts. I’m honored that the 
Southern Maryland Audubon Society has elected me President of this well-
respected volunteer conservation organization. I would like to thank the 
members for this exciting and challenging opportunity.

Before I tell you about myself, I would like to thank Mike Callahan for his dedicated 
service as President of SMAS for the last three years. I will be counting on Mike 
for advice and support as I step into this new role. Back in February of 2012, I 
had been thinking about becoming more active as a volunteer in a conservation 
organization. Around the same time, in talking with Mike he mentioned there 
was an opening in SMAS for Education Chair. I accepted the position later that 
month and started attending meetings regularly. I accepted the Vice President 
position in June of the same year (little did I know what I was getting into).

I would also like to thank Bob Lukinic, who served as President before Mike 
Callahan. Bob is doing some great work as Conservation Chair and has agreed 
to be Vice President. I’m also very grateful to Lynne Wheeler, Secretary, and 
Will Daniel, Treasurer, who will both continue in their roles. Thank you also to 
Directors Jean Artes, Melissa Boyle, and Chris Ordiway, who will remain on 
the Board, and Andy Brown and Margarita Rochow, who are joining us as new 
Directors. I also appreciate Tyler Bell’s continued great work as editor of The 
Osprey. 

To give you a little background about me, I attended La Salle University in 
Pennsylvania followed by the University of Maryland at College Park for graduate 
school. I studied organic chemistry and have always been interested in science 
and how things work. My love of birds and nature comes from my late mother, 
who introduced me to our backyard birds at an early age. I would like to thank 
my friend Jon for getting me back into birding after college. Reconnecting with 
nature helped me become the Facility Director at Clearwater Nature Center in 
Clinton, MD in 2006. Before accepting my current position, I worked as a Park 
Ranger and a Park Naturalist.

As many of you know, the Southern Maryland Audubon Society, established in 
1971, was the first Maryland chapter of the National Audubon Society and its 
mission is “to promote appreciation, conservation, and protection of birds, other 
wildlife, and their habits through education, research, and outreach.” There are 
a lot of different ways you can use your talents to help our chapter meet its 
conservation objectives. If you join us for one of our monthly programs you help 
spread our message to fellow members and non-members. The same is true if 
you join us for one of our field trips or serve as a field trip leader. Our program 
and field trip schedule is included in this edition of the Osprey. This fall, there 
are programs about Maryland’s diverse natural areas and the extraordinary 
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Junco, a familiar but remarkable backyard bird. We’ll also 
hear about a visit to the Pantanal region of Brazil in search 
of unique animals and plants. 

If you would like to be more directly involved with SMAS, 
you could join our Board of Directors. Our meetings are 
the last Wednesday of each month in locations throughout 
southern Maryland. We also need volunteers to bring 
refreshments for our monthly programs. We could also use 
your skills to help with fundraising and community outreach.

If you make purchases on Amazon.com, a portion of 
your purchase will be donated to SMAS if you make that 
designation through Amazon Smile. For more information 
on Amazon Smile, visit our newly-designed website (www.
somdaudubon.org), created by Chris Ordiway. If you want 
to help in any way, talk to me or one of our board members. 
I look forward to this opportunity and to working with many 
of you over the next year!

Michael Patterson

2014 SMAS Scholarship Winner

Congratulations to Kristen Frill, winner of the 2014 SMAS 
scholarship to one of the National Audubon Society’s week-
long camps on Hog Island, Maine. Kristen has chosen to 
attend Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week.

“I am so excited to be the recipient of the scholarship to go to 
Hog Island, Maine for the Educators Week in July,” Kristen 
said of the honor. Currently, she teaches 3rd grade at 
Lettie Marshall Dent Elementary School in Mechanicsville, 
MD and has been a teacher with St. Mary County Public 
Schools since 2009.

“A few years ago,” Kristen said, “I had an amazing 
opportunity to go to Port Isobel, Tangier, and Smith Islands 
with the Chesapeake Bay Foundation to study the Bay, its 
watershed, and its importance to our region.”  She was able 
to bring the information from the study back to her school 
to create a whole Chesapeake Unit for Science and Social 
Studies for the entire grade level.  The exposure meant a 
brand new wealth of knowledge for students in St. Mary’s 
County. Kristen is hoping to do the exact same thing with 
her experience at Hog Island in Maine. 

