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Brood II Periodical Cicada Emergence 
Coming Soon

Please get the word out to all MES members [and encourage them to spread 
it further afield], that this is indeed the year of Magicicada Brood II. However, 
there’s a lot of misinformation flying around, as well. Some just plain wrong 
maps have been given major media attention and some folks have been adding 
to a general newspaper-selling hysteria about these harmless insects. To see 
accurate mapping results of careful research by John Zyla and colleagues, 
please visit http://www.cicadas.info  Brood II is the one depicted in blue. Brood 
II is NOT expected in any numbers in the Brood X areas [depicted in magenta]. 
John is interested in any Magicicada data, positive or negative, as he continues 
to fine-tune all local brood ranges. Data can be directly entered at his website. 
Most sightings are expected between 15 May and 15 June 2013. As you can 
see, this data gathering window is rather small so the more cicada-spotters, the 
better!!

Gaye Williams - MD Department of Agriculture.

2013 SMAS Yard Sale
 
A yard sale is scheduled for Saturday, June 15th from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
Will and Julie Daniel’s house located at 6622 Leonardtown Road in Bryantown, 
MD.  If you have donations or can help on the day of the yard sale please 
contact Julie at 240-518-8006 or by e-mail at juliemdaniel@hotmail.com  Please 
make sure that all donations are in good working order and are clean. Help 
is always needed on the day of the sale from setting up to cleaning up; it is a 
busy day but lots of fun!  We truly appreciate your help in raising money for our 
education fund by supporting the yard sale. Over $800 was raised last year and 
we hope to have another great day this year!

Directions to the Daniel’s house from St. Mary’s county: Take Route 5 or Route 
235 north to Charles County. Continue on Route 5 past Hughesville.  About 3.5 
miles north of Hughesville watch for their house on the north side of the road, 
1/4 mile north of Ted Bowling Drive. If you get to the intersection at Oliver Shop 
Road you have gone too far. The house is an old white farm house with a white 
board fence around the property.

From Calvert County take Route 231 west to Charles County. Follow directions 
above from Hughesville.

From Charles County go through Waldorf and then take Route 5 south towards 
Bryantown and Hughesville. In Bryantown, one half a mile past the intersection 
at Oliver Shop Road do a u-turn and go back north on Route 5, their house is 
1/4 mile north of the U-turn. The house is an old white farm house with a white 
board fence around all of the property.

Flea Market/Yard Sale Committee
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Field Trip Report for 
Maxwell Hall, Charles County

On April 13, 2013, a group of 14 set out with the leader to see 
what spring was bringing in at this extensive county park, 
located in eastern Charles County.  Our number included 
two visitors from Anne Arundel County and two participants 
in the Master Naturalist course being offered at American 
Chestnut Land Trust. It was truly a glorious spring weather 
day, with blue skies, little wind, and a pleasant temperature 
in the mid-60s. Our first stop was the meeting place near 
the entrance to the equestrian section of the park, where 
a Brown Thrasher greeted us with his song. Although this 
area is open to hikers free of charge, we just listened here 
for a bit before proceeding to a section of the park to the 
west with a small parking lot and more forested trails (off of 
Teagues Point Rd.). These trails take you past an old barn, 
mountain laurel thickets, and ravines, and to overlooks on 
Swanson Creek as you wind through the forest. 