Kristen believes students love to learn about nature and 
science. “Pull in anything non-fiction to my resources to 
teach the Common Core Standards and I have a very 
involved class,” she said. Kristen looks forward to using 
the educator’s week to improve as a teacher and integrate 
Environmental Science into every subject in the classroom. 
“I truly love the look on students’ faces when they discover 
cool new facts about animals or their world around them,” 
she said.  “My class next year will be in for a treat!” 

Kristen was born and raised in North Florida, where she 
was able to spend a lot of time outside enjoying the warm 
climate. She graduated from Florida State University in 
2001 with a degree in International Business and Marketing. 
She went back to school to earn a Master’s in Education 

SMAS Email Discussion Group

I’d like to introduce any of you who are not familiar with our 
listserve. Welcome to MD-SMAS, the email discussion list 
for Audubon in Southern Maryland, where you can:

* share timely information about Southern Maryland 
environmental issues
* compare notes about Southern Maryland Audubon 
chapter activities,
* discuss birds and birding in Southern Maryland, and
* stay in touch with the Southern Maryland Audubon Society 
Board of Directors

The discussions are meant to be free-ranging but should 
generally center around local, state and national issues 
that affect the Southern Maryland environment. Through 
sharing information, we all become more effective in our 
Audubon efforts!

The MD-SMAS mailing list will function as a large e-mail 
distribution list, linking the people of Southern Maryland 
Audubon.

List Owner:
Tyler Bell
E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

Group Email Addresses
Post message: md-smas@yahoogroups.com
Subscribe:        md-smas-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Unsubscribe:    md-smas-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
List owner:        md-smas-owner@yahoogroups.com

from the University of Phoenix in 2008. Before moving 
to Maryland, she and her husband, who is Active Duty 
Navy, were stationed in Brunswick, Maine. Her husband 
is currently deployed to Bahrain and has been stationed in 
Florida since October 2011. They have two children, both 
of whom are competitive swimmers and active Girl Scouts. 
“Being out in nature is a huge part of Girl Scouts,” Kristen 
said. “I look forward to bringing some of my new found 
knowledge to my troop as well.” 

Five-lined Skink Nest!

Bob Boxwell recently found a Five-lined Skink nest at his 
office in Lusby. He says it’s the first time he’s ever found a 
nest. Since this is the last year of the amphibian and reptile 
atlas, it couldn’t have come at a better time!
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Eastern Kingbird
Photo by: Bill Hubick

Newtowne Neck State Park Public Open House

Dear SMAS:

I am writing to you today as Park Ranger Melissa, instead 
of SMAS Melissa. The Maryland Park Service would like 
to invite you and the Southern Maryland Audubon Society 
to the Newtowne Neck State Park Public Open House on 
Saturday, September 27 from Noon- 3:00 p.m. 

SMAS is currently represented by Michael Patterson on the 
Stakeholder Group, however the Open House is a chance 
for the general public, as well as National Audubon Society 
Members to have input on the planning of this new park. 
We also welcome SMAS to host a bird walk or bird watching 
activity at the Newtowne Neck Open House during that 
same day and time. This would allow the public to learn 
more about the park’s resources, especially the birds, as 
well as promoting the Southern Maryland Audubon Society 
to the local Newtowne Neck community. 

We will be discussing the upcoming Open House more at 
the next Stakeholder Meeting on Wednesday, August 20 
but I wanted to send you a message before then. Please 
let me know if you are interested and available for the Open 
House on September 27. Feel free to contact me with any 
additional questions and we can discuss the Open House 
in more detail at the next meeting. 

Thanks! 
Melissa Boyle

SMAS Birdathon

Thanks to all of you who supported Gwen Brewer and me 
on the May 17 SMAS fund raising effort. Our final total was 
101 species. The shortened effort (only 10 hours) because 
of the confines of the Maryland Ornithological Society time 
frame on the county listers trip, we were still pleased with 
the results. If we had had another 10 hours I wonder if the 
Charles County big day record of 140 might have been 
broken? Nay – not enough migrants, few waterfowl and 
shorebirds, and I am too old for this stuff.  My goal was 
100, and we just squeaked by.
 
Gwen and I started at the house at 5 AM and picked up the 
resident Barred Owl. We next went to the Rt. 231 bridge to 
meet the six crazies that wanted to work on their Charles 
County lists. Doing a big day requires some patience and 
skill. We bird by sound more than sight, and the listers were 
aware of this tactic. If they missed it, lo siento. Our route 
was mostly on the eastern side of Charles from Benedict 
to Cobb Island with a number of stops in between.  The 
female Wild Turkey walking across Swann Point Road was 
also a nice find. We finished at about 3 PM at the Port 
Tobacco Court House with Gwen finding a pair of male 
Wood Ducks loafing on a downed log. Then we all hustled 
back to the conference in Solomons. It was not until I 
counted up the list did I know we had met our goal. Thank 
you for supporting this fine organization.
 
We had a couple of nice surprises and some disappointment. 
We did not locate two local breeders – Hooded, and Black-
and-white Warblers (How can this be?). The Horned Grebe 
(a late migrant) in full breeding plumage off Cobb Island 
was a pleasant and beautiful surprise. We also had a male 
Bufflehead at the Breeze Point Sewage Treatment Plant. 
Maybe a young bachelor. Some questioned it was a decoy 
until we put the scope on it. An early Veery complements of 
Dr. Brewer’s bionic ears, and many of the local breeders. 
The quick view I had of a Bank Swallow was a frustration, 
but you have to blame the bird, not me. I screamed 
immediately when it appeared as it disappeared down the 
Port Tobacco River.
 
We were very weak on shorebirds, the best being a Greater 
Yellowlegs at Allen’s Fresh, and late waterfowl. Gulls and 
terns were as expected, and since we were not able to get 
to some important habitat during night a number of species 
like Marsh Wren were missed. The Barn Owls at Nancy 
Wolf’s farm were a treat to all.
 
If anyone is interested in the total list, by time, and location, 
please get in touch with me. I hope no one is interested, but 
I have the data.
 
Remember it is not over yet since my policy of “it’s never 
too late to donate”. Even if you know the results, and have 
not yet supported this effort, you can still do so.
 
All donations should be sent to:
 
Will Daniel - SMAS Treasurer
Southern Maryland Audubon Society
P.O. Box 181
Bryans Road, Maryland 20616

I don’t have a final tally of pledges yet but I am hopeful we 
have raised $1000 for SMAS. I will leave this to Will.
 
Please don’t make the check out to me. I will only buy 
whiskey, and that won’t help SMAS.
 
Cheers my friends. Back to the herps.
 
George
gmjett@comcast.net
www.georgejett.net

[Editor’s Note: Twenty-three people donated to the bird-a-
thon for a total of $1447.25 raised. But as George said, it’s 
still not too late to make a donation!]
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Southern Maryland Audubon, Sotterley And 
SMECO Collaborate To Bring Back Barn Owls To 

St. Mary’s County

HOLLYWOOD, MD – Are you a Barn Owl looking for a 
home? Thanks to an array of owl-friendly folks in Hollywood, 
MD, your housing options just increased. A brand new Barn 
Owl Nest Box has been installed on private agricultural 
land adjacent to the Sotterley Plantation and it is ready for 
occupancy.

Barn Owls are nocturnal hunters and feed mainly on small 
mammals like voles and mice as well as small birds found 
in the fields and marshes.  This medium sized owl has a 
heart-shaped face and screechy scream-like call and was 
once a common occurrence in St. Mary’s County. But as 
farmland has been converted to development, or and fields 
turned over from fallow grassland to monoculture crops, 
this particular species of owl has become increasingly 
scarce in the Eastern United States. It is now listed as 
a Species of Concern in Maryland by the Department of 
Natural Resources due to the all time low numbers. 