It is an interesting time of year to see what new species are 
coming in, and which have not yet left for breeding grounds 
to the north. We found that a few winter visitors were still 
present: Yellow-rumped Warbler, White-throated Sparrow, 
and Red-breasted Nuthatch. We were also pleased to 
see or hear a number of resident birds, including White-
breasted Nuthatch, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, 
Carolina Wren, Northern Cardinal, American Crow, Fish 
Crow, Blue Jay, Mourning Dove, Northern Flicker, and 
Pileated, Downy and Red-bellied Woodpeckers. American 
Goldfinches, Brown-headed Cowbirds, American Robins, 
Eastern Towhees, Field Sparrows, Chipping Sparrows, 
Eastern Phoebes, and Eastern Bluebirds were particularly 
active singers during this time of transition into the breeding 
season. On Swanson Creek, we saw Double-crested 
Cormorants, Ruddy Ducks, Great Blue Herons, and Red-
winged Blackbirds. Sky birds included Bald Eagle, Osprey, 
Turkey Vulture, Black Vulture, and Red-tailed Hawk, and 
we heard Red-shouldered Hawk (and of course also Blue 
Jays mimicking Red-shouldered Hawk just to keep us on 
our toes). Let’s get to the migrants and recent arrivals! 
Ovenbirds were back in force, and “teacher teacher 
teacher” rang out through the woods. Northern Parulas 
were also singing in a number of spots, although typically 
elusive in terms of getting a look. A Louisiana Waterthrush 
sang briefly from a small stream at the bottom of one of 
the ravines, and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were heard and 
seen in a number of places. Two Palm Warblers flitted and 
bobbed along on the ground. Pine Warblers gave us some 
practice with distinguishing their slower, more musical, and 
lower-pitched song from that of the Chipping Sparrow. One 
of the highlights was a motivated Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
who added to the day by repeating his long and surprisingly 
loud song near the end of the trip.  

We ended the morning with 42 species. Thanks to all who 
came on the trip! Keep this park in mind as a great place for 
forest and field habitats throughout the year.

Gwen Brewer, trip leader     

Smallwood State Park, April 27, 2013
by Lynne Wheeler

It was a beautiful day for a field trip but attendance was low. 
Including myself and co-leader Jean Artes we had four other 
birders. I was very pleased to see a repeat attender, Claire 
Ichniowski, a red-headed fourth grader from California, 
MD. Her dad, Matt, has fostered her love of birds, and 
a good birder himself. She came prepared with field list, 
field guide, binoculars, and even the printout of Smallwood 
State Park birds I had given her several years ago! The 
group also included our new Hog Island, Maine scholarship 
winner, Craig Makufka, his personality and energy (thanks 
for carrying the scope!) was a treat. Unfortunately, eagle-
eye George Harrington came late, his morning spent in the 
emergency room because of an embedded deer tick bite. 
What a trooper to still make the end of the trip!!

Our walk began near the General Smallwood Retreat 
House, but we had already added to our list a Prairie 
Warbler, just 100 feet into the park. The Retreat House 
is surrounded by wonderful tall majestic oak’s, bordered 
by woods. This area is usually great for migrant warblers. 
Unfortunately, all we got was Eastern Bluebird, Blue-gray 
Gnatcatcher, Northern Parula, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Chipping Sparrow, and American Goldfinch. We continued 
on to the wooded trail. I was surprised early on at how quiet 
it was. Just two weeks before I had Louisiana Waterthrush 
come within 8 feet of me, not today. Even the Ovenbird and 
Hooded Warbler were absent! While we eventually heard 
Ovenbird and Scarlet Tanager, the Hooded never did make 
an appearance. 

Our walk progressed to a great wetland area that beavers 
have changed again. Each year you never know what they 
have done. The scope was able to provide us a great up 
close and personal view of one industrious beaver, and a 
pair of Canada Geese with four lovely goslings. This was 
much enjoyed by Claire! We enjoyed the usual appearance 
of Bald Eagles, Red-shouldered and Red-tailed Hawk, 
Great Blue Herons, Common Yellowthroat, and the 
wonderfully noisy Great Crested Flycatcher. Once we 
reached the end of the trail and arrived to the Mattawoman 
Creek, the view from the footbridge provided us the Red-
headed Woodpecker, Osprey, Tree Swallow, Northern 
Rough-winged Swallow and the Barn swallow. Finally, 
once we passed the Marina Store, several large trees gave 
us our first interesting addition of the day, a Yellow Warbler. 