Cats Indoors Action Alert

A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) field office recently 
issued a strong, science-based letter (http://www.abcbirds.
org/PDFs/2014-7-23 FWS letter to Escambia County.pdf) to 
Escambia County, Florida, advising against implementing a 
Trap, Neuter, Release (TNR) program. “Due to the adverse 
impacts of these non-native predators on federally listed 
threatened and endangered species, migratory birds, and 
other vulnerable native wildlife,” the letter does not support 
free-roaming domestic cats or TNR programs.

Your voice is urgently needed to support FWS, to 
encourage the establishment of an agency-wide position, 
and to ensure that America’s wildlife is protected from the 
growing number of free-roaming cats in the U.S.

TAKE ACTION HERE! https://secure2.convio.net/abcb/
site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=173

Danny Alton, Leonardtown
Judy Bicknell, Waldorf

Chesapeake Urology, White Plains
Chesapeake Urology, Clinton

Christopher M. Clarke, Huntingtown
Evelyn Dashiell, Pomfret

Roberta Foster, Saint Leonard
Raymond Gagnon, Mechanicsville

Brett Goldwasser, California
Hillary Goldwasser, California
Carolyn Heveron, Great Mills

Dixie Horton, California
William M. Intyre, Pomfret

Heather Jansen, La Plata
Dennis J. Murphy, Bryans Road

Pat Markley, Indian Head
Tracy Parker, Bryans Road

S. Pintoy, La Plata
Curt Reynolds, Chesapeake Beach

Irma Stockton, Port Republic
Darlene Tustin, Lusby

Margaret Tieger, Port Tobacco
Dundas Orr, Churchton

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Cool Internet Links!

High-Tech Scarecrows Swoop In To Save Birds From 
Planes!
https://www.thedodo.com/high-tech-scarecrows-swoop-
in--661698574.html

Final Osprey Fledge
At long last, Pia, the third and final Osprey chick, has taken 
to the air. Now that all three have ventured away from the 
nest they will start hunting by themselves for the next two 
weeks. By the end of August the three young Osprey will 
begin the long migration south towards the equator. A video 
recording of the fledge has been posted in the comments 
section of the bird camera page.
http://explore.org/live-cams/player/live-osprey-cam

Condor Nest in Utah
http://www.peregrinefund.org/news-release/303

Osprey Banding
Photo by: Lynne Wheeler
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor 
conservation and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The 
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially 
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird 
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available 
for adoption each year!

NEW FOR 2013!! “Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Melissa Boyle, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

10455 Point Lookout Rd. Scotland, MD 20687

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society

GE Crops, Bee-Killing Pesticides Banned On 
National Wildlife Refuges

In February the Center joined 
the Center for Food Safety 
in a legal petition to the Fish 
and Wildlife Service to ban 
genetically engineered crops 
and bee-killing neonicotinoids 
on our country’s national 
wildlife refuges. Growing 
GE Crops leads to massive 
increases in herbicide use, 

and using neonicotinoids is causing disastrous bee die-offs 
and bird declines, so we argued that these practices have 
no place on lands set aside to protect wildlife.

In a momentous victory for the birds and the bees, 
the Service just granted our request: GE Crops and 
neonicotinoids will be banned in wildlife refuges nationwide. 
Now the 150 million acres of our national wildlife refuge 
system will truly be a refuge for wildlife, including the nearly 
300 threatened and endangered species that call these 
lands home. The Service is the first U.S. agency to ban two 
of the most harmful practices in agriculture in recognition of 
their unacceptable environmental impacts.

But we won’t rest until wildlife everywhere are protected 
from dangerous agricultural practices. The Center’s Lori 
Ann Burd, author of the petition, said in a recent Oregonian 
op-ed, “With mounting evidence linking neonicotinoid use 
to grave environmental impacts, a much wider U.S. ban is 
in order.”

Read Lori Ann’s op-ed in the Oregonian and learn more in 
The Seattle Times.

h t tp : / /www.b io log ica ld ivers i ty.o rg /news/center /
articles/2014/oregonian-08-01-2014.html

h t tp : / /www.b io log ica ld ivers i ty.o rg /news/center /
articles/2014/seattle-times-08-06-2014.html
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Audubon Family and the Southern Maryland Audubon Society.  I will receive the chapter 
newsletter, The Osprey, and all my dues will support environmental efforts in Southern Maryland.

 � Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society.  My membership will also include membership in the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society.  I will receive National’s Audubon Magazine, the chapter newsletter, and support national and local 
environmental causes.  A fraction of my dues will be returned to the local chapter.

Name_______________________________________  Address______________________________________________  
                                                                                                                                                                
City_______________________ State__________ Zip_______ 

I DO        do NOT        wish to receive The Osprey electronically.  My e-mail address is:____________________________ 
(electronic delivery saves SMAS printing and mailing costs.)
       
Chapter-Only Dues (new/renewal)
Make check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society
              

 � Individual/Family          __1yr $20  __2yr $38  __3yr $56

 � Senior/Student              __1yr $15  __2yr $28  __3yr $42

 � Individual Lifetime Membership      ______$500 
                                   Senior (over 62)  _____$250

National Dues,  Make check payable to
National Audubon Society -- Chapter code #C9ZL000Z 
      

 � Introductory Offer - 1 year       $20
 � Senior/Student                         $15

Mail to:  Southern Maryland Audubon Society, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 181  Bryans Road, MD  20616

Minnesota Vikings Stadium Campaign

The new Minnesota Vikings stadium is still on track to 
become a major killer of migratory songbirds. Despite a 
national outcry and demands from many of Minnesota’s 
leading elected officials, the stadium’s builders have 
steadfastly refused to use bird-friendly glass in the 
mammoth new mostly-glass building.

Help us keep the pressure up and protect birds wherever 
they are in danger with an urgent donation to Audubon 
today.
h t tps : / / secure .audubon .o rg /s i te /Dona t ion2?d f_
id=6280&6280.donation=form1&s_src=AUG14_Em1&s_
subsrc=Link1

The cost to switch to safer glass — about $1 million — 
amounts to a less-than-one-tenth of one percent of the 
estimated billion-dollar project.

Last month, Audubon launched a national campaign to 
persuade the stadium’s builder to change course. The 
public response has been heartening:

-    The issue has received major media attention from coast 
to coast.
-   Nearly 60,000 bird enthusiasts have signed petitions 
asking the Minnesota Sports Facilities Authority (MSFA) to 
use the safer glass.
-   And just last week, the Minneapolis City Council passed 
a unanimous resolution asking for the change.

But ... even in the face of this pressure, the builders have 
refused to budge.

Please sign the petition!
https://secure.audubon.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&p
age=UserAction&id=1717

Audubon Minnesota plans to keep up the public pressure 
as long as necessary to get the Vikings and the MSFA to 
reverse course.

The new stadium’s exterior is almost 40 percent glass — a 
total of nearly 200,000 square feet of glass in all. The site 
of the stadium is less than a mile from the Mississippi River, 
along which tens of millions of birds fly every year between 
their breeding and wintering grounds.

If you love birds, please ... raise your voice by supporting 
these urgent efforts.

Thanks for all you do,

David Yarnold
President and CEO
National Audubon Society 



EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com

The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.

Programs & Field Trips Fall 2014

2013-2014 Officers
President, Mike Callahan (240-765-5192) 

Vice-President, Michael Patterson (301-752-5763)
Secretary, Lynne Wheeler (301-743-3236) 

Treasurer, Will Daniel (240-518-8006)

September 3 - WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m.
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM 
La Plata Volunteer Fire Department, Charles County
911 Washington Avenue, La Plata, MD 20646
“From Mountains to the Sea: Maryland’s Natural 
Areas”
 KERRY WIXTED, Biologist II, MD DNR Wildlife and 
Heritage Service
Maryland’s Natural Areas encompass 31 unique natural 
sites (eight of these in our southern region) found across 
the state that are open to the public. Come and learn about 
these state and/or federally owned properties that have 
amazing ecosystems, many which contain rare species, 
natural features and/or special geological formations. 
Maryland’s Natural areas consist of ancient maritime forest 
and more, all of which are teeming with unusual animals 
and plants. Come at 7:00 p.m. for refreshments and 
mingling.