George Harrington showed up not long after the Yellow 
Warbler, and provided a car lift to the parking area for all but 
Craig and me. We wanted to get more birds! Our continued 
walking did give us a good luck with a Pine Warbler, after 
we spent many minutes listening to it and I would have bet 
money on a Worm-eating Warbler. Sure glad we finally got 
a look at it, and I am back to listening to bird recordings! 

continued on page 3
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And finally, we had success hearing and seeing a Yellow-
billed Cuckoo. A tremendous, close-up look near the end of 
the trip was thrilling.

The weather was wonderful, the company enjoyable, and 
the final tally of 54 species was nothing to sneeze about. 
Which reminds me, when does the Acadian Flycatcher 
appear? Gotta go and look it up!

[Editor’s Note: eBird.org data shows that Acadian 
Flycatchers are absent from Southern Maryland until the 
third week of April. http://tinyurl.com/somd-acfl-arrival ]

Global Great Backyard Bird Count
Shatters Records

New York, NY - 
From Antarctica to Afghanistan, bird watchers from 103 
countries made history in the first global Great Backyard 
Bird Count (GBBC), February 15–18, 2013. In the largest 
worldwide bird count ever, bird watchers set new records, 
counting more than 25.5 million birds on 120,000+ 
checklists in four days—and recording 3,144 species, 
nearly one-third of the world’s total bird species. The data 
will continue to flow in until March 1.

Building on the success of the GBBC in the United States 
and Canada for the past 15 years, Audubon, the Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology, and Bird Studies Canada opened the 
count to the rest of the world for the first time this year, 
powered by eBird, a system that enables people to report 
birds globally in real-time and explore the results online. 
Bird watchers are invited to keep counting every day of the 
year at www.eBird.org.

Audubon Chief Scientist Gary Langham:
“People who care about birds can change the world,” said 
Audubon chief scientist Gary Langham. “That’s why this 
year’s record-setting global participation is so exciting. 
Technology has made it possible for people everywhere to 
unite around a shared love of birds and a commitment to 
protecting them.”

Cornell Lab director Dr. John Fitzpatrick says:
 “This is a milestone for citizen science in so many respects—
number of species, diversity of countries involved, total 
participants, and number of individual birds recorded. We 
hope this is just the start of something far larger, engaging 
the whole world in creating a detailed annual snapshot of 
how all our planet’s birds are faring as the years go by.”

Other Key Preliminary Findings:
Top 5 Most Reported Species (reported on highest number 
of checklists): Northern Cardinal; Dark-eyed Junco; 
Mourning Dove; Downy Woodpecker; House Finch

Top 5 Most Common Birds (most individuals reported): 
Snow Goose; Canada Goose; Red-winged Blackbird; 
European Starling; American Coot

Finch Invasion: A massive number of northern finch species 
moved into the U.S. including the Common Redpoll, 
reported in a record 36 states. Scientists believe these 
periodic movements are related to natural fluctuations in 
crops of conifer cones and other seeds in Canada.

Hurricane Sandy: The weather system that caused Sandy’s 
landfall also blew some European birds to North America 
and evidence of this is still showing up in GBBC results. 
The colorful, crested Northern Lapwing was reported 
in Georgia, New Jersey, and Massachusetts during the 
GBBC.

GBBC First: A Red-flanked Bluetail has wintered at Queens 
Park, Vancouver, and was also reported for the GBBC’s first 
record ever. This British Columbia bird has been drawing 
bird watchers from all over the U.S. and Canada hoping to 
see this rarity. This little thrush is one of the only birds in the 
world with a striking blue tail and is native to Asia; the other 
GBBC report of this species this year was from Japan.