September 6 - SATURDAY – 8 a.m. – 12 noon
FIELD TRIP 
Calvert Cliffs State Park, Calvert County 
 “FALL MIGRATION”
Leader: Tyler Bell
Neotropical migrants should be near their peak. Warblers, 
tanagers, grosbeaks, and other songbirds. Good trails 
through wooded habitat and along the creek. Take Rt. 
2/4 south of Prince Frederick for about 14 miles. Follow 
signs to the park. Meet leader in parking lot. Facilities and 
fee, 3 mile round trip. RSVP to Tyler at 301-862-4623 or 
jtylerbell@yahoo.com

Sept 20 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP
Gilbert Run Park, Charles County
“WWW: Walk , Water, Woods”
Leader(s): Lynne Wheeler and Jean Artes
Come join us for a first in a long time at this Charles County 
park. We will look for FIDS and migrants on a beautiful 3 
mile trail around the 60 acre fresh water lake. The trail is 
moderate difficulty, not beginner, due to hills and exposed 
root structure, but gorgeous sections and wonderful avian 
habitat. The park is located 8 miles east of La Plata on Rt. 
6. You can GPS at 13140 Charles Street, Charlotte Hall, 
MD 20622. RSVP to Lynne Wheeler at comstockel@aol.
com or 301-751-8097.

September 28 – SUNDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 11 a.m.
FIELD TRIP
Sotterley Plantation, St. Mary’s County
“BIRDING THE FIELDS AND TRAILS OF SOTTERLEY”
Leader(s): David Moulton and Michael Patterson
Join us for a fall excursion to this scenic and historic 
Patuxent River property. Bald Eagles, migrant songbirds 
and lingering meadowlarks and sparrows can be 
found via Sotterley’s extensive trail system. Beginners 

welcome! Directions: From Rt. 235, go north on 
Sotterley Road, turn right through gates to the Sotterley 
Plantation visitors center parking lot. RSVP to David at 
moulton.davidh@gmail.com or 240-278-4473.

October 1 – WEDNESDAY – 7:30 p.m. 
MONTHLY MEETING PROGRAM  
Calvert County Library, Fairview Branch, Calvert County
8120 Southern Maryland Boulevard, Owings, MD 20736
“The Brazilian Pantanal”
DR. GWENDA BREWER AND GEORGE JETT – 
Photographers and Naturalists  
In July 2013, George & Gwen travelled to the Pantanal 
region of Brazil in search of unique animals and plants 
to photograph and study. The focus was wildlife of the 
region with a great group of geeks: butterfly and dragonfly 
specialist, botanists, and one of the best mammalogists 
I know, Fiona Reid. The three week trip produced some 
delightful images of birds (Chestnut-eared Aracari), 
mammals (Jaguar, bats), insects (stinging wasps, tons of 
butterflies & dragonflies), etc. Gwen & George will also show 
some of the most magnificent landscapes on our planet, 
and we are sure of a humorous discussion of the many 
experiences they enjoyed and endured. Programs start at 
7:30 p.m. but please come at 7 p.m. for refreshments and 
pre-program mingling.

October 4 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP 
Cove Point Beach and Marsh, Calvert County
“SHARP-TAILED SPARROWS AND MIGRANTS”
Leader: Bob Boxwell
Cove Point beach and marsh is a unique habitat on the 
western shore of the Chesapeake Bay. A living shoreline 
project is helping to restore the fresh water marsh from salt 
water incursion. We will target sparrows, marsh inhabitants 
and migrants. This is a restricted area and we are limited to 
ten guests. RSVP by September 28th to Bob at 443-404-
5549, bobboxwell@hotmail.com

October 11 – SATURDAY – 8:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
FIELD TRIP
Indian Head Rail Trail, Charles County
“RED-HEADS AND MIGRANTS”
Leader(s): Michael Patterson and Lynne Wheeler
There are areas on the Indian Head Rail Trail (IHRT) that 
provide us with one of the best hot spots for Red-headed 
Woodpeckers. This fall trip enables you to enjoy hearing 
the chatter of Red-headed juveniles and of course the fun 
of fall warbler identification. Meet /park at the parking lot 
off of MD Rt. 224 and the IHRT (just east of MD Rt. 225). 
NO RSVP. This is an open field trip to enable last minute 
joining. 