Sign up for future Citizen Science projects at 
http://www.audubon.org/citizenscience

Delta Willis
Senior Communications Manager - Public Affairs
Main Office - 225 Varick Street - New York, NY 10014
dwillis@audubon.org  -  (212) 979-3197

Nancy Cox, Huntingtown
Charlotte Delaney, Solomons
Ann Farson, Fort Washington
Daniel C. Gibson, Clinton
Ms. Nancy V. Ihloff, Prince Frederick
Judith & Roger Merrick, La Plata
Gail Merz, California
Rayetta McWilliams, Leonardtown
Elizabeth Turner, Mechanicsville
Ronald & Janis Tucker, Pomfret
Myra Yohe, Waldorf

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!



Birds Might Be Evolving To Dodge Vehicles
Cathy Payne, USA TODAY

http://tinyurl.com/cliff-swallows

Two Cliff Swallows at their nest under a bridge in western 
Nebraska. Over the last three decades, these birds have 
become increasingly less likely to get hit by cars.

Does a new study offer a bird’s-eye view into evolution? 
Fewer Cliff Swallows are being killed by moving vehicles 
because of evolution, suggests a study published online 
today in the journal Current Biology.

“These birds have been exposed to vehicles and roads 
for 30-plus years,” says Charles Brown, the study’s lead 
author. “During that time, they have evolved to avoid 
being killed by traffic. Evolution can happen very rapidly, 
and some animals can adapt to urban environments very 
rapidly.”

The decrease in road deaths is likely because these birds 
have shorter wingspans, making them more agile fliers, or 
they are learning to avoid vehicles, Brown says.

In the western USA, Cliff Swallows, which live in colonies, 
have nests around highway bridges, overpasses and 
road culverts. They sit on roads to pick up gravel for their 
gizzards to help digest food and to sunbathe.

The road kill index decreased from about 20 Cliff Swallows 
a year at the start of the study in 1983 in Nebraska to an 
estimated two birds a year by the study’s end in 2012. This 
is only an estimate of those killed because more died but 
were not found.

The drop can’t be explained by declines in the bird 
population or in traffic, the study suggests. The birds that 
continue to die on the roads have longer wingspans. Wing 
lengths vary between 104 mm (4.1 inches) and 115 mm 
(4.5 inches), Brown says.

“Longer-winged swallows sitting on a road probably can’t 
take off as quickly, or gain altitude as quickly as shorter-
winged birds, and thus the former are more likely to collide 
with an oncoming vehicle,” says Brown, a professor of 
biological sciences at the University of Tulsa.
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Photo by: Charles Brown

Geoff LeBaron, an ornithologist with the National Audubon 
Society, says shorter wingspan would allow Cliff Swallows 
to turn more quickly to avoid being hit by vehicles. “If the 
longer-winged birds are the ones being clobbered, then the 
shorter-winged birds are the ones passing on genes to the 
next generation,” adds LeBaron, the society’s Christmas 
Bird Count director, who was not involved in the study.

The study also found that the average wing length is 
shorter. In the 1980s, the average was 110 mm (4.3 
inches); it dropped to 103 mm or 104 mm (4.1 inches) in 
the late 2000s, Brown says.

Brown says Cliff Swallows do learn from watching others so 
some may figure out how to avoid oncoming traffic. “Birds 
that have the ability to learn are more likely to survive and 
produce more babies,” he says. “Over time, the population 
will have smarter birds.”

Wood Duck Nest Cam

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkqIBIwxnoo

This is the second nest of the 2013 season that was 
streamed at the website www.Woodiecam1.com.  The wide 
angle view is from an HD GoPro and the close-up view is 
from a Canon VIXIA HF R300. The hen Wood Duck had 
29 Wood Duck eggs and a Hooded Merganser laid 3 eggs 
in the box. 17 Wood Duck eggs hatched and 2 Hooded 
Mergansers hatched. The eggs hatched during the day on 
4/23/13 and jumped out on 4/24/13 at 10:45 AM EST.

Larry Hindman, Certified Wildlife Biologist
Waterfowl Project Leader / Maryland DNR
Wildlife and Heritage Service
828B Airpax Road, Suite 500
Cambridge, MD  21613
lhindman@dnr.state.md.us
Phone: 410-221-8838 ext. 105  -  FAX: 410-221-0026

Ruby-throated Hummingbirds
Photo by: Ted Baker



‘Vulture Spying for Israel’ Caught in Sudan
By Robert Tait in Jerusalem (The Daily Telegraph)

http://tinyurl.com/vulture-spy 

Photo: PA

Officials in Sudan say they have captured an electronically-
tagged vulture suspected of being dispatched by Israel on a 
spying mission. The avian discovery was made in Kereinek, 
a town in the Darfur region of western Sudan, Israeli media 
have reported. Sudanese officials are said to have con-
cluded that the bird was a secret agent after discovering it 
was fitted with GPS and solar-powered equipment capable 
of broadcasting images via satellite, according to Haaretz 
newspaper, which cited an Egyptian website, El Balad. The 
vulture also had a tag attached to its leg with “Israel Nature 
Service” and “Hebrew University, Jerusalem”, leading to 
accusations that it was on an Israeli surveillance mission. 
The reports follow allegations by Sudan that Israel carried 
out the bombing of a munitions depot near the Sudanese 
capital, Khartoum, in October, after jamming the country’s 
radar defenses. Israel has made no comment on the raid, 
which left two people dead. The arms depot was said to be 
supplying weapons to the Palestinian militant group Hamas 
in Gaza.

Israeli officials have acknowledged that the bird, which 
can fly up to 375 miles a day, had been tagged with Israeli 
equipment but insisted it was being used to study migra-
tion patterns. Ohad Hazofe, an ecologist with the Israel Na-
ture and Parks Authority, told the website, Ynet, that it was 
one of 100 vultures fitted in October with a GPS system 
equipped to take distance and altitude readings but not sur-
veillance images. “That’s the only way we knew something 
had happened to the bird – all of a sudden it stopped flying 
and started travelling on the ground,” he said.

A similar discovery in Saudi Arabia last year prompted lo-
cal media to report that a bird, later identified as a Griffon, 
had been “arrested” under suspicion of spying as part of a 
suspected “Zionist plot”. Saudi officials later dismissed the 
speculation and criticized journalists for jumping to conclu-
sions after accepting Israeli explanations that the bird was 
part of a migration study.
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Southern Maryland Audubon Society

ADOPT-A-RAPTOR
Foster Parents Needed!!

The Southern Maryland Audubon Society supports raptor 
conservation and research projects in the Southern 
Maryland area through the “Adopt-A-Raptor” Program. The 
program currently includes four species: Osprey, Barn 
Owl, American Kestrel and Northern Saw-whet Owl. 
Each bird is banded by a licensed bird bander with a serially 
numbered metal band, in cooperation with the U.S. Bird 
Banding Laboratory. A limited number of birds are available 
for adoption each year!

NEW FOR 2013!! “Adopt-A-Nest” now available for 
Osprey, Barn Owl & Kestrels!

Adoptive “parents” will receive:

A certificate of adoption with the bird’s band number, and 
location and date of banding.

Information on the ecology and migration patterns of the 
species

Any other pertinent information that may become 
available

Your support helps provide: 
•   Barn Owl Nest Boxes
•   Osprey Nesting Platforms
•   Kestrel Nest Boxes
•   Mist Nets or Banding Supplies

Complete the form below to “Adopt-A-Raptor” with the 
Southern Maryland Audubon Society

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Mail completed form to: Melissa Boyle, Adopt-a-Raptor, 

10455 Point Lookout Rd. Scotland, MD 20687

Name:_______________________________________

Address:_____________________________________

____________________________________________

I wish to adopt:
_______(# of) Osprey, $10 each / $25 per nest
_______(# of) Barn Owl, $25 each / $50 per nest
_______(# of) Northern Saw-whet Owl, $30 each
_______(# of) American Kestrel, $35 each / $75 per nest

Amount Enclosed:______________________

as it should appear on Adoption Certificate

Make checks payable to: Southern Maryland Audubon Society



EDITOR: Tyler Bell   E-mail: jtylerbell@yahoo.com

The deadline for the Osprey is the fifth of each 
month. Please send all short articles, reports, unique 
sightings, conservation updates, calendar items, 
etc. to the above address.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

 � Please enroll me as a member of the Audubon Family and the Southern Maryland Audubon Society.  I will receive the chapter 
newsletter, The Osprey, and all my dues will support environmental efforts in Southern Maryland.

 � Please enroll me as a member of the National Audubon Society.  My membership will also include membership in the Southern 
Maryland Audubon Society.  I will receive National’s Audubon Magazine, the chapter newsletter, and support national and local 
environmental causes.  A fraction of my dues will be returned to the local chapter.

Name_______________________________________  Address______________________________________________  
                                                                                                                                                                
City_______________________ State__________ Zip_______ 

I DO        do NOT        wish to receive The Osprey electronically.  My e-mail address is:____________________________ 
(electronic delivery saves SMAS printing and mailing costs.)
       
Chapter-Only Dues (new/renewal)
Make check payable to Southern Maryland Audubon Society
              

 � Individual/Family          __1yr $20  __2yr $38  __3yr $56

 � Senior/Student              __1yr $15  __2yr $28  __3yr $42

 � Individual Lifetime Membership      ______$500 
                                   Senior (over 62)  _____$250

National Dues,  Make check payable to
National Audubon Society -- Chapter code #C9ZL000Z 
      

 � Introductory Offer - 1 year       $20
 � Senior/Student                         $15

Mail to:  Southern Maryland Audubon Society, Attn: Membership
P.O. Box 181  Bryans Road, MD  20616

JUNE 2 – SUNDAY - 1:30 p.m.
Wolfe’s Farm, Charles County
10705 Allens Fresh Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622

ANNUAL MEETING
Potluck Lunch………………………………..1:30 – 3:00
Host’s Welcome…………………………….3:00 – 3:15
Meeting…………………………………………3:15 – 4:00
Bird Walk……………………………………….4:00 – 5:00

SMAS is very excited to have the annual picnic meeting at the 
Wolfe’s family farm in Allens Fresh. This is a private farm, not 
open to the public. Come and appreciate the varied habitats of 
open meadows, tidal marsh, forest and cultivated fields. The 
farm is home-managed for wildlife, and you can expect to see 
Eastern Meadowlark, Grasshopper Sparrow, tanagers, Orchard 
Oriole, raptors, and woodpeckers. This location is also one of 
the best spots for Barn Owls. The owner, Nancy Wolfe, was one 
of our first Raptor Conservation Award winners in 2011 for her 
partnership with SMAS in raptor habitat protection.

Bring your lawn chair.  No seating will be provided.
Bring food that does not need to be heated or chilled.  
Bring your binoculars.
Lost and need directions? Call Mike Callahan: 240-765-5192.

JUNE 18 – TUESDAY - 10:30 a.m. – Field Trip
Patuxent River Park – Jug Bay, Prince George’s County
“OSPREY BANDING TRIP” 
Leaders: Melissa Boyle 
(443-340-3035, melissaboyle3@gmail.com) and Greg Kearns.
The annual Southern Maryland Audubon Society Osprey 
Banding Trip is now scheduled for Tuesday, June 18 at Patuxent 
River Park - Jug Bay. We will meet at 10:30 AM and spend several 
hours working with Naturalist Greg Kearns on the Patuxent River 
banding ospreys. This opportunity is limited to 15 participants! 
Cost is $12 per person payable the day of the trip. Contact 
Melissa Boyle (melissaboyle3@gmail.com or 443-340-3035) to 
register for this trip.



 

Friday July 19, 2013 
Game Time: 7:05pm 

 

 

 

SMAS 
 Questions? Contact: Lynne Wheeler @ 301-751-8097 


